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A review ofC't' use of helicopters in the Thirteenth
Coast Cnard District to prz-ide emergency medical services in
inland areas revealetehat: the Coast Guard responds to all
bonafide requests fo£.remergency medical services in inland areas
when the weather does-met prohibit the use of helicopters; the
Coast Guard has ade;aWte capability to provide inland emergency
medical services; the inland emergency medical missions
performed did not innrfere with the performance of the Coast
Guard's primary misionfs; and several other agencies, including
the Department of Defense, the Natioral Guard, and the Forest
Service, also provide helicopter emergency medical services in
Oregon and Washington. (Author/HTW)
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C (.L [RO GENm RAL OF THEUNiTED rATi
WAIHINTON. A0 4S

B-114851

The Honorable John J. McFall
Chairman, Subcommittee or

Transportation
Committee on Appropriations
House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As requested in your letter of August 9, 1977, we reviewed
the use of helicopters in the Thirteenth Coast Cuard District
to provide emergency medical services in inland areas. On
January 19, 1978, we briefed your office on our observations
on each of the points raised in your letter. In general,
we found that in the Thirteenth District:

-- The Coast Guard responds to all bonafide requests for
emergency medical services in inland areas when the
weather does not prohibit the use of helicopters.

--The Coast Guard has adequate capability to provide
inland emergency medical services.

--The inland emergency medical missions performed did
not interfere with the performance of the Coast Guard's
primary missions.

--Several other agencies, including the Department of
Defense, the National Guard, and the Forest Service,
also provide helicopter emergency medical services in
Oregon and Washington.

After the briefing, your office requested that in lieu
of a report, we should transmit copies of the exhibits used
during the briefing.

As arranged with your office, this latter and the enclosure
will be available for general distribution to interested parties.

Sincerely yours,

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States

Enclosure

CED-78-54
(3445 )



ENCLOSURE I ENCLOSURE I

USE kO HELICOPTERS IN THE 13TH COAST GUARD

DISTRICT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS)

I. COAST GUARD RESPONDED TO ALL BONAFIDE REQUESTS FOREMS IN THE 13TS DISTRICT

-- THE 3 AIR STATIONS FLEW 223 INLANr MNS MISSIONS
DURING FISCAL YEARS 1976 THROUGH rl77

-- THE UNMBER OF REQUESTS DENIED COULD NOT BE DETERMINED
-- WE ?OUND NO INDICATION THAT REQUESTS WERE DENIED FORANY REASON OTHER THZAN WEATHER

II. COAST GUARD HAS ADEQUATE CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE INLANDHELICOPTER EMS

--MEDICALLY TRAINED PERSONNEL WERE GENERALLY AVAILABLEWHEN NEEDED

--COAST GUARD HELICOPTERS, WHILE NOT SPECIFICALLY
DESIGNED FOR EMS, WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE THE SERVICENEEDED

--COAST GUARD UN THE AVERAGE RESPONDED TO EMS REQUESTSWITHIN 15 TO 20 KINUTES

III. EMS INLAND MrSSIONS PERFORMED DID NOT INTERFERE WITHPERFORMANCE (F PRIMARY MISSIONS

IV. SEVERAL OTHER AGENCIES ALSO PROVIDE HELICOPTERS EMSCOVERAGE OF OREGON AND WASHINGTON
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EXHIBIT A EXHIBIT A

TYPES OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS)

PROVIDED BY HELICOPTER

1. EVACUATION OF ILL OR INJURED PERSONS FROM HIGHWAYS

OR REMOTE, INACCESSIBLE, OR ISOLATED LOCATIONS TO A

DEFINITIVE MEDICAL CARE FACILITY.

2. TRANSFER OF CRITICALLY INJURED OR ILL PERSONS FROM

ONE ME[;ICAL CARE FACILITY TO ANOTHER WHICH IS MORE

CAPASLiE OF TREATING THE PARTICULAR CASE.

3. EMERGENCY TRANSPORT OF HUMAN ORGAtS FOR TRANSPLANT,

BLOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, OR MEDICAL

PERSONNEL.
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EXHIBIT B EXHIBIT B

coAST Au AM Tz2m
AIID mtC

S~~ho H I t MMi~r

g a '

- 7> ;t t-~~~~m~o ' ; io~w~i
3-1 1,

\\ 33a r 1' ')

/ - F .E 'm~~~~~~~~'mmmmmmm

x L < ( 1E £L; ~~~~~~sra, 1Ef~
\ tu ~~rs I L w

&~1 .J ' . .l

rar ra, ,.I ul. & i~~~~~~
IW ·t i.< 

C~~~~r ~



EXHIBIT C EXHIBIT C
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EXHIBIT C EXHIBIT C
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EXHIBIT C EXHIBIT C
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EXHIBIT C 
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EXHIBIT D EXHIBIT D

AGENCIES PROVIDING EMS HELICOPTER COVERAGE
oF WASHINGTON AND 'REGO -

NUMBER OFAGENCY LOCATION HELICOPTERS

U.S. COAST GUARD PORT ANGELES, WASHINGTON 3

ASTORIA, OREGON 3

NORTH BEND, OREGON 3
U.S. ARMY (MAST) FORT LEWIS, WASHINGTON 7

YAKIMA FIRJNG RANGE,
WASHINGTON

U.S. AIR FORCE (MAST) FAIRCHILD AFB,
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 5

CUSICK SURVIVAL SCHOOL,
WASHINGTON

U.S. NAVY NAVAL AIR STATION,
WHIDBEY ISLAND, WASHINGTON 5

U.S. AIR FORCE RESERVE PORTLAND, OREGON 12
WASHINGTON ARMY NATIONAL GUARD SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 6
OREGON ARMY NATIONAL GUARD SALEM, OREGON 

U.S. FOREST SERVICE 24 LOCATIONS IN OREGON AND
WASHINGTON 29

CHELAN COUNTY SHERIFF CHELAN COUNTY, IIASHINGTON 1

SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHERIFF SNOHOMISH COUNTY, WASHINGTON 3

TOTAL 85
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EXHIBIT E EXHIBIT E

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE MISSIONS

BY HELICOPTER IN INLAND AREAS

UNIT NUMBER OF MISSIONS

U.S. COAST GUARD, 13TH DISTRICT (FY 1977)

PORT ANGELES, WA.: 70

ASTORIA, ORE. : 17

NORTH BEND, ORE. : 23 110

MAST UNITS (CY 1977)

FORT LEWIS:

TACOMA, WA. : 159

YAKIMA, WA. : 78 237

FAIRCHILD AFB, WA. 20

OTHERS (CY 1977)

304th ARRS (AFRES), PORTLAND, ORE. 43

OREGON NATIONAL GUARD, SALEM, ORE. 24

WASHINGTON NATIONAL GUARD, SPOKANE, WA. 13

NAVAL AIR STATION, WHIDBEY ISLAND, WA. 50

U.S. FOREST SERVICE (24 LOCATIONS) 31

CHELAN COUNTY SHERIFF, WA. 20

SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHERIFF, WA. 11

1/ NUMBER OF COAST GUARD MISSIONS AS DETERMINED BY rO. NUMBER OF
MAST MISSIONS AS REPORTED BY UNIT. NUMBER OF MISSIONS BY OTHERS
AS REPORTED OR ESTIMATED BY THE UNIT OR AGENCY.
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EXHIBIT F EXHIBIT F
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EXHIBIT G EXHIBIT G

COAST GUARD MITs AVAILABLE AT
13TH DISTRICT AIR STATIONS

(as of Decianr, 197T)

AIR STATION NUMBER OF ENTs

ASTORIA 26

NORTH BEND 19

PORT ANGELES 17

TOTAL f
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EXHIBIT H EXHIBIT H
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EXHIBIT I EXHIBIT I

ALERT (RESPONSE TIME) CAPABILITY MAINTAINED BY

COAST GUARD AND MILITARY UNITS PROVIDING EMS

ALERT CAPABILITY MAINTAIfNf ACTUAL AVERAGE
UNIT NORL DUTY HOURS OTHER T1ZNf RESPONSE TINE

(TNINUTES (ITN MINUTES)

COAST GUARD

A.S. ASTORIA 30 30 15

A.S. NORTH BEND 30 30 15

A.S. PORT ANGELES 30 30 22

MAST

FORT LEWIS 5 5 NOT
DETERMINED

FAIRCHILD AFB 30 150

OTHER MILITARY

N.A.S. WHIDBEY ISLAND 5 30 NOT
DETERMINED

304TH ARRS (AFRES) 45 90

WASH. NAT. GUARD 20 60

ORE. NAT. GUARD 5-10 60-90
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EXHIBIT J EXHIBIT J

ACTUAL LIT HOURS AS A PART OF
MaXIUM AVAILABLE FLIGHT HOURS:

13TH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
(F.Y. 1977)

Available Hours Not
Flown: 9,506

S9.4X 

Flown: 6,494
40.6X

Total Available Hours: 16,000
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EXHIBIT K oEXHIBIT K

ACTUAL FLYING HOURS BY MISSION
13TH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

(FY 1977)

TRAINING HOURS: 2402 TOTAL SAR
/37% / HOURS: 1049

16%

OTHER SAR HOURS:849

13%

EMS HOURS:20O

ALL OTHER HOURS: 1393

21 ELT HOURS. 963
15%

Ep HOURS:
688
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