WASHINGTON 28

YAY 7 - 1952

" Reference is made to the case of Interstatas Co'xatruotion Company "'i

i mwa Stat.ea, Civil Astion Fo. 901/ dacided by the Distrist Court 9: m

<

_Gontractars, subcontractors, snd material men, for work, supplies, or
services firnished between September 16, 1940, and Aupust 14, 1945,

uider contractis gntero\t ‘nto pursuant to secilen 201 of the First diar
/v e i {f" ;/}‘/'/"

AN

_Povers tot, 1941/ 50 U.5.C. Supp. 1V, Appe 611.
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Cection 4 of the 1945 act prowvides that pajmsnt of the amounts

allo%'ed thereunder shall be made from approprigtions or funds for
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Similar vork, rervices, or supplies svailable at the time of the settle-
mntﬁ and sutherizes appropriations therefor to be rade when no such
" Bppropriations ere then available. ‘-ection 6 of the act provides that

g “h@ﬁever any claimant is dissatisfied with the action taken by the depari~
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"" court, instead of issuing an order to the Depﬁrtmnt of the Ax‘nv‘:to psy‘

tbe amount awarded, entered a Jjudgment against the United States in

fhe usual form &nd manner. It is reported that said judgment has baen

paid by the Finance Officer, Army finance Center, St. louis, :«,Lissouri;
Under the provisions of Title 31 Unifed States Code, section 583{/

estizates of appropriations for the payment of judgrents against the

- 4 United States are required to bs submitted to the Congress, and when the

@ppropriations are rade, paysent of the Judgments, with certain excep-

tions not waterial here, is required to be made by the Genersl Accounting

Cffice, 28 UuS.Ce 2414;'” Consequently, in the absence of specific

8ithority, appropristions or funds of the departuents or agencies for
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rat,ions or activlties out of which the causes of actlon arlse axe

' t,_ gvailable to pay such judgmnts. 15 Comp. Gen. 933.
3 "Sinse an eatimm for. ﬂm@nyman'o of the judgment here in question
‘\c:r.:[fdn['sv seitsiqetgs®W o :

% "#83 Wﬂy ' gudnis 164 to *the Congross and en appropriation therefor was

. ;éaae by the ,Supplemental Appropristion Act, 1952, Public Lsw 253,
PN 5 AZ 2 ‘fj;:?

Novembor 1, 1951;1 o sottlement will be igaued by the Claims

approved
; ':mvxsxon of thie Office carglng the amount of the judgment to the
propriation "201(1741 .mdgment.s, Unitod Statea courts“ and directing

-a;wthe deposit thereof to the credit. oi‘ the approprmuon of ths Dopartment

; Ihe mt’oer 18 c&lled t.o ycm' a‘btention wit.h the view to avoiding e
krecurrence of the unauthorised paymnt procednre followed 1n this case N
. which might well resalt. in duplicate payment of judgments and possih]y

unrecoverable losses to the United States.

“incerely yours,

Lindgsay C. Wamren

Cowptroller Ceneral
of the Cnited Gtates
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