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Why GAO Did This Study

What GAO Found

Federal agencies obligated over $430
billion through contracts for products
and services in fiscal year 2015,
accounting for almost 40 percent of the
government’s discretionary spending.
Because spending on contracts
consumes a large portion of the federal
government’s discretionary budget,
Congress and the administration have
taken steps to strengthen federal
contracting practices and enhance
oversight of government contract
spending.

GAO’s analysis of government-wide contracting data found that while defense
obligations to buy products and services decreased by almost 31 percent from
fiscal year 2011 through 2015, from $399 billion to $274 billion, civilian
obligations remained fairly steady over this time.

This report identifies overall trends in
defense and civilian agencies’ contract
obligations from fiscal years 2011
through 2015 (the most recent and
complete available at the time of
GAO’s review), such as trends in
competition and use of various contract
types. This report includes snapshots
of procurement activity at the 10
civilian agencies with the highest levels
of obligations in fiscal year 2015 as
well as the 3 military departments. All
data are presented in constant fiscal
year 2015 dollars. GAO analyzed data
from the Federal Procurement Data
System-Next Generation (FPDS-NG),
the government’s procurement
database, and reviewed prior GAO and
Inspector General reports.

What GAO Recommends

Government-wide competition rates—the percentage of total obligations reported
for competitive contracts—remained steady at just below two-thirds over fiscal
years 2011 through 2015.

From fiscal year 2011 through 2015, federal agencies used fixed price contracts
for an average of 63 percent of obligations, mitigating risk to the government.

GAO is not making any new
recommendations in this report. In
recent years GAO has issued
numerous reports with
recommendations to defense and
civilian agencies to address issues
related to competition, contract type,
and contracted services. Agencies
generally concurred with these
recommendations and have taken or
planned actions to address them.
View GAO-17-244SP. For more information,
contact William T. Woods at (202) 512-4841 or
woodsw@gao.gov.
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