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S a l a r i e s  of t h e  Directors  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  C o u r t s  a n d  Federa l  J u d i c i a l  
C e n t e r  a n d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  a r e  by 
s t a t u t e  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  s a l a r y  of a 
Federal  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .  Under  
Ar t i c l e  I11 of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  as 
i n t e r p r e t e d  by  t h e  Supreme  C o u r t ,  
Federa l  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  p a y  i n c r e a s e s ,  n o t -  
w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  of p a y  
caps l i m i t i n g  p a y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  
e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  
b r a n c h  o f f i c i a l s .  S i n c e  d i s t r i c t  
j u d g e s '  s a l a r i e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d ,  
t h e s e  t h r e e  o f f i c i a l s  are e n t i t l e d  to  
t h e  same i n c r e a s e s ,  d e s p i t e  p a y  caps.  

The  i s s u e  p r e s e n t e d  is w h e t h e r  t h e  " p a y  caps" 
c o n t a i n e d  i n  va r ious  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a c t s  s i n c e  1 9 7 6  
l i m i t  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h ree  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  e m p l o y e e s  
whose p a y  i s  s e t  by s t a t u t e  to  b e  " t h e  same as"  t h e  
p a y  of a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e .  We h o l d  
t h a t  t h e  Director  of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o u r t s ,  t h e  Director of t h e  F e d e r a l  
J u d i c i a l  C e n t e r ,  a n d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  
t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e ,  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  to  t h e  pay caps 
c o n t a i n e d  i n  r e c e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a c t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  t h e  p a y  caps do  n o t  a p p l y  to  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s .  
The  t h r e e  o f f i c i a l s ,  b y  spec i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y ,  
a r e  t o  be p a i d  " t h e  same a s "  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s  whose 
pay h a s  i n c r e a s e d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  pay caps,  
b e c a u s e  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a c c o r d e d  
Ar t ic le  I11 j u d g e s  a g a i n s t  d i m i n u t i o n  of t h e i r  
s a l a r i e s .  
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BACKGROUND 

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a request 
from t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Wil l iam D. F o r d ,  Chai rman,  
Committee on  P o s t  O f f i c e  and C i v i l  S e r v i c e ,  House  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  r e q u e s t i n g  o u r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  ra tes  
of p a y  s e t  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  Director,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o u r t s ,  
Director ,  F e d e r a l  J u d i c i a l  C e n t e r ,  and  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  C h i e f  Jus t ice .  P u r s u a n t  t o  Pay 
O r d e r  82-2 i s s u e d  by t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o u r t s  ( 4 7  Fed. Reg. 4715,  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  
1 9 8 2 ) ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s  now r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  
s a l a r y  of $70 ,300  w h i l e  P u b l i c  Law 97-92, 9 5  S t a t .  
1 1 8 3  ( 1 9 8 1 )  , p l a c e s  a ''cap" on t h e  s a l a r i e s  of top 
e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  employees  
a t  $59 ,500 .  Fle have  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  o n  t h i s  matter 
f rom t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o u r t s  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e )  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  h i g h e r  
s a l a r y  r a t e  f o r  t h e s e  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s  on  t h e  bas i s  
o f  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  d i r e c t l y  l i n k i n g  t h e  pay  
of t h e  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s  t o  t h e  pay  of a F e d e r a l  
d i s t r i c t  j udge . 

The Director o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  is t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  c o u r t s .  
28 U.S.C. S 6 0 4 .  P r i o r  t o  1967 h i s  s a l a r y  was f i x e d  
a t  a s p e c i f i c  amount r a n g i n g  from $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1939 to 
$27,000 i n  1964.  S e e  28 U.S.C. S 603. I n  1967,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2 1 3 ( d )  of t h e  F e d e r a l  S a l a r y  A c t ,  
P u b i i c  Law 90-206, 8 1  S t a t .  613,  635 ( 1 9 6 7 1 ,  t h e  
C o n g r e s s  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  h i s  s a l a r y  " s h a l l  b e  t h e  same 

S 6 0 3  ( 1 9 7 0 ) .  
- as t h e  s a l a r y  o f  a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e . "  23  U.S.C. 

---. '...... 

The s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  
o f f i c i a l s  which  a re  i n  q u e s t i o n  a r e  s e t  by r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  Director of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
O f f i c e .  The Director  of t h e  F e d e r a l  J u d i c i a l  
C e n t e r  r e c e i v e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  " t h e  same a s  t h a t  o f "  
t h e  Director of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e .  See 
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28 U.S.C. S 626 ( 1 9 7 6 ) .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
t o  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  r e c e i v e s  a s a l a r y  f i x e d  by t h e  
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  " a t  a r a t e  w h i c h  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  
s a l a r y  p a y a b l e "  to  t h e  Director of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
O f f i c e .  28  U.S.C.S 6 7 7 ( a )  ( 1 9 7 6 ) .  S i n c e  t h e  
s a l a r i e s  of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of Director of t h e  F e d e r a l  
J u d i c i a l  C e n t e r  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  a re  t i e d  to t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  Director 
o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e ,  w e  s h a l l  f o c u s  o u r  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  s a l a r y  r a t e  of t h i s  l a t t e r  p o s i t i o n .  

T h e  s a l a r i e s  of h i g h - l e v e l  e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s -  
l a t i v e ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  o f f i c i a l s  a re  s u b j e c t  t o  
a d j u s t m e n t  by  two m e c h a n i s m s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  
S a l a r y  A c t  of 1 9 6 7 ,  P u b l i c  Law 90-206,  T i t l e  11, 
81  S t a t .  613, e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  m e c h a n i s m  for a 
q u a d r e n n i a l  r e v i e w  of e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a n d  
j u d i c i a l  s a l a r i e s .  See 2 U.S.C. § §  351-361 ( 1 9 7 0 ) .  
S e c o n d ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S a l a r y  C o s t - o f - L i v i n g  A d j u s t -  
m e n t  A c t ,  P u b l i c  Law 31-82, T i t l e  11, 89 S t a t .  419 
( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s a l a r i e s  c o v e r e d  by t h e  
F e d e r a l  S a l a r y  A c t  of 1 9 6 7  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  same 
c o m p a r a b i l i t y  a d j u s t n e n t  o n  October 1 of e a c h  y e a r  as 
is made t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  S c h e d u l e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
of 5 U.S .C .  5 5305. S e e  5 U.S.C. § 5318.  See a l so  
28  U.S.C. 5 461.  

I n  1 9 7 6  t h e  C o n g r e s s  i m p o s e d  t h e  f i r s t  i n  .a 
se r ies  of "caps" o n  e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a n d  
j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  s a l a r i e s  by  l i m i t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s  t o  p a y  t h e  s a l a r i e s  r e f e r r e d  to i n  
s e c t i o n  2 2 5 ( f )  of t h e  F e d e r a l  S a l a r y  A c t  of 1 9 6 7 ,  a s  
amended ( 2  U.S.C. 3561, t o  t h e  r a t e  payable  o n  
S e p t e m b e r  30 ,  1 9 7 6 .  See P u b l i c  L a w  94-440,  T i t l e  I T ,  
October 1, 1 9 7 6 ,  90  S t a t .  1439 .  T h e  o n e  f l a w  i n  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  respec t  to  F e d e r a l  j u d g e s  c o v e r e d  by 
Ar t ic le  I11 of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  pay cap 
was h e l d  by  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t o  h a v e  " d i m i n i s h e d "  
t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of F e d e r a l  j u d g e s  w h i c h ,  by opera- 
t i o n  o f  P u b l i c  Law 34-82 ,  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  by 
4 . 8  p e r c e n t  o n  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 7 6 .  I n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v .  
Will, e t  a l . ,  4 4 9  U.S. 200 (19GO), t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
h e l d  t h a t  P u b l i c  L a w  94-440 v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
c l a u s e  of Ar t i c l e  I11 of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  p u r -  
p o r t e d l y  r e p e a l i n g  a pay i n c r e a s e  t h a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  
t a k e n  e f f e c t .  

.. . , 
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Pay cap l e g i s l a t i o n  was p a s s e d  i n  1977  and 1 9 7 8  
t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  O c t o b e r  i n c r e a s e s  f rom 
t a k i n g  e f f e c t  as i n t e n d e d  o n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  h i g h -  
l e v e l  e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  
e m p l o y e e s .  S i n c e  t h e s e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a c t  l i m i t a t i o n s  
were e n a c t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  October 1 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ,  
t h e y  were n o t  f o u n d  to  be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  w i t h  
respect to  F e d e r a l  j u d g e s .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v.  Will, 
4 4 9  U . S .  2 0 0 ,  226-229. S e e  a l so  P u b l i c  Law 95-66 ,  
July 11, 1 9 7 7 ,  9 1  S t a t .  270; P u b l i c  Law 95-391, 
5 3 0 4 ( a ) ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  92  S t a t .  763 ,  788-789. 

I n  1979  t h e  p a y  cap l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a 
c o n t i n u i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a c t  was n o t  e n a c t e d  u n t i l  
a f t e r  O c t o b e r  1. See P u b l i c  Law 96-86 ,  § 1 0 1 ( c ) ,  
October 1 2 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  93  S t a t .  6 5 6 ,  657-658. The  Supreme  
C o u r t  r u l e d  i n  \ J i l l  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  
1 9 7 9  p a y  cap r e f e r r e d  t o  " e x e c u t i v e  e m p l o y e e s , "  t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n  was i n t e n d e d  t o  a p p l y  t o  j u d g e s  a s  w e l l  a s  
o t h e r  h i g h - l e v e l  F e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  449 U.S. 200 ,  
229-230. A s  was t h e  case i n  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e  Su2reme C o u r t  
r u l e d  i n  Will t h a t  t h e  1979  p a y  l i m i t a t i o n  v i o l a t e d  
A r t i c l e  I11 of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  r e spec t  t o  
F e d e r a l  j u d g e s .  449 U.S. 2 0 0 ,  230 .  

P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  \ J i l l  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  of 
F e d e r a l  j u d g e s  were also i n c r e a s e d  i n  1980  and  1 3 8 1 .  
The p a y  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  1980 w a s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  P u b l i c  
Law 96-369, 5 1 0 1 ( c ) ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 8 0 ,  94 S t a t .  1 3 5 1 ,  
1352,  a n d  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a pay i n c r e a s e  for F e d e r a l  
j u d g e s  of 9 . 1  p e r c e n t .  See E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  1 2 , 2 4 8 ,  
45  Fed R e g .  6 9 , 1 9 9  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  F e d e r a l  j u d g e s  
r e c e i v e d  a 4 .8  p e r c e n t  p a y  i n c r e a s e  i n  1381 s i n c e  t h e  
pay l i m i t a t i o n  was c o n t a i n e d  i n  P u b l i c  Law 97-51 ,  
5 1 0 1 ( c ) ,  October 1, 1 9 8 1 ,  95 S t a t .  958. S e e  
E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  1 2 , 3 3 0 ,  3 C.F.R.  1 8 8 ,  1 9 6  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  

S i n c e  t h e  Supreme  C o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  i n  U i l l ,  t h e  
s a l a r y  r a t e s  of t h e  Director  of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
O f f i c e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  two p o s i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  
i n c r e a s e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
j u d g e s ,  a n d  t h a t  s a l a r y  is now s e t  a t  $70 ,300 .  
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OPINION 

The  l a n g u a g e  of 2 8  U.S.C. S 603  is c lear  a n d  
u n a m b i g u o u s  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  
Director of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  s h a l l  be " t h e  
same as"  t h a t  of a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .  O u r  r e v i e w  of 
t h e  p a y  cap l e g i s l a t i o n  f r o m  1 9 7 6  to  1 9 8 1  r e v e a l s  n o  
e x p r e s s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  D i rec to r ' s  s a l a r y  a n d  n o  
a t tempt  t o  amend o r  repeal  s e c t i o n  603 .  

The  k e y  i s s u e  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  
C o n g r e s s  t o  l i n k  t h e  p a y  o f  t h e  Director a n d  
d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s  o r  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  a p p l y  
t h e  p a y  cap t o  t h e  Director is p a r a m o u n t .  A f t e r  a 
review of t h e  two a c t s ,  a n d  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
h i s t o r y ,  w e  h a v e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  l i n k a g e  of t h e  
p a y  of t h e  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  is p a r a m o u n t .  

The  r e c e n t  p a y  caps h a v e  l i m i t e d  o r  p r e v e n t e d  
a n n u a l  p a y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  F e d e r a l  e x e c u t i v e s  u n d e r  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S a l a r y  C o s t - o f - L i v i n g  A d j u s t m e n t  A c t .  
However ,  t h e  t h r e e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  p o s i t i o n s  i n  
q u e s t i o n  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a t t e r  a u t h o r i t y  
s i n c e  t h e  A c t ,  P u b l i c  Law 94-82,  e n u m e r a t e s  t h e  e i g h t  
j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s  who a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  
a d j u s t m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s .  See 28 ' J . S . C .  
!S 461.  77e h a v e  h e l d  t h a t  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  is  l i m i t e d  
t o  %he  e i g h t .  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s  e x p r e s s l y  m e n t i o n e d  
( n o t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e s e  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s ) ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  
t h e r e f o r e  apply t o  o t h e r  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s  s u c h  a s  
mag i s t r a t e s  a n d  j u r y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  55 Comp. Gen. 
1 0 7 7  ( 1 9 7 6 ) .  

T h e r e  r e m a i n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of a p a y  cap w h i c h  p u r p o r t e d l y  c o v e r s  a l l  
h i g h - l e v e l  e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  
b r a n c h  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  a s p e c i f i c  
s t a t u t e  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h e  s a l a r y  of a p o s i t i o n  s h a l l  
be " t h e  same as" t h a t  o f  a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .  A s  n o t e d  
b y  t h e  report  f r o m  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e ,  r epea l s  
b y  i m p l i c a t i o n  a r e  n o t  f a v o r e d .  P o s a d a s  V .  Nat ional  
C i t y  Bank ,  296 U.S. 497,  503 ( 1 9 3 6 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
w i t h o u t  c l ea r  i n t e n t i o n ,  a s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t e  w i l l  n o t  
be c o n t r o l l e d  o r  n u l l i f i e d  by a g e n e r a l  s t a t u t e ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p r i o r i t y  of e n a c t m e n t .  N o r t o n  v.  
N a n c a r i ,  417 U.S 535, 550-551 ( 1 9 7 4 1 ,  as q u o t e d  i n  
Radza i iower  v.  T o u c h e  Ross & C o . ,  _I_ 426 U . S .  1 4 8 ,  153 
( 1 9 7 6 ) .  
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We f u r t h e r  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  i n  t h e  
F e d e r a l  S a l a r y  A c t  of 1 9 6 7 ,  se t  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  
D e p u t y  Director o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  a t  l e v e l  
V o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S c h e d u l e .  S e e  2 8  U.S.C.§ 6 0 3  
( 1 9 7 0 ) .  By s e t t i n g  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  Director a t  a 
r a t e  " t h e  same as" a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e ,  t h e  C o n g r e s s  
e v i d e n t l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  l i n k  t h e  s a l a r y  t o  a comparable 
j u d i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
S c h e d u l e .  Vle d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  is appropr i a t e  to  
u n d o  t h a t  l i n k a g e  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of c l e a r  c o n g r e s -  
s i o n a l  i n t e n t  t o  repeal  o r  l i m i t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 
28 U.S.C. 5 603.  

TJe b e l i e v e  t h e  same a n a l y s i s  a p p l i e s  to  t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  D i r e c t o r ,  F e d e r a l  J u d i c i a l  C e n t e r ,  a n d  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e .  
N e i t h e r  2 8  U.S.C. S 626  n o r  28  U.S.C. S 6 7 7 ( a ) ,  w h i c h  
l i n k  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e s e  two p o s i t i o n s  to  t h e  s a l a r y  
of t h e  D i rec to r ,  A d i n i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e ,  h a v e  b e e n  
r e p e a l e d  or amended b y  t h e  p a y  cap l e g i s l a t i o n .  

A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  most r e c e n t  p a y  cap con-  
t a i n e d  i n  P u b l i c  Law 97-92 l i m i t s  p a y  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  
i n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S c h e d u l e  or p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  
" c o r r e s p o n d "  t o  t h o s e  ra tes  of p a y .  S e e  P u b l i c  L a w  
97-92 ,  S S  1 0 1 ( g )  a n d  1 4 1 .  The t h r e e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  
p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S c h e d u l e  
a n d  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  d o  n o t  " c o r r e s p o n d "  t o  t h e  r a t e s  
of p a y  of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S c h e d u l e .  I n s t e a d ,  by 
s t a t u t e ,  t h e y  a r e  l i n k e d  to  t h e  pay o f  a d i s t r i c t  
j u d g e .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  p a y  caps,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  of 
t h e s e  t h r e e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  p o s i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  
p r o p e r l y  se t  a t  a r a t e  "the same as"  t h a t  of a 
d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .  

! 
/ c - - T -  Comptrol ler  G e n e r a l  

of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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