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WASH INGTON, D. C. 20541

FILE: B-195602 DATE: March 10, 1980

MATTER OF: Howard E. Johnson

DIGEST: Customs Service employee who is on
temporary duty assignment (TDY) and
receiving actual subsistence returned
home for weekend. During time away
from TDY, he did not incur costs for
3 nights' lodging and 2-1/3 days of
meals. Under Federal Travel Regula-
tions (FPMR 101-7) para. 1-8.4f (May
1973), employee may receive reim-
bursement for travel up to actual
subsistence expenses which would have
been allowable at TDY site. Since
employee's weekend round-trip travel
expense was less than the average
subsistence expenses at TDY site,
employee may be reimbursed his travel
expenses.

Mr. L. R. Byrne, Director, Financial Management
Division, United States Customs Service,-Miami, Florida,
requests our decision whether he may certify for payment
a voucher of $70 for travel expenses incurred by an
employee who voluntarily returned to his official duty
station from his temporary duty station for the weekend.
Since the cost of the employee's trip was less than the
subsistence expenses that would have been allowable had
the employee remained at the temporary duty site, pay-
ment may be authorized.

From April 30, 1979, through May 11, 1979, the
employee, Howard E. Johnson, was assigned to perform
temporary duty (TDY) at Tampa, Florida, a high rate
geographic area in which employees on TDY are author-
ized actual subsistence not to exceed $42 a day..
Mr. Johnson reported to duty on April 30 and remained
at the TDY station until 8:20 p.m. Friday, May 4, 1979,
when he voluntarily returned to his home for the week-
end. He returned to his TDY station on Monday morning
May 7, 1979.
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Mr. Johnson's expenses for the round-trip travel
from his TDY station to his home were $70 for taxicab
and airplane fares. For the week prior to this week-
end travel, Mr. Johnson averaged $32.41 in lodging
and meal expenses for each full day at his TDY site.
The $33 consisted of $19.08 for lodging and $13.33 for
meals.

Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7) para. 1-8.4f
(May 1973) states in relevant part:

1* * * In cases of voluntary return
of a traveler for nonworkdays to his
official station or his place of abode from
which he commutes daily to his official
station, the maximum reimbursement allow-
able for the round-trip transportation and
actual subsistence en route shall be the
necessary travel and subsistence expense
which would have been allowable had the
traveler remained at his temporary duty
station."

Mr. Johnson did not have lodging expenses for 3 nights
and did not have meal expenses for 2-1/3 days (he ate
breakfast at home on the day of his return). His
travel expenses of $70 were less than the amount he
would have been entitled to claim had he remained at
the temporary duty station based on the average of
actual subsistence expenses he was allowed at that
station. The travel expenses being less than the amount
that would have been allowed had he remained on TDY the
claim may be allowed.

Accordingly, the voucher may be certified for pay-
ment if otherwise correct.

FOR THE ComptrolleG neral
of the United States
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