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The Honorable Barry Goldwater
United States Senate

ik J
Dear Senator Goldwater: pLé :

We refer to your April 25, 1979, letter requesting this Office to
investigate the/practice of the White House Press Oflice of providing
the Media with prerecorded audio and video tapes of selected White
House news activities at Government expens_,aejp Specifically you have
requested us to rule on whether appropriated funds are being used by
the White House Press Office for political purposes.

As suggested in your letter, a member of my staff discussed this
request with Mr, Ray Strassburger, Minority Counsel of the Communi-
cations Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science
and Transportation. Mr. Strassburger was unable to provide us with
any specific examples of instances where the White House Press Office
had expended appropriated funds for what he considered to be political
purposes. In this connection, it would constitute an enormous task to
review the entire audio and video news release files of the White House
Press Office. Moreover, such a large unprogramed project exceeds
resources available to this Office as a result of our reduced budget and
siaffing limitations.

On the other hand, we have long held that the President and his
Cabinet and other subordinates have a duty to inform the public on
Government policies and, traditionally, policy-m: 'ng officials have
utilized Government resources to disseminate info. nation in expla-
nation and defense of those policies. Your request poses the very
difficult problem of distinguishing between such permissible activities
for which appropriated funds are available and other activities, similar
in nature but for purely political or partisan purposes.

Obviously, there should be a point beyond which it could be
concluded that the bounds of propriety have been overstepoed. But for
us to be able to determine that point and in any given situation to dis-
tinguish authoritatively between prohibited and allowable activities we
would need some guidelines by which to judge the activities in question,
So far as we are aware no such guidelines have been established by
legislation, judicial decision, or otherwise. In this connection, we
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