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DIGEST 

An employee and a n o t h e r  a d u l t  shared a n  a p a r t m e n t  for  which  
b o t h  s i q n e d  t h e  lease. The employee  is e n t i t l e d  to  reim- 
b u r s e m e n t  of o n l y  50 p e r c e n t  of t h e  lease t e r m i n a t i o n  
e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n c i d e n t  to h i s  t r a n s f e r ,  e v e n  though  h e  
may have  p a i d  a l l  t h e  e x p e n s e s .  S e e  - F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  Regula-  
t i o n s ,  para. 2-6 . l . c  and f .  

DBC IS ION 

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  h o l d s  t h a t  Mr. S t e v e n  K. P e a c o c k ,  a n  employee 
of t h e  Bureau  of R e c l a m a t i o n ,  Depa r tmen t  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  is  
e n t i t l e d  t o  o n l y  50 p e r c e n t  of t h e  lease t e r m i n a t i o n  
e x p e n s e s  he  i n c u r r e d  when h e  changed  h i s  pe rmanen t  d u t y  
s t a t i o n e l /  - 
M r .  Peacock  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a new d u t y  s t a t i o n  i n  P h o e n i x ,  
A r i z o n a ,  o n  September 25, 1987.  I n c i d e n t  to  t h e  t ransfer ,  
h e  i n c u r r e d  e x p e n s e s  of $788.05 for t e r m i n a t i n g  h i s  apart-  
ment lease which  was i n  h i s  name and t h e  name of a n o t h e r  
person w i t h  whom h e  s h a r e d  t h e  premises. S i n c e  h e  s h a r e d  
t h e  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t h i s  a d u l t ,  who was n o t  a member o f  h i s  
immediate fami ly ,  t h e  Bureau  o f  R e c l a m a t i o n  r e i m b u r s e d  o n l y  
50 p e r c e n t  of t h i s  amount ,  or $394.03. M r ,  Peacock  s ta tes  
t h a t  h e  p a i d  all of t h e  a p a r t m e n t  e x p e n s e s  and s h o u l d  be 
r e i m b u r s e d  t h e  e n t i r e  amount. 

I n  order for an employee to  r e c e i v e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  of t h e  
e x p e n s e s  h e  i n c u r s  f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of a n  u n e x p i r e d  lease,  
t h e  lease mus t  be i n  h i s  name a l o n e  or i n  t h e  j o i n t  names of 
t h e  employee and a member of h i s  immedia t e  f a m i l y .  F e d e r a l  i 

T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s  (FTR) ,  para. 2-6. l .c  (Supp ,  4 ,  Augus t  23, 
1 9 8 2 ) .  I f  a p e r s o n  who is  n o t  a member of t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  

1/ Ms. Amy F. M i t c h e l l ,  A u t h o r i z e d  C e r t i f y i n g  O f f i c e r ,  
E u r e a u  of R e c l a m a t i o n ,  r e q u e s t e d  o u r  d e c i s i o n .  



immediate fami ly  has  a j o i n t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l ea seho ld ,  such 
as h e r e ,  t hen  t h e  employee may be reimbursed only  f o r  t h e  
expenses  he i n c u r s  commensurate w i t h  h i s  i n t e re s t  i n  t h e  
l ea seho ld .  - See FTR, para .  2-6.1.f (Supp. 4, August 23, 
1982); B-182276, Apr. 10, 1975; -- see a l s o  Anthony 
Stampone 111, B-223018, Sept .  30, 1986. Accordingly, t h e  
agency c o r r e c t l y  reimbursed Mr. Peacock 50 pe rcen t  of t h e  
lease t e rmina t ion  expenses.  
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