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• Mission

• Scope

• Products and services

• Impact
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Overview

• COVID-19 response work

• Science and technology trends

• Trends affecting government and society
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COVID-19 response work
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Notes: COVID-19 relief laws enacted as of May 31, 2020 includes Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020, Pub. L. No. 116-123, 134 Stat. 146; Families First Coronavirus Response Act, Pub. L. No. 116-127, 134 Stat. 178 (2020); 
CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136, 134 Stat. 281 (2020); Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act, Pub. L. No. 116-139, 134 Stat. 620 (2020). These amounts represent appropriation warrants issued as of May 31, 2020, by the Department of the
Treasury to agencies in response to appropriations made by COVID-19 relief laws. A warrant is an official document issued upon enactment of an appropriation that establishes the amount of money authorized to be withdrawn from the Treasury. These amounts could 
increase in the future for programs with indefinite appropriations. In addition, this figure does not represent transfers of funds that agencies may make between accounts or transfers of funds they may make to other agencies, to the extent authorized by law. 

Appropriations for COVID-19 Response from COVID-19 Relief Laws Enacted as of May 31, 2020
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June 25 report (GAO-20-625) major findings and 
recommendations 

• Viral testing

• Distribution of supplies

• Paycheck Protection Program

• Economic impact payments

• Unemployment Insurance

• Aviation-preparedness plan
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Public health indicators

7Note: The data presented are through June 20, 2020, and reflect data available as of July 16, 2020.



Economic indicators
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COVID-19 science and technology spotlights
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Examples of ongoing pandemic related work

• Vaccines and therapeutics
• Strategic National Stockpile
• Use of the Defense Production Act
• Small business programs
• Child welfare and education
• Worker safety
• Homeowner and renter protections
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COVID-19 International Coordination
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COVID-19 Discussion
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Genome editing

AI and automation

Quantum information science

Brain-computer interfaces and augmented reality

Cryptocurrencies and blockchain

Science and technology trends
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Technology assessments on artificial intelligence (AI)
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Science and technology spotlights
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• Innovation Lab to 
enhance audit 
capability (analytics, 
big data, algorithms)

• Comptroller General 
Forum on AI 
Governance
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Trends affecting government and society

17



Major cybersecurity challenges
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Major cybersecurity challenges
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Key Dates for Major Programs and Future Debt
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Note: Data based on GAO’s 2020 alternative simulations. GAO’s simulation holds discretionary spending and other mandatory spending constant as a share of gross domestic product in the 
long term. Health care spending on major federal health care programs consists of Medicare, Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, and federal subsidies for health insurance 
purchased through the marketplaces established by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010), and related spending.

Growth in Major Areas of Federal Spending
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The U.S. retirement 
system faces major 
challenges
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Trends affecting government and society
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Daily Average Number of People Turning 65

Note: Census data estimates of population are as of July 1 in each year.
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Federal Spending on Major Health Care Programs Grows Faster Than GDP
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CFO Act of 1990: 
Substantial Progress 
Made and Opportunities 
for Enhancement

Inspectors General:
Independence Principles 
and Considerations for 
Reform
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• GAO’s evaluations of the response to 
the 2017 and 2018 hurricanes, wildfires, 
typhoons, earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions. 

• 47 reports on disaster oversight 

• 98 recommendations and 2 matters for 
congressional consideration directed to 
14 agencies and their components (e.g., 
DHS, FEMA, HUD, EPA)

GAO’s disaster oversight work

Damage in Florida after 
Hurricane Michael
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23 engagements underway, 
including: 

• Disaster housing assistance
• Recovery of K-12 schools
• Effects of COVID-19 on 

response and recovery efforts

GAO’s ongoing disaster oversight work

Damage in Northern California after 
Wildfires
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• Since 1980, weather 
disasters in the U.S. have 
caused more than 
$1.6 trillion in damage 

• Weather events, and federal 
spending on them, are 
expected to increase

• Federal efforts to promote 
disaster resilience can help 
limit damage—and cost
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