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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, O.C. %OS.CB 

'.1-191093 

'lh• Honorable Pete'!: w. '!todino, Jt. 
Cbail'M1l, COM!ttee on the Judiciary 
Bou•• of Jlap"ru•utivu 

FEB 1 6 1~18. 

'Ihia u in reapoue to your lett•r of .i.nua17 11, 1973, 
T9'\U.•tiaa Q\al' v:Lawe OU U~R• 10412. a bill fOT the r.iilf of 
laq .. nt lt~•t Cl&as • United $tate• At., 
(&.tired.). · 

'!he bill di~ecu ~be Sec1'ttazy of th• Tr••tury to pay to 
8erg .. iit -· out of any lunde in·t~e 'ttNt~ry no't otherwiee 
appropriat-4 $379.26. tu full aettl~t of all clat.a ot 
lel'gurtt ... agaiut t~ tJuited Statl!I fo"t t~avel allow•nGiH 
fo't th• u.-,,el of h.im.eelf a.n4 W.• fatly .fro• .Vott 11iu, Tau•. 
to Allbriclga; P•tm•1l•a:na. during the period of Yebruary 16 
throuah 20, 19?0, 

' ....... 

. Sa.rgunt ... ~ retin4 f:ro• the Antf n Sept.mer f, · 19&9 • 
du 10 u .s .c. 1914~ (1970). at fort nu .•• , Tau I vith ove~ 
23 y-.i-1 of. aeti'H 1ervica. l>tt'X'inB the period of 'February 16 
throuah 20, 1970i Sergeant 111111111 and his iependau~a trav-1.ad f rOlll 

!l Puo, Taus, to AJ.byidge, l'ennsylvinia. A<co'tdins to 
Sugeant -' he and bia d.ependontt -pet'f.ormed this tl"avel with 
tU intent o! ta~ug up T•ddence: U. .bl'ltd.ds•· Although the 
••·• r•tumad to El Pa•o •Pt>ttently rithin a faii-ly &hort tine. 
Sa-geant - •tatqent that ha and his f*1nily intended to 
uk.e hbriclg• th•:b: home •t th~ tint• of their trav•l thueto, ia 
l\lpport" by th• fact that he wo-rlted for the .A!.tb~id.g• l'bnt of . 
A.saariuii Bridge, a di•i•ion of the U'uited SUtu Steel Cot"pc>'ratf.on, 
froc Marc:.h 31 thrcfush April 9. 1970. ··Aatarican !rl.dge'• r•corda 
inclicat• that Ser1u'Dt stated at th• tiue he quit his job 
there. eut M.• ru•on for doing 80 'Wat disaatufac:.tion with it. 

It appear• that Sergunt would have ·been entitled to 
th• •um in que•~n if his claim ba4 beau t•e•ived h~re·in t!v2e, 

· 1iece hb tra·fel to Atilbt'id&• w1 th hb d.ep-.ndenta. a.ppeus to have 
••t all requtraants fo-r entitleraent to houe ~ •elec~tt tl'aval 
allovattaH at provided unde~ 37 u.s.c. H 4041 a11d 406 (1970), 
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In Ju.ne of 1975 Sergeant filed a claim ~ith th~ Army 
tor travel allowances for the trav~l to Ambridg~ • ..!t..!...lettar 
d•ted No'vatbar 6, 197.S, the Amy denied S~rge.ant ._ claim 
for the· reuon that it vu undet' the i:l1\prHsion tbit Ser~eut ••1 
and hia fardly had not actually p.t:rfotiited the travel in quutia. 
S•r~•ant ~?er then •uhiaitted a letter from Merican it'idge statfog 
that he had be•n employed there~ as ~~ntioned above. aa proof that 
t!J.• travel bad been 1:1erlorued. The Amy f orwu:ded Ser1eant -
c'Ubt to thu Offica by a. tr•nemittal dated February 17, 1976. Eis 
Ula wa.e received here "Karch 4, 1976. Aceordingly • Om' Clai"&s 
DiYbion Hnt Sergeant a. letter la!f:»naing him that his claim 
va• b•rred und.•r 31 u.s.c. · 71-j(Supp. v. 19n) since it ll4td not 

'been rac•ived at this agency '6ithin 6 ye~r~ f~OQ the date it 
accrued. 

la July 1976 the Ar11tY a.eked. tha.t we reconsider. Serg .... nt -
cl&in •inc• it ltAS its fa.ult that his c:lai» did 11ot attive at tbh 
Offiee in tb1e. In respona~ 1 our Claims l>ivisfon. in a letter dated 
Au!U•t 18, 1976, inforaied the At"lly that this agency iv without au
thority to aak• ~~ceptio~• to the previsions of ll u.s.c. i 71ar<" 
Congru•wm '!1chard C. White, the sponeor of th.e bill~stion. 
wa• also inf omed of our inability to allow Sergeant '-. claim 
in a letter to hi= dated Decemb.,r 30, 1976, fro~ our Claillla Di'Yiaion. 

E.nacbl•nt of tbi• legislation vill result in preferential 
treatment for Sergeant - over others sitD:llarly situated. 

Sincerely youra. 

WOITAT!MIJ '10 3:!f'l'UTATB 

Comptfoller Gen!ral am.i:sl8 
of thi9tffi~l~s~Re~~9JJsm v.~s~±IlM 
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· a9aneqxe lsvs~T 

WOITAI8ID3.J 
3.t.ev.b:q 

Ieru!OCl'.Wg x.~s.T .l:l..tM 
·r~ifefl 

1 Ls.l: ;t'n9"fs'.ts'!Cf 
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