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MATTER OF: geasid 0. Bogle - Temporary Quartars Allovance

DIGEST:  gynioyss, whose uev duty station was only

29 miles from his old duty station, was
unabls to occupy his mobile home for 5 days
aftar its arrival dacause elactricity wvan
not connected, may He reizbursed for
tempoTary quarters expenfies, ?srasuph
2~5.2h of ¥IR which limits temporary
quarters axpenses to time of arrival of
hrusehold gouds whars move is short
dista e, 1s not bar, aince uvuinhab-
itability of mobile hone is equivalent

to nonarrival of household goude.

This smattar is in recpenss to a requaut for an udvance
decisron dated November 2, 197G, frow Fn. Orris C, lMuet, sm
authorized certifying o!ucer of the Department of Agriculture,
concermning the authnrity feor rei{wburoing Mr. Ronsld 0. Dogzle
for tamporary quarter: aapenses incurrsd at the tine of Lis
:mm‘cr.

Und-r the nuthoril"'r of AD-202, 'rraval Authordxation No, 1647027,
dated August 17, '1975,'Mr. Bogle, a District Couservationist with
the So0il Consarvation Service, was tranciorred from Manchester to
Tracy City, Tennessca, a distance of only\29 miles, In liecu of
moving household goods, Mr. Bogle was suthorized trinsportation of
his wobile home to be uved an a po:uancnt ‘regidauce. The travel
suthoriration authorized tomporary Qu!rtaxu for 30 days. The
sobile home arrivid at Yr. Logle's new’duty atatfon on Wednusday.
October 15, 1975, and he began to prepars it for occnpancy. Lefore
the cleetricitv could be connectod, 4t hegan to vain and continued
to rain for tha tcmnindlr of the week, Daspite repeated rejuests
from Mx, Bogle, tha povhr toxpsny did not rogquire ite: employeea’
to conacct tha nlcetriclty bacause the appliceble union coutract
stated that the amployees did aot have to worl: on the power lines
1a bad weather unlens it vas an emergency, Mr, Dogle and his wifa
obtained temporary quartors at a motel until ¢he electricity wasg
coouactad o dMouday, October 20, 1973,
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Mr. Rogle has submitted s ciaim for the tewporary quartars and
subsistence expenses incurred vhile occupyinp the motel zroom. The
cuvrtifyiny officer questions whether or not paysent ran be made in
light of pars. 2-5,2h of the Fad -3\ Travel Regulations, FFMR 101-7
(tay 1973), wvhich providas that:

i, . ‘Allowance when short distenca trausfer is
involved. An enployea or membera of his immediate
Tamily sball not be slipible for tamporary quarcers
axpenzes wion tho distance between the new official
station and old residence 18 not wore than 40 wiles
greataer than the distance between the old residance
and the old official station,’ sxcept that the
expensne of temporary quarters are allowable for
the pericd during vhich the enployoe is avaiting
the srrival of his houschold gocds shipped from the
old to tha ne:. rcatden &, providad that ue» of
guch quarters 1a bagan ot later then the waximua
tine fnr beginning ullcurhle traval and trans-
portation. All wessuvellents shall be made according
to map Adistaace alouf a usurlly traviled routs,”

Sin2e the Jdistance invulved 1¢ 1e¢ss than 40 nilas, and Mr, Bogle's
truiler arrived prior to his bdecupuncy of tzupoTsry quartars, tias
cartifying officer questions the authority for thi: faynent,

. : - ‘ Lot

The justification for this Iimitation would' seem to ba that
bacause of the short distance involved, the enployes should be able
to male #ll the necessary arrsneements for a permanent rasideuca
prior to the arrival of his household gooda. Tharefore, as sown
as the houaehold noods arrive, be can occupy and use hiz new per-
nanent ra2sidence. lere, Yr. Bogla, through no Eault of hies owm,
van prevented from using hic mobile hona evan thouph 1t had axrivod.
The situation is anslozous to that fo:md 4n 3—1“6217 Aupust 18,
1976, vhare tha erpleyee who was subject to the tame short distance
linitution. wvas prevénted {rom poviny into Povernnentuowneu quarters
becauss they wera baing repainted. We allowed reimbursement thare.
Similarly, ve Lelieve that afnce the mobiles hone wvas uninhabitabla,
durinpg the period in questioa, it may be treated as if it had not
arrived, and !ir. Bople vay ba reimbursed for his temporary quarters
expenses.
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Accordingly, the vourhar may be eartlf’ii:?or paymant 1if
otherviss proper. ' :

RIS KRR

pevuty Comptroller General
of the United Staces





