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D:Lfectar of G.ent_ral Inte],.&i_gan@;
Central xnbeiligene¢ Groug, N
Natiené.‘l mt'eﬂigénea~- Authority,
¥y dear Scaneral Vandenbarga
I ha.va yeur latter af iéarch '7, 194:7, as fellowao

. Mﬂe refar to an undated letter from tha Di.mator. of Central
Intelligenes received bjrl:y'maL on Novenbar 7, 1946 angd. your reply
thereto dated December 10; I‘l..é, coﬂaeniing ‘the diﬁpo of e
warehouse erécted by the o ngny on the property of Wy Joht
§, Fowler in Rosslym, Vae Pl details cancernﬁ.ng the eractioh.
of this bullding and- the laasa ‘of the land o which 1t stands were
glvan to you in the abovesmentioned letter from this office, but
to repest in brief, the legge of the 3and to the Govepnnent was.
for the stated sum ai’ $1,00 per year, the lesbe Yo exyiz'u{iﬁm
monthe after the cepsation of hostilitics. In oui: oFiginal ros
queat for a rulings wa proposed the inmediate temimtion of .

this: leass, the transfer of the Govarnmsnt prepsrty s¥acted thereohv-

: , o terms, and the nego@ﬁa%ion of the new
lease for tha prepe y end budlding. Your ru noted,. amor

other objections, thald our proposal was tab;aliy_&a oot
laek of statutery authuriby to d:lapaae of the props

,,ubsequent to the date of your ruling on Decamber 16; 1946,
the President of the Unitad 3tatas s in Prodlamation d’?l& prige
claimed the cessation of hostilitiee of World War IX effawt»:l.vo
12:00 otclock noon December 3%, 1946 (12 FR 1) According o the
torms of the leasg refarred to above, it will avtomybically by
nate six moﬁths from tha catq.of the Preaiu 14 proclatation,
whi.ch will bo the J0th day . of -Jyle 1947+ - The owhey of the real
property i nvolved hag i

the Linprovements avected on the lands This in effgct forcss the

1n queﬂ%ion.

_ e us hat he will not rapew the lsdse i
at that time; and the wverment @11 conaequently loge the use of

narehouse and other improvemonts sradted by the Govorndent into the

category of surplus propertys. it would, therefore, appear that the,

mg,ulati ons issaed pursuant, t.e tma oux‘plua Pmperty Act of 1944 may
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)rovisiems of & st,..v.mta aﬂtheﬂzing mg @»Spoﬁitieu df 811!?
proparty.. ' | | | |
- Reviewing t.he f&nt.@ of %e gweaezat mt%ez- briai‘ly, i@ i..b

undexetood f.hm‘f. by lea&e Ne. ';3&2-16’.2 dated, ;sar«:h é, 1943, i



John fg;;._' leer lsased to the Gowernuent cevtain wwehmwo property
in Resslys, Virginia, for 8 tern beglaning on t,na:t-'-'rta% and cnding
Juns 3@ 1%3, at a remsal mf g,w,sn a year, ws.th ah ag:%an in
the mvemment to remw ma lmsa i‘rom year to your net: b&yﬂm
Junb 30 1%5. It agapeam that tha leasa was renmd far tha
t‘iwa.l yaars 1944 aid 19&5, amd tha*b ths pr party m eé._f:j.‘_""f_‘_ed by
the Gewmmnﬁ umsil Juna ?ﬂ, 194‘6 whaa the Ieaaaw mtﬁiw thu
Jmfament that he wauld ‘10‘5\ renem thé 1@&5& i’urmwu m, 1%
appem that by leazze Ho. '_@1, &ate& Augtwt 10, 19&3, m.
F(mler leaaad tu the &avamant & vitant 13%. adj&cén% te tha
buﬂémg oevmd by the

'\ le&aa at-a renta]. of. $1 a y‘gaw fqr
a tem begi!ming o% that data and. ending Jtm )B 1944, with an-
c»ptm ia tha Governs

@% m rena- the: leaeo frum yes

6 bo yé&i? ngt
usm months aﬂ.exr haa’oili.tiaa in the ﬁresefm Wﬁrw W sball

: haw oaase&o

showld have the st to ereeis 5 » on.
structures were fﬁe mmai:n m 9 SEIPTEPa.
| be romoved by the Govs t‘_._' b

by u @ lessob, si;;_, i?"--' ;":
tendeaa by any renewals thereéf restnm the pr@nisias to tha qam
"Ondltla’ﬂ 28 that exd 01’:1@&, a* t.he tma of qn%riug upon tham undar

the lease, raasmable %rd ordmax*y maar ard. t«mr mtd damages ay

the slescats or by circumstances over which the Government hod no
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com_isgoia, emam.e&, g?rm&;éaﬁ;if i leas:é‘ir gave the %vammm 30 days*
m'i.tten #ati-'m' mquiring s’uéﬁ-' 'réétamﬁﬁn.- 0B the pﬁb"ﬁfia}i’ﬁy cavared
by aaié lease Ea. Oss*éﬁ--%.e., thﬂ vacan*b lot»-the foiee a:E
Strateg;w Serv:lms ereswﬁ a w&wse.

When the matw was oubmmezs originally z@;«. defc_ﬁéai;biy i%

wag stated ‘sha% yatu' agamy alm iﬂ accu mehmw in
}mmasda, sﬁarylanﬁg tha!h hha presem operati.on of malx scabtemd
| wamhousaa ie inemmiantg tha& the warehouse in Eat&eadn hae no
rauway enmecttmu-—aa bhe two mshm:sea in Rassm appmmur
have; that the Government. has a dmﬁmt mtamdt in aeqmi.ring
the use of both. w&ren:@u;aess in Eﬂﬁalm. and in ghving up the Bethesda
warélmuaa 3 ond that such an aﬁaﬁagemeui would give"‘:a- ceﬂtralized
warehousing. and iasuing center and far greater aaenrity to: opsrational
commnd cations. eqnipmnb.
| Thus, the property hera involved can in 1o gense be regarded
as surplug to the needs and responsibilities of ym agency, re= |
gardlesg of tha faah f.-hat- with the termination of tie lease on June.
306, 1947, the land on whid& it ia located 'aill have. to be restored
te its original conditim, naes—aait.aﬁng the remoml oi? tha Wax'e»»
house building. The fac’t. e:r the mabt&r ia that th@ wn‘t»mnad use

of the warehouss ya:,‘pgz,a&j-‘ _by’ your agency af‘bar Jum 39 i;s deemed.
d@gj_.r:ébla-' and of grast advantage to the uniteﬂ_ atata&_-fw various

reasons, . The gole difficulby is in effecting an arvangawent to

insure such continued use ugon favorable terms. And, while such
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difticulty is fully appreeia%ed, there 1§ percelved mo 1mgé1 basis
for holding that the Surplus Property Act of 1944 contains suthority
to Aispose of property which im fact 1s net surplus.

tespectfully,

{8ignsd) Lindsay . Warren

.. Comptroller General
of the United States.
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