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[Reimbursenent of Eaployee for Subsistence While Occupying
Teaporary Quarters]. B-191626. Wovexlksr 20, 1$78. 2 Fp.

Decision re: Jack Carson; by Robert ¥. Keller, Deput}y
Comptroller General.

Contact: Office ¢Z the General Counsel: Fersonnel law Natters I.

Orgqanization Concerned: Department of the Interior.

Authority: B-190108 (¢1978). B-185440 (1976) . B~174648 (157D .
B=174514 (1711 .

The propriety of reimbursing a transfarred eaployes for
expensies incurred vhile occupying a residence at his new duty
station vas questioned. Although the eaglcyee ani his faxily
occupled the ner residence withont furniture, cooking ntensils,
and other household goods, he may not te reimburse«d for
tesporary quarters allowvances since bhe intendad to occupy the
house on a permsanent basis. (RRS)
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THE COMPTROLLER OENEBRAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED BTATES
WABRBHINGTOMN, OD.Cc. agsae
FILE: B-19162¢ DATE November 20, 1978

MATTER OF: Jack Carson - Subsistence While Occupying
Temporary Quarters

DIGEST: (Civilian employae ¢f Department of Interior,
incident to transfer of official station, moved
into residence purchased at new duty station.
Employee claima temporary quartere allowance
during period he and his family lived in perman-
snt rnsidence wvhich unn vithout furniture,
cookin; utensils, cuoking stcve, ind beds, and
vau" raquired to eat all meals in restaurants
until arrival of housebold goods. Claim may
not be ‘allowed as evideace shows employee
intcnded to occupy new residence on permanent
basis, notwithstanding abgence of household
effects 'and fact that oceupancy resulted in
savings to Governmment.

Tiin action nrimes from the requést of Mr., R. T, Erickson,
authorized cercifyind officer, United States Department of the
Interior, for an advanﬂe decision as to the propriety of reim-
bursing Mr. Jack Carson, an ewployee of the agency, for expenses
incurred by him while'occupying a residence he had purchased at
his new duty pest, inc¢ident to a transfer of official atation
from Horton, Kansas to Kansas City, Missncuri.
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The reported chrénology »f the claim, including the contentions
of Mr, Carson, are as follows:

"Mr. Carson occuﬁiad temporary quartars on August 1,
1977. He moved finto a residence he had purchased
August 19, 1377 (supported by temporary quarters
lodging recelprs through August 18, 1977). In ad-
dition to the period Auguat 1 through August 18,
1977 Mr. Carson claimed expenses for temporary
quarters from August 19, 1977 thrnugh Aujust 30,
1977. During this period furniture, cooking
utensils, cooking stove and beds were not avallable,
His household goods were not delivered until September 2,
1977. Siuce Mr. Carson cccupied his permanent resi-
dence on a permanent basis August 19, 1977 expenses
claimed for temporary quarters for the periond
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August 19 through August 30, 1977 were disallowed.
Mr, Carson has discussed che situation with General
Ser.ices Administraticn and is reclaiming tiie
expenses disallowed, apparently on the basis that
your office has g tendency not to penalize eligible
employees for prudent action taken especially vhin
there sre cost savings to the Governmeat."

This Office has consistently held that an employee &Yy not be
reimbursed subsistence expenses during the periud he occupies ‘the
residence in which he intends to remain, irrespective of. the absence
of his household effects which srrive st his new res;dence at a
later date, Further, the fact that such occupancy results in- .savings
to the Governmen: may not serve as a baris for holding Jtherwise. Our
most recent pronouncenment of this rules is contained in Matter of
Jack P. Collins, R-190108, February 13, 1978. See also, B-185440,

July 13, 1976; B-174648, January 18, 1972; and B-174514, Deccmber 10,
1971.

The evidvence of record clearly shows that Mr, Carson intended to
occupy his new residence on a permanent basis. Although ‘such resi-
dence was unfurnished and lacked cooking and eatin° facilities, it
does not qualify as temporary quarters in which the employee intended
to reside for a short period prior to moving into his permanent
quarters,

Accordingly, the reclaim voucher submitted by Mr. Carson is
returned and may not be certified for payment.

dle,

Deputy Comptxoller eneral
of the United States






