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DIGEST:

The determination to contract for services or tc perform
the services with Government employees is a matter of
executive policy for consideration under OMB Circular A-76,
and Is not within the decision functions of the General
Accounting office.

M. B. I, Security Services, Inc. (MBI) protests the decision
of the General Services Administration (GSA) to cancel invitation
for bids 01HI0200 for guard services at the GSA Depot, New Bedford,
Massachusetts, MBI asserts that the reason stated by GSA for the
cancellation was "that they /GSA/ intend to use Federal Protective
Officers" (Crvernuraent employees) to perform the guard services,
The basis for the protest is the bidder's "understanding that the
White House has requesl:dd that Govern-nent contract these services
to private industry."

Executive Branch policy with respect to the subject of
contracting for services or performing such services with Govern-
ment employees is proviced in Office cf Management and Budget
Circular A-76. Although that Circular expresses general preference
for contracting with commercial enterprises, we have always regarded
the provisions of the Circular as matters of Executive policy which
are not within the decision functions of the General Accounting
Office. American Federation of Government Employees, Local No. 3347,
AFL-CIO, B-183487, July ;, 1975, 75-2 CPD 12, and cases cited therein.
Accordingly, the protest will not be considered.
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