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Report to the Congress; bv Paul 6. Deatl¢ng, General Counsel.

Contacy: Office vof the General Counsel.
Budget Fanction: Miscellaneous: Impoundment Centrol ACt of 1974
(1 Ot)b)
orgarization Conceruneda: Department of L[:fense; Gemeral Services
Administration; Nationai Transpoxtaticr Safety anrd. .
Congressicnal Xeicovance: CoOngress. -
Authority: Jepcundment Control Act, sec. 1012(h).

The President propcsed budget authcrity for six i<ems
LOr rescission, but Congress did not complete acticn an the
rescissivn bills wathin the 45-day pericd stipulated. The
Inpoundment Control Act raquires that those funds proposed but
nct approved for rescission be made availikie for ckligaticen.
Fipdings/Conclusiors: The Presidant proposed the rescission of
$850,000 of annual budget authority for saleries ané expernsas of
the NAational Trensportation Satety Bcard inm his 13th sgpecial
message tor riscal yearz 1977. This ascunt was sade available for
obligaticon on September 26, 1977, but the agency was unakle to
obligate any of this budget authority bafore tctobegr 1, 1977,
and the totali amount lapsed on the last day of fiscal. .year 1977
The total amount of c<nnual budget =2uthority proposed .for
rescissior. for intersn-.tional security assistance, f_reign
malitary cales, .n the President's 14th special mezsage to
congress lapsed before the end of the 45-day period. Budget
author ity r-oposed, but rejected, for rescissicn for the E-1
bomber, the SRAM-B missile, and the Minuteman III
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile has been apgcrtioned to the
agencies involved and “is been made availatle for okligation.
(5¢C)



UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20848

maeeey B-115398
Tou
=3 OPFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL October 26, 1977

O
-
(=

Tc the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives

The purpose of this letter is to report on the status of
budget authority that was proposed, but rejected, for rescis-
sion.

==In his 13th special message for Fiscal Year 1977. dated
July 7, 1977, the President proposed the rescission orf
$850,000 of annual budget authority for salaries and
eéxpenses of the National Transportaticn Safety Board
(R77-15). :

==In his l4th special message for Fiscal Y:ar 1977, dated
July 19, 1977, the President proposed tihe rescission of
$21,090,000 of budget authority for International Secur-
ity Assistance, Foreign Military Credit Sales (R77-16)
and the rescission of $75,000,000 c* budg¢ t authority
for the Federal Buildings Fund, General Services Adminis-
tration (R77-17).

—-In his 15th special message for Fiscal Year 1977, dated
July 19, 1977, the President proposed the rescission of
$462 miliion of hudget authority for the B~1 bomber
(P77-18) and $1.4 million for the SRAM-B8 missile (R77-19),
both Department of Defense--Air Force aircraft. and missile
procurement funds.

-=In his 17th special message for Fiscal Year 1977, dated
July 26, 1977, the President proposed the rescission of
$105 million of budget authority for the Minuteman III
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile, Department of Defense,
Air Force missile procurement funds (R77-20).

Section 1012(b) of the Impoundment Control Act requires
that funds propcsed for rescission be made available for obli-
gation unless tte Congress completes action on a rescission
bill within the a5-day period of continuous congressional ses-
sion following the day such a proposal is received by the
Congress. For the proposals listed above, the 45-day period
expired on the following dates:
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R77-15 September 25, 1977
R77-16 October 4, 1977
R77-17 October 4, 1977
R77-18 October 4, 1977
R77-19 October 4, 1977
R77-20 October 15, 1977

The $850,.,000 of arnual budget z2uthority proposed, but
rejected, for rescission for salariss and expenses of the
National Transportation Safety I »rd (R77-13) was apportioned
by tine Office of Management and sudget and made available for
obligation on September 26, 1977. However, the agency was
unable to obligate any of this budget authority before October 1,
1977, and the total amount lapsed on September 30, 1977. the
last day of fiscal year 1977.

The $21,090,000 of annual budget authority proposed :or
rescission for International Security Assistarce, foreign
military sales (R77-16) in the Fresident's 14th special mes-
sage lapsed on September 30, 1977, before the end of the 45-
day period.

We have confirmed that the budget cuthority propocsed,
but rejected, for rescission in proposals R77-16, R77-18,
R77-19, and R77-20 has been apportioned to the agencies involved
and that it has been made available for obligation.
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Paul G. Dembling
General Counsel






