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Employee t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e  D e f e n s e  
C o n t r a c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  R e g i o n ,  
Los A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  may n o t  b e  reim- 
b u r s e d  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  and  s u b s i s t -  
e n c e  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  more t h a n  6 m o n t h s  
a f t e r  h e  reported f o r  d u t y  a t  h i s  new 
o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  
f a m i l y  d i d  n o t  v a c a t e  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a t  h i s  
o l d  d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  h i s  c la im f o r  r e i m b u r s e -  
ment  m u s t  b e g i n  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  
h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  new d u t y  s t a t i o n .  

Mr. Robert  C. W o o l f o r k ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  D e f e n s e  
Logistics Agency a t  Lamoore, C a l i f o r n i a ,  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
Downey, C a l i f o r n i a ,  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  d u t y  a t  h i s  new d u t y  
s t a t i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  16 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  w i t h  r e l o c a t i o n  e x p e n s e  au- 
t h o r i z e d .  H e  r e q u e s t e d  a t r a v e l  a d v a n c e  of $ 8 1 2 ,  which  was 
p a i d  o n  J u n e  4 ,  1982 .  When h e  d i d  n o t  f i l e  a t r a v e l  v o u c h e r  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t i m e ,  p a y r o l l  d e d u c t i o n s  b e g a n  o n  Novem- 
ber 1 1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  a d v a n c e .  On November 29 ,  1982 ,  
h e  s u b m i t t e d  a v o u c h e r  c l a i m i n g  t e m p o r a r y  quarters s u b s i s t -  
e n c e  e x p e n s e s  i n  t h e  amoun t  o f  $ 9 3 1 . 5 0  w h i c h  were i n c u r r e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  per iod  S e p t e m b e r  17 t o  October 16 ,  1982 .  The 
a g e n c y  d i s a l l o w e d  Mr. W o o l f o r k ' s  claim o n  t h e  bas i s  t h a t  h e  
h a d  n o t  o c c u p i e d  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  time allowed. 

A t  M r .  W o o l f o r k ' s  request t h e  a g e n c y  h a s  a s k e d  f o r  a 
d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  h i s  e n t i t l e m e n t  to  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  
e x p e n s e s . ' /  I t  is  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  h e  was d e l a y e d  f rom 
o c c u p y i n g - t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  b e c a u s e  h i s  t r a v e l  a d v a n c e  was 
n o t  p r o c e s s e d  u n t i l  J u n e  1982  and  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
r e q u i r i n g  o c c u p a n c y  o f  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  

- 1 /  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  was r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  C h i e f ,  A c c o u n t i n g  
a n d  F i n a n c e  D i v i s i o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Comptroller, D e f e n s e  
Logistics Agency.  I t  was f o r w a r d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Per 
D i e m ,  T r a v e l  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A l l o w a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  and  
a s s i g n e d  PDTATAC C o n t r o l  No. 85-28.  
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s h o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  F o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  
below, w e  s u s t a i n  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  d e n i a l  of M r .  W o o l f o r k ' s  
claim. 

Payment  of s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  of a n  employee a n d  h i s  
f a m i l y  w h i l e  o c c u p y i n g  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  of d u t y  s t a t i o n  is  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  
5 U.S.C.  S 5 7 2 4 a ( a ) ( 3 )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  C h a p t e r  2 ,  
P a r t  5 o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n c o r p .  by r e f . ,  
4 1  C.F.R. S 101-7.003,  a n d  f u r t h e r  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  c h a p t e r  13  
of v o l u m e  2 ,  J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e .  P a r a g r a p h  2-5.2e o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s  ( a s  reflected i n  para .  C13005.1 o f  2 JTR 
( C h .  1 7 7 ,  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 ) )  r e q u i r e s  o c c u p a n c y  of t e m p o r a r y  
q u a r t e r s  t o  b e g i n  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  30 d a y s  f r o m  t h e  da t e  t h e  
e m p l o y e e  reports t o  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  o r ,  i f  n o t  begun  
d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod ,  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  30 d a y s  f r o m  t h e  date t h e  
f a m i l y  v a c a t e s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  o l d  d u t y  s t a t i o n .  

The r e g u l a t i o n s  do  n o t  p r o h i b i t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  
t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  e x p e n s e s  f o r  claims commencing b e t w e e n  
t h e  per iod  e n d i n g  30 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e m p l o y e e  reports f o r  
d u t y  a t  t h e  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  and  t h e  30-day period b e g i n n i n g  
when t h e  f a m i l y  v a c a t e s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  o l d  d u t y  
s t a t i o n .  5 4  Comp. Gen. 1 3  ( 1 9 7 4 ) .  However ,  where  t h e  
e m p l o y e e ' s  f a m i l y  does n o t  v a c a t e  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  o ld  
d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  o c c u p a n c y  o f  t e m p o r a r y  quarters  m u s t  commence 
w i t h i n  30  d a y s  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  t r a n s f e r .  D a n i e l  J. 
T u r n e r ,  B-211341, J u l y  1 2 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  and  R o b e r t  C .  K e l l y ,  
B-189998, March 2 2 ,  1978 .  

T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  record t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
e m p l o y e e ' s  f a m i l y  v a c a t e d  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  old d u t y  
s t a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  M r .  W o o l f o r k ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y  e x p i r e d  
30 d a y s  a f t e r  h e  r e p o r t e d  for  d u t y  i n  Downey. The f a c t  t h a t  
h i s  t r a v e l  a d v a n c e  was d e l a y e d  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  a s  a bas i s  f o r  
a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h a t  rule .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Y r .  W o o l f o r k ' s  
claim f o r  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  e x p e n s e s  may n o t  be p a i d .  
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