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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

3 C.{)r-—vk_/
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

B-191161 gap s %

The Honorable Samuel ¥. Erown, Jr.
Director, ACTION

Pesr X¥r. Prown:

This is In anawer to a letter from the Chief, Figcal Services
Branch, with enclosures, which vequeata that prineipal clags “BY
cashier, a Peace Corps amployea in Palau, Yestern
Caroline Islands, Micronesia, be velleved of lisbility for a
$1,809.97 shortage of funds in his custody.

The information submitted to us indicates that the shortage
resulted from a burglary at the Pesce Corps office in Palau, Western
Caroline Islands, Micronesia, Sometime during the night of Dacembar 6,
1976, unknown person(s) gained entry to the cashisr's office by
breaking through the bathroom walls. The thieves broke into the zafe
and eescaped with $309.87 in dmprest funds, 81,500 cash proceeds from
) the sale of an old vehicle, and three ¥U,5. ¢hecks payable to the
cashier. ACTION has subsequently been reinmbursed for the proceeds of
check nuvber 113,841 dated 3/22/76. Stop payment actions on check
nunber 114,157 dated 11/26/76 for $121.83 and check number 114,119
dated 11/13/76 for $396.80 ere still pending,

Upon discovery of the break-ia, the loeal police were contacted,
The police apprehanded two suspects who were subgsequently brought to
trisl and found not guilty. The invastipgation davaloped no informa-
tion that would implicate Cashiler in connection with the thaft,

31 v,5.C. § 82&-1/&197(0 suthorizes the General Accounting
Office to prant reliaf to an accomntable offfcer for a physical loss
of funds upon our concurrence in determinationg by the agency head-~

& 2k (1) that such loss or deficlency occurred
whila such officer or agent was acting in the discharge
of his offigial duties, or that suwch loss or deficiency
f occurred by reason of “the act or cwission of a subor-
dinate of such officer or azent; and {(2) that such loss
or deficiengy occurred without fault or nagligence on
the part of such officer or agent, & % #"
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Baved upon the iaveatipative fimdings, It was admiaistratively
datervined sursuswt ta 31 U,8.70. § 82a-1N{1970) that the loss cceurred
while vas scting In the'discharge of hiz officdial
duties and without favit or neslizance o% his part. WYe aontur in
these daterminatione.

Aceondingly, ralief ia granted to Uashise under
the provisiens of 31 Y.5.C0. F 82&-IN{1979), iz ths anount of
$1,899,%7. ACIIOR appropristion 44H0ION wmay be cherped with the
shortaze.

Yea note that further aetusl losges wight regult if the atop pay-
mant sotiocns on ¢heck numbar 114,137 xnd echack nuwber 114,119 ave
tnaffectunl. In that evant, Caghier may be reifaved of llahility
for the sawe ressans stated shove. Ye suggest that you subznivt g second
request for relief I1f it hecomesn necessary.

& copy of this declsion is heiny sent to the fhief Mehursing
Officer, Departmect of the Treagsury.

Sincerely yours,
20l SOCOLAR

2aul G. Dexhling
Careral TooBasel ™

@ﬁﬁfl






