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Why GAO Did This Study

As greater numbers of foreign-born
persons enter, live, and work in the
United States, policymakers need
more information—particularly on
the undocumented population, its
size, characteristics, costs, and
contributions. This report reviews
the ongoing development of a
potential method for obtaining
such information: the “grouped
answers” approach. In 1998, GAO
devised the approach and
recommended further study. In
response, the Census Bureau tested
respondent acceptance and
recently reported results.

GAO answers four questions.

(1) Is the grouped answers
approach acceptable for use in a
national survey of the foreign-born?
(2) What further research may be
needed? (3) How large a survey is
needed? (4) Are any ongoing
surveys appropriate for inserting a
grouped answers question series
(to avoid the cost of a new survey)?

For this study, GAO consulted an
independent statistician and other
experts, performed test
calculations, obtained documents,
and interviewed officials and staff
at federal agencies.

The Census Bureau and DHS
agreed with the main findings of
this report. DHHS agreed that the
National Survey of Drug Use and
Health is not an appropriate survey
for inserting a grouped answers
question series.

What GAO Recommends

GAO makes no new
recommendations in this report.

www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt? GAO-06-775.

To view the full product, including the scope
and methodology, click on the link above.
For more information, contact Nancy R.
Kingsbury at (202) 512-2700 or

kingsburyn @gao.gov.
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ESTIMATING THE UNDOCUMENTED
POPULATION

A “Grouped Answers” Approach to
Surveying Foreign-Born Respondents

What GAO Found

The grouped answers approach is designed to ask foreign-born respondents
about their immigration status in a personal-interview survey. Immigration
statuses are grouped in Boxes A, B, and C on two different flash cards—with the
undocumented status in Box B. Respondents are asked to pick the box that
includes their current status and are told, “If it’s in Box B, we don’t want to
know which specific category applies to you.”

A random half of respondents are shown the card on the left of the figure (Card
1), resulting in estimates of the percentage of the foreign-born population who
are in each box of that card. The other half of the respondents are shown the
card on the right, resulting in corresponding estimates for slightly different
boxes. (No one sees both cards.) The percentage undocumented is estimated
by subtraction: The percentage of the foreign-born who are in Box B of one card
minus the percentage who are in Box A of the other card.

Immigration Status Cards 1 and 2
Card 1

United States o
citizen

Student, work,
business or tourist visa

I am not in violation of
admission period limits
or work restrictions

Card 2

Legal permanent resident
with a valid and official

green card issued to me

by the U.S. government

Refugee or asylee
(approved, not
applicant)

BoX | united States
B | citizen

Box | Legal permanent
B resident
with a valid and official
green card issued to me

by the U.S. government Student, work,

business or tourist visa
I'am not in violation of | I
admission period limits
or work restrictions

Currently
“undocumented”
Right now, | do not have

a currently valid, legal U.S.
immigration status Currently
Refugee or asylee undocumented
(approved, not
applicant)

Right now, | do not have
a currently valid, legal U.S.
immigration status

TPS*, parolee, or some
C | other category
Not in Box A or Box B

Box TPS*, parolee, or some
C | other category @
Not in Box A or Box B

“Temporary Protected Status o “Temporary Protected Status o

Sources: GAO; Corel Draw (flag and suitcase); DHS (resident alien cards). (The actual size of each card is 8-1/2" by 11.")

The grouped answers approach is acceptable to many experts and immigrant
advocates—with certain conditions, such as (for some advocates) private sector
data collection.

Most respondents tested did not object to picking a box. Research is needed to
assess issues such as whether respondents pick the correct box. A sizable
survey—roughly 6,000 or more respondents—would be needed for 95 percent
confidence and a margin of error of (plus or minus) 3 percentage points. The
ongoing surveys that GAO identified are not appropriate for collecting data on
immigration status. (For example, one survey takes names and Social Security
numbers, which might affect acceptance of immigration status questions.)
Whether further research or implementation in a new survey would be justified
depends on how policymakers weigh the need for such information against
potential costs and the uncertainties of future research.

United States Government Accountability Office



http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-775
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-775


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


