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[ transferTed Employea’s Claim for Reisbureesent of mn':ur
Quarters Subsistence Expesses). 5-193011. Decesber 13, 19‘".

PP.

Decision re: Lawrence J. Blus; by Bobert I. Keller, Deputy
Comptroller General.

Contact; Office of the Genaral Counsel; Persoanel Law Battars
II.

nrganization Concerned:s U.S. Pish and §ildlife a:uu

Authority: 5 0.5.C. 5728, B3-185903 (1976). D-190108 (1970).
P.T.k. (PPHR 101-7).

A transferred enployee's clais for pa,unt of temporary
quarters subsisteice expenses was guestioned, Yhe clplono vas
not entitled to reimbursement for the expenases of OCCupying
teaporary guarters at his aew duty statica siance he ha
apparently occupied his persanent residence avea though it was
coapletely furaished. (HZW)
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DECISION OF THE UNITED BTATES
\HAOHINGTON. o.CcC. RosaB e
HILE: B-19M11 DATE: December 12, 1978

MATTER OF: Ht.,Lcwrcncc J. Blus - Tonporlry quacters
uubnil‘eu”e expenses

DIGEST: Trmufencd enplwcc may not receive reimhursement
foz expensas incident to occupancy of temporary
quarters at new duty station where it appears that
his permanent rnsidence was uvailable and occupied
even though that residence was not completely
furnisi tad, Undet paragraph 2-5,2f, FIR, eligibil-
ity for cempo;1'7 quarters allowance terminates at
any time elplofee or uny wember of Mis Family firsc
occupies new permanent quarters.

\‘\

Thin action 1:‘1n _response to 2 Jetter dated’ May- 22, 1978, with
unc‘oau:cs, from P. A, Lyman.{Authorizcd Certifying’ Off‘ccr, Fish
and Wildlife Sc:vice, Dcpa:tnent of the Interior, Denver, Cnlorado,
submitting a4 vouchar'and requesting a decision coucurning a claim of
Lawrence J. Blus for' payment of tewporary quarters auvbsistence
expenses incident teo & transfer.

In October or No“enbnr 1977 Mr, Bius was tranaf9.°ed to
Corvallis, Oregon,‘;rcmflaurel Haryland He and his family
traveléd: to Corvallia 'after ‘orders were \issued but before the, i
effnctive dete of his‘Eransfar They arr1Ved -on August 31, 1977
and hia\uouuchnld goodn “were deliveyed to ‘his new. residence which
was .available-on Septenber 1, 1977. His“elaim for subsistence
expanses for himself 'and his immediate fam!l ly in the amount of
$73.10 for September 2 and 3, 1977, on his travel voucher was ‘ :
diaallowed. since 1t appaared ‘that he occupied his pennanent ?
tesiderce quarters on Septembey 1.

A reclaim travcl V)Uchel was submittcc\by Mr. Blus for the
temporaty 'quartars expcnse contcnding in effeoct that the houge-
hold goods were delivered" marly in accordance with.the schedule
of the movers nnd thatjthey had ‘tc by additional bids and a
refrigerator befora occupying the residﬁnuc on Septewbcr 4. The
certifying officer “‘points out that the: t]sim for Senporary suksist-
ence expenses includes no lodging cos:s“for qeptember 1 through
September 3. On that Lasis he concludcs that thc permanent
residence qunrters were occupied on anf after September 1,
Therefore reimbursement for cxpense indurred thercafter was not
allowed.
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Paragraph 2-5.2c, Part 5, chapter 2 of the Pedﬁral Travel
Regulations (FTR), FPMR 101-7, May 1973, issued by[the General

Services Administration tc iuplenent 5 0.8.8. 5724u(a){3) defines

temporary quarteis as follows:

"What constitutes temporaiy qugrters. The term
'temporary yuarters' rafers to any lodging obtained

fiom private or commercial souru-s to lLe occugied
‘temgornrilz by the employee orIanbers of his imme-
diate tnmily who have vacated tne residence quarter.
in which they were residing at the Jime the transfer
was authorized." (Emphasis addad.)

Paragraph 2-5.f, pr&vides in part that:

" % * The employee may occupy teaporury
quarters st one location while -members of the
immediate family occupy quﬂrters at anothetllocn—
tion. The:period of eligib*zity shall terminate
whén the employee or any memher:of his immediatc
family occupies’ permanent residence guarters cr
when the allowable time limit expires, whichever
occurs first." (Emphasis added.)

The rule with regard to the period of eiigihiiity for temporary
quarters is that at the time the employee or'any member of his imme-

date family occuples new permanent quarters the eligibility termi-
nates. B- -185983, September 17, 1976, Also, when an employes and
his family occupy the residence in which they intend to live, the

allowance is terminated even though the residence is not fully

furnished at the time. See B-120208, Fekuinary 13, 1978, and deci-

sions cited therein.

\‘certify ing officer has concludeu that the employee and
his familv stayed at the residence duting “he 2 d&ys in question,
As indicated his view is predicated upon the enployee o failure

to claim lodging costs for those ‘days. It is also no:ted that tho

amployee's statements us to what actually occurred on those days
are not entlrely clear ar- that he'has not stated where the
family did stzy the nights of September 2 and 3,

s
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The enploycc has not presented evidence to show that he did
not stay at the ralidence in Corvallis on September 2 and 3.
Accordingly, ve heve no basis for reachiag a concluaion contrary

to that reached by the certifying officer,

The reclain voucha: may not he certified for ﬁaymenc.

Ké, Ky iden

Deputy Comptroller Genetdl
of the United States






