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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 

B-189659 

The Honorable Clarence P. Long 
House ot Representati~s 

Dear Mr. Long: 

FEB 1 3 1978 

W4l rerer to your leiter or Dece!ilb&r 14, 1977, forwarding tor 
our c~n. ideroation a let~r. with enelosur&s, received by your ornce 
tran concerning hi! claim for reitaburmeroent of 
real eBtate exp6nae~ neur~ incident to a transfer of hi~ official 
dut.y station. 

The information submitted by - show$ that he was tratl8-
rerrttd by the F~eral ru.~wa.y Mta1nietrat.ion from Atlanta. Georgi.a I 

to Balti~re, Maryland, effective August 31, 1975. Although he 
apparently lowered th• asking price ~everal ti~s 1 had 
ditticUlty ulling hia house in Atlanta, In ~rc:h. 1976, he requested 
and receiived a 1-year e:tt.eMion or the initial 1 ... year settletnent: date 
lhdtation tor 1'4t1JBburS"3ent or Nnl estate exptpses. By that. action 
th• time limitation was extended to September 1, 1917. In Jun~ 1977, 
•••• ..-que~ted another extension to September 1, 1978, and Wll~ 
informed by a ~r-andwn r~ the Regional Federal Highway Admin1s ... 
trator that th~ regula~ons did not permit an a.ddit.ional time extendon, 
By a letter dated August 10, 1977, E-189659, we info~ that 
the regulations peMl'itted only one ertension or the t~ limitation. 

Paragrl\ph z .. 6. lo ot the Feder&.1 Travel Regulations (FTR), FPHR 
101 ... 7 (Hay 1973), esta'bliehes the applicable ti!ff lUlitation with 
reprd to real eatate transactions. Promulgated under the statutory 
authority ot 5 u.s.c. 57246(a)(4) (1970}t that paragraph proVides in 
pertinont part aa tollow.s i 

"* • * To the extent allowable under this 
pro'Vi:dcm, the Qove.rnnmn t shall re1mbur$e 
an employee tor expenoe$ requi~d to be 
paid by him in eol'U"MJction with the sale of 
one reeide.nce at. his old ott'icial station 
• • •; Provided} That: -
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"e. Tlfil'J limitation. Th~ .settl~~nt:. dates 
for the saleand 'purChase or lease tel"'mination 
transactions for whith reimbur~emer.it ie rEi

que!5ted are not later than 1 (initial) year 
after the date. vn which the employee rePot'tetl 
for duty at the new official station. Upon an 
employee's writ~n l"'~quest this time limit ror 
cQ'lipletion ot the .~le and purchase or lea$e 
te~irration tl"'1ln~action :nay be extendao by the 
head or the agency or his designl'le f'oi'" an ad
ditional period or tiroe, not to ~xce$d 1 year~ 
regardless of the r~a30ns thererore ao long as 
it is determined that the particular residence 
transaction ie. reea.onab1~ relate.d to the tran!t
r@r or ofricial station. ti 

In hi' letter to yGu, state~ t~.at he was able to find a 
buyer for his Atlanta houge and that he bought a hous~ in Ettltiroore.. 
Although ~ettlement on both housea 6ccurre<l.~fter the expiration of 
the 2-year period. argue~ t~¥tt he substantially met this 
liniit since he f!.xecuted a sales contract on the Atlanta retJidence on 
A.ugu~t 7, 1977, 23 days be.t'ore the 2·years expired and executed a 
dle~ contract on the Maryland r.esidence on August 161 1977, g days 
before the 2 years expired. 

It is il\1!"undarnental principle that public r.wney r:a.1 not be epent 
other than as authorized by law. Paragraph 2 ... 6.1e requir~~ specifi
cally that the settlement. da~ fall within 2 year~ from the date of 
the employee'~ transfer in order tor tne employee to be entitled to 
rei!llbur~eroent for real estate expenses.. We have <'.Ona.i~tently re
iznrded thfJ ~ord Msettlementtt as referrin~ to the closing of a ~eal .. 
estate transaction by the payr.ient of th.e contract price cons1deora~on 1 
the ·transfer or conveyance of title by <ie~ or otherwise a:nd the .execu
tion or ~uch documents a3 create or evidence the lien.~ ~ecurea by the 
real estate conveyed,. Isaued pursuant t.o 5 u.s.c. W24a(ti){4) para.
graph 2 ... 6.1e or the FTR" ·~ ha.s the force aoo etreet or la~ and may not 
be vaived in any particular ca$e. Absent cornplianee with this pro-
vi~ion1 the~ is no authority under which rrtay be rei~burs~. 
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nie P'TRs are prowl.sat~<! by tb~ Geilet"al Servi~ee Ad!fiinbtration 
(GSA) and, as a result, any change in the 2 .... year limitatiorci would 
require the action or the Administrator, GSJI.,. and would oo pro,spective 
only. 

We rogret that our response cculd not be ~re favorable to your 
comtituent. 

··' . ~ptroller General 
· :per:uJ):.J' \ of the United States 
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