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Where protect and agency reporte and justificetions
have centered around sole-source procurement being
for C-130 aircraft, but detailed review of record
indicates that equipment being procured iscvot for
C-130 ajrcvaft and is intecded as replacement for
items baing diverted from contract for other air-
craft, GAO is urwble to conclude from record that
any basis exists for sole-svurce avard for conten-
plated procurement and matter is rsmanded to agency
to explore possibility of accomplishing procurement
va competitive basis.

Patket-ﬂannifin COrporation (PHC) has proteated against a sole-
souxce award baing made to XAR Industries (XAR) for eight Univérsal -
Aerial Refueling Receptacle Slipway Installations (UARRSI) and related
equipment under request for proposals (RIP) No. F33657-7€-R-0972 issued
by the Aeronautical Systems Division, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio. .
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A UABRRSI, ns defined by the Air Force, is:

"[T]he receptacle universally applied tc cll
aircraft and positicied in the aircraft to enable
mating for receipt of fual from a tanker aircraft
using a flying boom nozzle or equivalent system -
during exchange of fuel while both aircraft are in
flight."

The Air.Porce has attenpted to justify this procurcmen: on the
bllil ;that the UARRSI is for C-130 aircraft and the procurement cycle
is such that there would not ba- ndaqunte time for anyone othar than
IAR—the current manufacturer of the aquipment—-to make delivery within
the required timaframe, The determination and findings (D&F) to
support negotiation on a sole-source basis urder 10 U.S.C. 2304(a)(10)
(1970) are premised upon the UARRSI being for the C-130 aircraft. The
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Air Porce has indicated that the justificatton for the requiied time-
frame ostensibly has becn based upon the C-130 need. The theme that
runs through all the agency reports is that the procurement is for the
C~130 aivcraft, Likewise, the PHC protest and commanis have been
upon thrat basis. However, upon a‘review of the record, we find that
the UARRSI 18 not for the C-130 aircraft, the equipment for that
aircraft having been diverted from contract F33657-75-C-0659. The
UARRSI's are intended as replacements for the items beirz diverted and
will actually be used on aircraft other than the C-130, A D&F for
equipment for C-130 aircraft does not support the procurement actually
to be made.

The, we are unable to concluﬂe from the’ recoxd that. any basie
exista for a sole-source award for the contemplated prucurement. There~
fore, it may be that thers is ecdequate time available to procure the
UARRSI on a competitive basis. Accordingly, it is racommended that
the Afr Force explore the possibility of accimplishing the procuremeat
for the aircraft actually involved on that basis.

In view cf the posture of the case at this time, we find it unnec-
essary to consider any of the issues raised by the protest,

The matter is remanded to the Air Force for appropriate considera-
tion and action,
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