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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 25

Nov 3 1353
Be77h67
nov 8 ¥

The Honorable
The Secretery of Acriculture
My desr ixr. Secrelary:
saference is made to letter of Jctorer 2iy, 1950, from the

o aigen S

Assistent Secretary in response to request of Anmat 2k, 1.9@,» for
your views with respect to the practice of the Soil ’éo;mervatisn
Sarvice of leasin: lands covered by Title IIT of the meadw}ones
Farm Tenant Act/al weduced rencats in retum for taie perfaxﬁamo by
the persitices or lessees of improvements, etc., to the lands, thus
resulting in whai sppesred to be an sugnentation of your Departnent's
annual sppropristion for "Lsnd Utilisation and fetiremsant of Harginal
Iand,® md resulting, also, in wiat sppeared to e a diversion of
funds othierwise payable to the county or counties in which such lands
are situated.

The letter of October 2k, cites particulsrly as mmfgitgtior ?gh
practice the provisions of section 32(3) of the wt,’(mg_, T UuSe
Code 10%)( e), which authorises the Sacmtazy “Io sell, axchange, lease,
or otherwise dispose of, with or withoul a consideratiom, any property
80 scquired, under such terms and conditions as he deems will best

accomplish the purposes of sectlons 10101013 of this pitle.*
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the sald letter indicates that the condition of the land determines
whether certain land use practices--it being undersiocod thet fencing
snd the providing of water tanks properly may be classified as land
use practices—are to be imposed upon permitiees or lessees, and
that the fees or rentsls are established in relation to the value of
the use of the land as it nay be used under the reguired land use
practices, In that cennection, it is pointed out that the lands
which can be used under the act without the necessity of iumposing
sdditional land use practices have & greataer velue than lands which,
becguse of their condition, require the imposition of special land
use practices wpon permitiees or lessees at vtheir own expense.

Considerin: the broad purpose of Title III of the Bankhead-Jones
Farm Tenant Act, and especially the authority vested in the Secretary
by section 32(c) tnereof to lease lands, with or without consideration,
undexr such terms and conditions as will best accomplish the purpose of
the sot, no further question will be raised by this Qffice with respect ,
to shat had appeared to be an sugmsmtatien of funds resulting from the f,{
loasing practices referred to in ofiice letter of August 24, 1950.@._114—}\&

breover, in view of the foregoing, it now appears that no
diversion of funds otherwise payable {0 the counties in which the
lands are situated would result from the at;we-mtioned leasing
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practices, Section 33 of the ac,t-,f? Uele Cadg 1032, requires that 25
per centus of the "net mmes' received by the Saaréw from the
use of the land shall be paid to the county or counties in which the

lmd ig held by the Secretary. As staied in yowr Department’s letter,

m?w
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it seems obviocus thai sald section 33 requires payments to eounties
of no mure tinan 25 percent of what the secretary actuslly receives.
Accordingly, no furiier objection will be interposed by this Jffice

in thati respect.
Sincerel; jours,

Lomptrolier General
af the United States
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LEASES
Public property
Rent
Improvements as part of rental

g APPROPRIATIONS
AR Aagmenting
Land improvements as part of rental




