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Highlights of GAO-06-681T, a testimony 
before the Subcommittee on Federal 
Financial Management, Government 
Information, and International Security, 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, U.S. Senate 

Despite progress in HIV/AIDS drug  
treatments and the reduction of 
AIDS mortality in the United States, 
challenges remain concerning the 
availability of these drugs for 
individuals with HIV/AIDS and the 
prevention of new cases. The 
CARE Act authorizes grants to the 
states and certain territories  
specifically for AIDS Drug 
Assistance Programs (ADAP) to 
purchase and provide HIV/AIDS 
drugs to eligible individuals. In its 
report issued today, Ryan White 

CARE Act: Improved Oversight 

Needed to Ensure AIDS Drug 

Assistance Programs Obtain Best 

Prices for Drugs (GAO-06-646), 
GAO examines the program design 
of ADAPs in the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico, their funding sources, and 
drug purchasing. GAO also reports 
on state approaches to reducing 
perinatal HIV transmissions and 
identifying and notifying partners 
of HIV-infected individuals.  

What GAO Recommends  

In its report, GAO recommends 
that HRSA require ADAPs to report 
the final prices they paid for drugs, 
net of any rebates, and that HRSA 
routinely determine whether these 
prices are at or below the 340B 
prices. In commenting on these 
recommendations, HRSA stated 
that these steps would be labor 
intensive and it lacks capacity to 
carry out such oversight. 
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www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-681T. 
 
To view the full product, including the scope 
and methodology, click on the link above. 
For more information, contact Marcia Crosse 
at (202) 512-7119 or crossem@gao.gov. 
ariation in ADAPs’ program design and funding amounts from CARE Act 
rants and other funding sources contribute to differences in coverage—who 
s eligible and what drugs are covered by an ADAP—among the 52 ADAPs 
AO reviewed. In order to make maximum use of the funding they receive, 
DAPs are expected to secure the best price available for the drugs on their 

ormularies. ADAPs may, but are not required to, purchase their drugs 
hrough the 340B federal drug pricing program, under which drug 

anufacturers provide discounts on certain drugs to covered entities. The 
ealth Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) has identified the 
40B prices as a measure of ADAPs’ economical use of grant funds, but the 
epartment of Health and Human Services does not disclose 340B prices to 

he ADAPs. GAO found that some ADAPs reported prices that were higher 
han the 340B prices for selected HIV/AIDS drugs. However, these reported 
rices may not have reflected any rebates ADAPs eventually received. While 
RSA is responsible for monitoring whether ADAPs obtain the best prices 
vailable for drugs, it does not routinely compare the drug prices ADAPs 
eport to 340B prices. 

ll 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have policies or have 
nacted laws regarding HIV testing of pregnant women to help reduce 
erinatal HIV transmission. The majority of states have adopted a policy of 
oluntary prenatal HIV testing of pregnant women that is consistent with 
uidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
AO contacted 8 states to discuss the approach they use to test pregnant 
omen for HIV, and these states use one of two approaches. Consistent with 

dditional CDC recommendations on testing, three states routinely include 
IV tests in standard prenatal testing, but a woman can refuse to be tested 

or HIV. In the other 5 states, a woman must consent to an HIV test, usually 
n writing, before the test can be performed. Six of the 8 states GAO 
ontacted report that the number of HIV-positive newborns has declined. 
owever, only 3 states GAO contacted collect the data needed to determine 

tatewide perinatal HIV transmission rates. 

AO contacted 12 states regarding their approaches to identifying partners 
f HIV-infected individuals and notifying them of their possible exposure to 
he virus. These states used various approaches in conducting HIV partner 
otification activities as part of their partner counseling and referral 
ervices. These activities include eliciting partner information from HIV-
nfected individuals, but the participation of these individuals varies and not 
ll partners can be reached to be notified. Of the 12 states contacted, 10 have 
tatutory or regulatory provisions that require or permit certain health care 
ntities or workers to notify partners, including spouses, without the 
onsent of the known HIV-infected individual. In the remaining two states, 
ublic health officials or the health department may notify partners only 
ith the consent of the HIV-infected individual. 
United States Government Accountability Office

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-681T
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-681T
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-646


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




