
1 .  

2. 

B o t h  of two unifd&-med s e r v i c e  members, 
X ~ O  3L-e i . Ia r r ied  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  had  
d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  o m  r i g h t  
p r i o r  t o  thei i :  m a r r i a g e ,  may be p a i d  a n  
i n c r e a s e d  b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  q u a r t e r s  
on a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d e p e n d -  
ef i ts ,  whcn t h e  s p o u s e s  d o  n o t  r e s i d e  
t o g e t h e r  tis a f a m i l y  u n i t  because of 
t h e i r  d u t y  a s s i g n m e n t s .  W h e t h e r  t h e  
d e p e n d e n t s  l res i .de w i t h  o n e ,  b o t h ,  or 
n e i t h e r  of them w o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e i r  
e n t i t l e m c n t ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  each  member 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  s u p p o r t s  h i s  o r  h e r  d e p e n d -  
e n t  a n d  i s  riot a s s i g n e d  t o  G o v e r n m e n t  
f a m i l y  q u a r t e r s .  

When t w o  u n i f o r m e d  s e r v i c e  members who 
a re  married to  each o t h e r  a n d  who h a d  
d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t  
pr ior  t o  t he i r  m a r r i a g e ,  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e  same o r  a d j a c e n t  b a s e s ,  a r e  n o t  
a s s i g n e d  G o v e r n m e n t  q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  l i v e  
t o g e t h e r  a s  a f a m i l y  u n i t ,  o n l y  o n e  inem- 
ber may r e c e i v e  a q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  a t  
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  " w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s "  r a t e  , 
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  member may r e c e i v e  i t  a t  
t h e  " w i t h o u t - d e p e n d e n t s "  r a t e .  O n l y  o n e  
s e t  of f a m i l y  q u a r t e r s  is r e q u i r e d  a n d  
a l l  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
same c la s s  o f  d e p e n d e n t s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  a l l o w a n c e  is  based w h e t h e r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  members  or n o t .  
To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  60 C o m p .  Gen.  399 
( 1 9 8 1 )  may be u n d e r s t o o d  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  
t h i s  h o l d i n g ,  i t  is h e r e b y  m o d i f i e d .  
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3 .  when a u n i f o r r ; l e d  s e r v i c e  member's c h i l d  
rneets the q~,~\a.t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  b e c o m i n g  
t h e  1nc:nber s d e p e n d e n t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
mcrr;bpr I s ~!iar::iz?ge t o  a n o t h e r  Inenber 
who i s  n o t  i-.!ie c h i l d ' s  n a L u r a l  p a r e n t  
a n d  t h e  mei:i';>ers h a v e  o t h e r  dcpender , t  
c h i l d r e n ,  t he  c h i l d  j o i n s  t h e  c l a s s  
of dependent c h i l d r e n  u p o n  w h i c h  t .he  
member -pa rL? i i t '  s i n c r e a s e d  b a s i c  a l low-  
ance For quarters, e n t i t l e r n e r , t  is  
d e t e r m i n e d .  

4 .  U n d e r  37 U.S.C. S 4 0 3 ( h )  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  s e r v i c e  c o n c e r n e d  may make d e -  
p e n d e n c y  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  
f o r  e n l i s t e d  memb'2rs '  q u a r t e r s  allowance 
e n t i t l e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  d e t e r m i - n a t i o n s  a r e  
f i n a l  a n d  may n o t  be r c v i e w e d  by  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A c c o u n t i n g  O f f i c e .  However, 
t h a t  p r o v i s j . o n  does n o t  a p p l y  t o  o f f i -  
ce rs  a n d  t h e  Coxpt ro l le r  G e n e r a l  r e n d e r s  
d e c i s i o n s  i n  o f f i c e r s '  cases  a n d  a l s o  i n  
e n l i s t e d  members' cases  when r e q u e s t e d  
b y  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of u n i -  4 

f o r m i t y  i t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  f o r w a r d  
d o u b t f u l  c a ses  t o  t h e  Comptrol ler  G e n e r -  
a l  f o r  d e c i s i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e r e  a n  
o f f i c e r  i s  mar r i ed  t o  a n  e n l i s t e d  
member. 

T h i s  a c t i o n  r e s p o n d s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  a n  
a u t h o r i z e d  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Coas t  
Guard  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of p a y m e n t  of i n c r e a s e d  
bas i c  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  q u a r t e r s  o n  a c c o u n t  of d e p e n d e n t s ,  
as c l a i m e d  b y  C h i e f  W a r r a n t  O f f i c e r  R o n a l d  G .  H u l l ,  
USCG,  a n d  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  Doris H .  H u l l ,  U S C G ,  who  a r e  
marr ied t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  a r e  n o t  a s s i g n e d  t o  G o v e r n m e n t  
q u a r t e r s .  
u n i t ,  o n e  is e n t i t l e d  t o  b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  q u a r t e r s  a t  
t h e  w i t h - d e p e n d e n t  r a t e  a n d  o n e  a t  t h e  w i t h o u t - d e p e n d e n t  
r a t e .  When t h e  members are p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  r e s i d i n g  
t o g e t h e r  a s  a f a m i l y  u n i t  by  t h e i r  d u t y  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  
t h e y  b o t h  may be e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  a l l o w a n c e  a t  t h e  w i t h -  
d e p e n d e n t  r a t e .  

ACO-CG-1411 by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  M i l i t a r y  P a y  
a n d  A l l o w a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  

When t h e  members r e s i d e  t o g e t h e r  as  a f a m i l y  

T h e  s u b m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  c o n t r o l  number  
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F a c t s  and  Quesk ions  ? - r e s e n t e d  . . . - -_ -_-- 

R o n a l d  a n d  Dor is  H u l . 1  w ~ r e  m a r r i e d  i n  J a n u a r y  
1382.  P r i o r  t o  th?ir  m 2 r r i A g c  M r .  H u l l  r e c e i v e d  a n  
i n c r e a s e d  a l . l ov ia r~~ t .  on aczouri t  o f  his ciclught?r  of a prc- 
v i o u s  i t iarr iaye (to ~3 n o ; I - i : i ~ ~ i ~ ~ h e r ) ,  arid a sori Zor wIi0ii.l  ~ I C  
p r c v i d . ? d  j u d i c i a l l y  o r d e r e d  s u p p o r t .  Mrs. H u l l  r e c e i v e d  
a n  i r icredsed d l lo \ \~a i?ce  o n  a c c o u n t  oE h e r  d a u q h t e r  of a 
previocis  rmrr iaGe ( t o  a no!i--rnember).  

w i t h  th1:ir m o t h e r ,  a n d  i4rs. Null's d a u g h t e r  resj.des w i t h  
h e r .  ' T h e  r e c o r d  f u r t h e r  i n d i . c a t e s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e i r  
m a r r i a g e ,  M r .  a n d  Mrs. H u l l  and h e r  dauc;l i ter  h a v e  a t  
t i i c e s  r e s i d e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  a f a m i l y  u n i t ,  b u t  p r e s e n t l y  
t h e  two nisinbers a r e  r e s i d i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
a r e a s .  B o t h  I l r .  a n d  Krs. I - t u i l  claim a n  i n c r e a s e d  b a s i c  
a l l o w a n c e  f o r  q u a r t e r s  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t ( s ) ,  
e a c h  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  own r i q h t .  

! 

It a p p e a r s  t h a t  59th of Nr. Hull's c h i l d r e n  r e s i d e  

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p r i o k y  of p a y m e n t  o f  t h e i r  
claims, t h e  c e r t i f y i n g  officer a s k s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
q u e s t i o n s :  

1 .  Are b o t h  mex!:Jcrs e n t i t l e d  t o  
b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  
w i t h - d e p e n d e n t  r a t e ?  

2 .  Would y o u r  a n s w e r  be t h e  same 
i f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  
a n o t h e r  ( n o t  a m e m b e r ) ?  

3 .  I f  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  q u e s t i o n  1 i s  
a f f i r m a t i v e ,  w o u l d  t h e  a n s w e r  be t h e  same 
i f  t h e  members were l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s  a 
f a m i l y  u n i t  a t  t h e  same o r  a d j a c e n t  d u t y  
s t a t i . o n s ,  u n d e r  e a c h  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
s i t u a t i o n s :  

a. a l l  c h i l d r e n  r e s i d e d  w i t h , t h e  
f a m i l y  u n i t .  

b. o n l y  o n e  member's c h i l d  ( c h i l d -  
r e n )  r e s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  
u n i t .  

- 3 -  
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c. none  of tne c h i l d r e n  r e s i d e d  w i t h  
t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t .  

4 .  I f  b o t h  members had  a c h i l d  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  r r . a r r i a g e  but one o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  
had  n o t  been a p p r a v e d  a s  a d z p e n d e n t ,  
cou ld  t h a t  c h i l d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  be  a p p r o v e d  
a f t e r  tilc i n a r r i a g c  t o  e n t i t l e  t h a t  meinbcr 

L t o  b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  for quarsers  a t  t h e  
wi t h - d e p c x d e n t  rate? 

D i s c u s s i o n  

I f  a d e q u a t e  Governit;ent quarters a r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d  
f o r  t h e  d e p e n d e n t s  of a s e r v i c e  meinber e n t i t l e d  t o  b a s i c  
p a y ,  t h a t  inember i s  also e n t i t l e d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  b a s i c  
a l l o w a n c e  f o r  quar te rs  o n  a c c o u n t  of h i s  or h e r  d e p e n d -  
e n t s .  37 U . S . C .  $j 4 0 3  ( 1 9 7 6 1 ,  a n d  Coast Guard  Cornpt ro l -  
l e r  l l a n u a l  (CG-264) ,  V o l u m e  2 ,  p a r a .  2B01031-F. T h e  
i n c r e a s e d  q u z r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  i s  p a i d  a t  a s i n g l e  r a t e  
b a s e d  o n  t h e  rnenker's pay g r a d e  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  number 
of d e p e n d e n t s .  When two members a r e  m a r r i e d  t o  each 
o t h e r ,  o n l y  one of thein may c la im a n  i n c r e a s e d  a l l o w a n c e  ~ 

o n  a c c o u n t  of t h e  c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  of t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .  
Comptroller 14anua1, T a b l e  2B01031-6, R u l e  1 1 ;  a n d  54 
Comp. Gen. 6 6 5 ,  667  ( 1 9 7 5 ) .  I f  one o f  t h e  s p o u s e s  is  
r e c e i v i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e d  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  h i s  or h e r  c h i l d r e n  
n o t  b o r n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  m a r r i a g e ,  a n y  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t o ,  
or a d o p t e d  b y ,  t hem a re  a p a r t  of t h e  c lass  o f  depe i ld-  
e n t s  f o r  wh ich  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a l l o w a n c e  i s  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  
p a i d .  54 C o m p .  Gen. 6 6 5  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ;  51 Comp. Gen. 4 1 3  
( 1 9 7 2 ) ;  Matter of C r u i s c ,  B-180328, October 2 1 ,  1974 .  

When a member h a s  o r  a c q u i r e s  a s t e p c h i l d  a s  a con-  
s e q u e n c e  of a m a r r i a g e  t o  a n o t h e r  member, t h e  s t e p c h i l d  
may q u a l i f y  as  a d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  b a s i c  
a l l o w a n c e  f o r  quar te rs  purposes.  37 U.S.C. 5 4 0 1 ,  a n d  
C o m p t r o l l e r  Manua l ,  para .  2B01033-B4. 

O r d i n a r i l y ,  when a member is m a r r i e d  t o  a member 
and  t h e y  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  same or a d j a c e n t  d u t y  s t a -  
t i o n s ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  a s s i g n e d  Governmen t  q u a r t e r s ,  o n l y  
o n e  member is  e n t i t l e d  to  t h e  q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  a t  t h e  
h i g h e r  w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d e p e n d e n c y  of 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The o t h e r  member r e c e i v e s  t h e  a l l o w a n c e  
a t  t h e  w i t h o u t - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e .  51 Comp. Gen. 4 1 3  
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( 1 9 7 2 )  and Comptroller blanual ,  T a . b l e  2501031-6 ,  
R u l e  1 1 .  Also,  g e n e r a l . 1 ~  vihcn a meinber i s  m a r r i e d  t o  a 
inember and  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same h o u s e h o l d  a n d  o n e  
of t h e  rnervbcrs i s  receiving s. q u a r t p y s  allowance a t  t h e  
w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e  b e c a u s e  of mir.ar d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  
from a p- rev io! i s  m a r r i a q e  n o t  r e s i d i n 9  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  
a c h i l d  born of t h e  t w o  s e r v i c e  mernbers d o e s  n o t  a u t h o r -  
i z e  t h e  paymen t  G? another  q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  a t  t h e  
wi th -d?pe i idenk  rsatc. ‘That i s  because t h e  c h i l d  of t h e  
p r e s e n t  1 , i a r r i a g e  i s  a u t o r n z t i c a l 2 y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c l a s s  
of d e p e n d e n t s  ( c h i l d r e n )  fo r  w h i c h  one of t h e  Inembers i s  
a l r e c i d y  i - e c c i v i . n g  t h ?  allowance. --_______II Matter of C r u i s e ,  
B-180328, October 2 1 ,  1 3 7 4 ;  54 Comp. Gen. 6 6 5  ( i 9 7 5 ) ;  
a n d  Matter of S a n d k u l l a ,  59 Comp. Gez.  681  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  
However, w h e r e  m a r r i e d  niemi?e-rs a re  l i v i n g  s e p a r a t e  and  
a p a r t  due t o  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  t h o u g h  m a r r i e d  
t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  q u a r t e r s  allowance e n t i t l e m e n t  is  t o  be 
d e t e r m i n z d  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  basis. Platter of S a n d k u l l a ,  
c i t e d  a b o v e .  The answers to t h e  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
Mr. and  I b l r s .  Hull’s q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  e n t i t l e m e n t s  
s h o u l d  be based  o n  t h e  rules s e t  out a b o v e .  

---_l_̂ l__- 

A n s w e r s  t o  Q u e s t i o n s  1 and  I 2 - 
R e g a r d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  1 and 2 ,  when Mr. and  Mrs. H u l - 1  

a r e  r e s i d i n g  s epa ra t e  a n d  z i p a r t  d u e  t o  t h e i r  d u t y  as-  
s i g n m e n t s ,  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  e n t i t l e m e n t s  s h o u l d  
b e  d e t e r m i n e d  on an i n d i v i d u a l  basis. S i n c e  e a c h  member 
h a s  c h i l d r e n  of h i s  o r  h e r  own f r o m  p r e v i o u s  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s ,  when t h e  members a re  l i v i n g  s e p a r a t e l y ,  t h e y  m u s t  
p r o v i d e  s e p a r a t e  s e t s  of q u a r t e r s ,  t h a t  is  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d o  n o t  l i v e  w i t h  o n e  member. I n  s u c h  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  e a c h  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  
a t  t h e  w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  case w h e t h e r  
e a c h  member ‘ s  c h i l d r e n  are i n  t h e  m e m b e r ’ s  c u s t o d y  or i n  
t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  a n o t h e r .  However ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  case ,  
t h e  member m u s t  be p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
p a y m e n t s .  I n  t h e  case of a n  i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d ,  t h e  
m e m b e r - f a t h e r  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  j u d i c i a l l y  d e c r e e d  t o  be 
t h e  f a t h e r  of t h e  c h i l d  o r  j u d i c i a l l y  o r d e r e d  t o  con-  
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  s u p p o r t .  37 U.S.C. § 4 0 1 .  
A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  s e t  o u t  a b o v e ,  
q u e s t i o n s  1 a n d  2 a r e  a n s w e r e d ,  y e s .  

A n s w e r  t o  Q u e s t i o n  3 

.- 

As to  q u e s t i o n  3 ,  when t h e  members l i v e  t o g e t h e r  as 
a f a m i l y  u n i t ,  a t  t h e  same o r  a d j a c e n t  d u t y  s t a t i o n s ,  
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t h e y  o n l y  n e e d  p r o v i d e  one set of q u a r t e r s  €or t h e  
f a m i l y  u n i t  a n d  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  e n t i t l e m e n ? .  i s  
d e t e r m i n e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  T h a t  i s ,  o n l y  o n e  member may 
r e c e i v e  t h e  quar t :e rs  a1 . l awance  a t  t h e  w i  t h - d e p e n d e n t s  
rat .e b a s e d  o n  the s i n g l e  c l a s s  o.f d e p e n d e n t s  ( c h i l d r e n )  
w h e t h e r  211, $;G:iic, or nolie of t h e  c l i i l d r e n  r e s ide  w i L h  
t h e  mmhers .  

I n  Matter  of Depenc?:?ncy D e t P m i n a t i o n ,  60  C o m p .  
~ _ _ .  - __ __-_.__--I_- 

Gen.  399  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  a member inarritkl to a n o t i i e r  member 
was h e l d  t o  be c n t i t l ' e d  t o  a b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  q u a r -  
t e r s  at t h e  " w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e "  o n  a c c o u n t  of h e r  
c h i l d  of a p r e v i o u s  m a r r i a g e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  was t h z n  
m a r r i e d  t o  a :nember a l s o  r e c e i v i n g  a w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  
q u a r t e r s  a l l o w s n c e  o n  behalf of h i s  c h i l d r e n .  S u c h  d i ia l  
w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e  e n t i t l e m e n t s  a r e  proper  when t h o  
t w o  member-spouses l i v e  s e p a r a t e  a n d  a p a r t  d u e  t o  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e i r  d u t y  a s s i g n m e n t s .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
Matter of D e p c n d c n c v  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  may be read t o  mean 
t h a t  two meInh?rs l i v i n g  i n  t h e  saxe h o u s e h o l d  may both  
be p a i d  a " w i t h - d e p e n d e n t s  r a t e "  b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  
q u a r t e r s  o n  a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t o  
p r e v i o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  h o l d i n g  i n  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  is  ~ 

h e r e b y  m o d i f i e d .  

--._ ~ --- _- -I_ _--;L- - 

Answer  t o  O u e s t i o n  4 

C o n c e r n i n g  q u e s t i o n  4 ,  i f  a c h i l d  o f  o n e  of t h e  
members h a d  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  a s  a d e p e n d e n t  p r io r  t o  t h a t  
member's m a r r i a g e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  member b u t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
met t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a d e p e n d e n t ,  i t  w o u l d  become 
o n e  of t h e  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n .  T h a t  i s ,  i t  would j o i n  
t h e  c l a s s  o f  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  upon  w h i c h  t h e  member's 
q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  e n t i t l e m e n t  i s  b a s e d ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
regard t o  q u e s t i o n s  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  3 .  

A u t h o r i t y  t o  Make D e p e n d e n c y  - -  D e t e r m i n a t i o n s  

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  f o u r  q u e s t i o n s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  
t h e  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  a l s o  a s k s  w h e t h e r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  s e r v i c e  c o n c e r n e d  s h o u l d  make d e p e n d e n c y  determi- 
n a t i o n s  u n d e r  37 U . S . C .  S 4 0 3 ( h )  f o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  member 
i n  cases i n v o l v i n g  e n l i s t e d  members married t o  o f f i -  
cers.  U n d e r  37 U.S.C. S 4 0 3 ( h )  t h e  Sec re t a ry  c o n c e r n e d  
may make d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f  " d e p e n d e n c y  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p "  
f o r  q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e  e n t i t l e m e n t s  f o r  e n l i s t e d  members 

- 6 -  
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o n l y ,  a n d  s u c h  d e t e r m i n a t i c n s  a r e  f i n a l  a n d  n o t  sub jec t  
to  r e v i e w  by " a n y  accoun:.j.ng o f f i c c r  of t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  or  a court, u n l e s s  t h e r e  is f r a u d  o r  g ross  n e q l i -  
g e n c e  .'I T h g s ,  w e  a r e  prccl .uded from r e v i c v ~ i n g  s u c h  de- 
t c L i i i i n a t i o n s  i n  inost cases.  I3owever, a s  t h e  c e r t i f y i n g  
o f f  i ce r  r e c o g n i z e s ,  we :;re n o t  p r e c l u d e d  from r e v i e w i n g  
similar d e t e r i n i n a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  of Eicers ' d e p e n d e c t s ,  
and we a l s o  d o  r e n d e r  d e c i s i o n s  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s t a t i l s  
of e n l i s t e d  ~; lexbers '  d e p e n d e n t s  when w e  arc r e q u e s t e d  
t o  d o  so by t h i ?  s e r v i c e s .  S e e ,  *Ear e x a m ? l c ,  ~ - -  Mattt'r 
of R & n ? : z z i f  E---135383,,  Kcjvemnber 6 ,  1979;  and Matter: (.)€ 
-_--.l_-_l__-_ McCr_\y scd Coop:?%, B-208598 ,  A p r i l  15 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  6 2  Coi!ip. 
Gen. I- . In the  i n t e r e s t  of u n i f o r m l y  a p p l y i n g  t h e  
r u l e s  t o  o f E i c e r s  a n d  e n l i s t e d  mernhcrs, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  cases s u c h  a s  t h e  p r z s e n t  cas2 w h e r e  an o f f i c e r  is  
married to  a n  e ; l l i s t e d  nicmber, i t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
f o r w a r d  d o s b t f u l  cases t o  u s  for a d v a n c e  d e c i s i o n .  

~. -._._ _.-- 

C o m p t r o l l &  G L n e r a l  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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