COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
. WASHINGTON 25

£
¥

tr, Keith Heilson, Anthoriszed Certifying officer,

Tational Park Service, |

United States Departmeﬁt of the Imterior,
Chicago 5k, Tllinois.

 Dear ¥r, leilson:

neferente is made to your letter of Jamary 11, 19L&, trafio-
witting a voucher stated in faver of the Eashiﬁgﬁan Title Insurance
Company, of Seattle, Washington, in the amount of 3400, as a pro-
posed payment for certificates of title issued by that company for
lands being acquired for ‘the (lynpic Public Works froject (F. P, 723)
“'under appropriation 1l-ih3/50811 ational Industrisl Recovery, rublie
‘ﬁbﬁk#fédministratien (Allotment to Intorior, Habtional Park Service),
1933-1945, and requesting decision as to whether the voucher nay be
certified for payment under that appropriation,

 Your letter, in materlal part, is as follows:

RThe charges are in accordance with the schedule of fees seb
“out in combract Ho. I-li7np~2, dated Aupust 8, 19LE, copy atbtached.
Special Atborney Charles Hs Helghton of the Department of Justice has
certified apon each invoice that the certificates of title have been

received and are satisfactory. The allocation of funds for the project
by the Fublic Forks Administration provides as follows:
miFor the construction of roads; trails, firebreaks,; lookout

towersy ranger cabinsg; public beach facilities and ubilities, including
sawers, waver end telephone systems nccessary for the conssrvation

of naturzsl resources and for the employrzant of fire protection
personnel and the purchase of fire protection supulies and equipment
in the corrider along the (uests River from Olympic Hational Park to
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‘the ocean; in the ocean strip from the mouth of the fueets River to
the Ozette Indian Reservabion and in the approximately 1,520 acres
of orivately ovmed land west of Lezke Crescent and Rosemary Imm
Property within the Olympic National Park including the purchase of
these areas and expenses incident therpto, also expenses incident

" {0 a determination of availability of timber in these areas and else-

where within the Olympic Hational Park for 1or“1nL in comnection with
the war prOﬂram.lncludlnr cruises, selection of ‘trees for cubtting,
supervision; of sales, etc,!

"ou will note that the authorization gpecifically provides for
tthe purchase of these areas and expenses incident thereto,t' The
Atvorney Genergl, by letter of June 21, 19L5, copy attached, was re~
guested to acquire the necessary lands by condemnation. The cost of
the certificates of title, as covered by the enclosed voucher, is a
necessary part of the expense of acquiring the lands by condemnation.
In a similar ‘case, your deelSlon A-88353 of June 18, 1938, to the .
uecretary'of the Interior, you held that !'iunds nade available for
such acquisition may be considered as obligated by the institution
of condemnation proceedings for such lands not only for the price
to be paid for the lands but also for the expenses incident to the
condemnation proceedings,! Accordingly, please advise me whether
I may properly coertify the abtached voucher covering the cost of
the certificates of title which ig a necessary expense incident to
the condennation procesdings even though contract Fo. I-h7np-2 was
entered into after the date the appropriation lapsed for obligation.?

When an>apprqpriation is by its terms made available until a
specified daté, the general rule is that the availability reletes:
to the authority to obligate the appropriation and doés not necessarily.
1rohibi£ payment after the avelilable date for obligations previously -
incurred, unless the- paymsnt is i;?erv1se expressly prohibited by
statute, 23 Gcmp. Gen, 362; Egyf—a Comps Gen. 11363 19 Comp. Gen,
863, Also, it has been held that an appropriation is obligated wheﬁ
a definite commitmeni is made ¢r liability incurred to pay funds
from such appropriation, regardiess of when payment of the obligation
is required to be made, B-190, June 12, 1939,

In the present case, it appears that, by letter of June 21, 1915,

the Secretary of the Interior reque:ted the Attorney General to insbitute
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condemnation proceedings for the acguisition of the laids involved.
The letter further advised‘the Attorney (eneral that:

tpublic Torks funds are aveilable for paJment of the awards
(Approgrﬂanion~ 1b—hL 3/50311, Fational Industrial Recovery, Fublic
torks Aduinis uratlon, Alotment to 1ntmrlor, National Park’ “prv1ce,
1933-19145).

MHr, Pregton P. “acy Superintendent, Olympic National Pavk,
Port Angeles, Washington, will furnish the. United States Attorney
with o:nership data, plats, and such other information as may be
desired in connection with the preparaticn of the petition for .
condennation,!
Thus, the appropriation referred to in said lebter then became
obligated for the acquisition of the lands. 17 Comp, Gen. 6ol

While the contract with the Washington Title Insurance chaanj
for ahe title gervices here 1uvclved was ncet entered into until
August 8, 1945--which was subsequent to June 30, l9h5,‘the Jast date
on which the appropriation was available for obllgation--yet, the
title ‘services appear to involve necessary expenses in connection
with the condemnation procesdings and, therefore, are incident to
the proceedings for the aequisition of the lands by condemnation,
Hence, the appropriation may be regarded as having been obligated
therefor at the time the regquest was made for the institution of the
proceedings, or on June 21, 1945. See decision of dJune 18, 1938,
A-38353, to the Secretary of the Interior, referred to by youa

Accordingly, this office will interpose no objection to
certification of the voucher for payment under the appropriation

mentioned, if otherwise free from objection.
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The voucher and related papers are returned nerewith,

Enclosures”

Respectiully,

U

{Signed) Lindsay €. Warrem

Comptroller General
of‘?he Inited States




