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The Honorable Peti,r W. Rodino; Jr,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
Bousa of Representatives

Sus——

Dear Mr, Chairmasu:

This is in response to your letter of January 11, 1978,
requesting our views on M,R, 10412, a bill for the reliaf of
Sergeant Mirst Clus _. United States Arsy ‘o
(Retired). ,

N |

The bill directs the Sacutnry of the Treasury to pay to
Sergeant I, cut of any funds {n the Tresasury net otherwise
sppropriated, $379,26, in full sattlement of all claims of
) Sergeant. — agaims: the United States for travel allowances
for the travel of himself and his family from Yort Bliss, Texas,
to Ambridge, Pennsylvania, during the period of !'ahmty 16
{ through 20, 1970,
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A Sarg uut R vas retired from tha Army on scptmbtr 1, 1969,
( under 10 u 8.C, 39147(1970), at Port Bliss, Taxas, with aver

. 23 years of active serviee, During the period of Februery 16
through 20, 1970, Sergeant Il and his dependants traveled from
El Paso, Texas, to Ambridge, Pennsylvania. According to

Sergeant M, he and his depéndants performed this travel with
the {ntent of taking vp residence in Ambridgs. Although tha
TN returned to El Paso apparently within a fairly short time,
Sergeant - statanent that he and his family intended to

make Awbridge their home st the time of their travel thereto, is
supported by the fact that lie worked for the Anbridge Flant of
Anerican Bridge, a division of the United States Stesl Corporation.
from March 31 through April 9, 1970, Amarican Bridge's records
indicate that Sergeant [N stated at the time he quit his fob
there, that his rasson for doing s0 was digsatisfaction with e,
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It appears that Sergeant I would have been entitled to
{ the sum in question if his claim had been received here in time,
L since his travel to Ambridze with his dapendents appasars to have
’ met sll requirsments for entitlement to home ?2 salection traval
allovances as provided under 37 U.5.C. 5§ 4087 and. 406 (1970).
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In June of 1975 Sargeact IR £filed a clsim with the Army
for travel allowances for the travel to Ambridge. 32y a letter
dated Novembaer 6, 1975, the Army denlied Sergeant ﬁ claim
for the remson that it was under the impression thét Sergeant NN
and his family had not actually performed the travel in guestion.
Sergeant Roper than submitted a letter from smericen Bridge stating
that he had been euployed there, as nentfoned above, as proof that
the travel had been performed. The Army forwarded Sergeank
claim to this Offica by a transmittal dated February 17, 1976. Kis
file was received here Harch 4, 1976, Acecordingly, our Claims
Division sant Sergeant _ a letter informing him that his claim
vas barred under 31 U.5.C. § 7la/(Supp. ¥, 1975) since it had not

‘baen received at this agency within 6 ye-rs fro:a the date it

accrued,

In July 1976 the Arny assked that we reconsider Sergeant _
clain sinca it was its fault thar his claim did not srrive at this
0ffice in time. JTn response, our Claims Division, in a letter dated
August 18, 1976, informed the Army that this agency 1g without su-~
thority to make exceptiona to the provisions of 31 U.5.C. § 71a3<
Congressusn Richard C. ¥hite, the sponsor of the bill in gquestion,
was also infarmed of our inability to allow Serpeant claim
in & letter to him dated December 30, 1976, from our Claims Division,

Ensctunent of this legizlation will result in preferential
trsatusnt for Sergeant JJ over others sinmilarly situated,

Sincerely youras,

Rao¥e wuhLER
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