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THE TCOMVIPTROLLER BENEERAL
OF THE UNITED STATESR
WASHINGTON, D,C, 208548

DECISION

FILE: 567203 DaTE: oy 1971970

MATTER OF: Robart J, Lally, .I», = Miscallancous
expensus ~ Conmecllon of utilitiea to
=yt rew residence

DIGEST: Transferrsd employae purchasod neyly cone-
structed residance, Cosat of inpitial inatal-
lation of aluctrical power from service to
dwelling may not be reimbursed since such
expense . is not mera connection of utilities,
but involves atructural alterations and is
coat of purchase of real proporty,

This action is in response to a raquest dated Auzust 13,
1976 ,by C.h, lieudorfer, an authorized certifying officer of the
Dapartnanb of Juatico, Federal Bureau of Investlaation (FBX),
for a daciaslon concerninz the vouchey auhmitted by Mr. Reobert J,
Lally, Jr. for reinbipgemant of expanies associated with providing
aloctrical sarvica to a new residancs which he purchased inciaaut
to the tranafer of hls official duty station,

The record indicates that Me, Lally, an employee of tha FRI,
was transferroed from Yashinston, D.C, to Baltimore, tavylard,
effective Aupust 23, 1975, . Lally purchiased a nowly conatructed
rosidence in Phoonix, Maryland, a suburb of Baltiwore., On
October 31, 1975, lr, Lally paid £242 to the Baltiwore Gas and
Bloctric Conpany for its servicea in establishing fhe iunitial
olectrical connaction to the house, These sarvicea includud the
installation of powor lines fron tho nearest service cablas to
tho residonce, Althouzh we are not furniahed with a copy of the
purchasa =zgreoment wmade by the amployce with tha bullder, tha
certifying of'ficor statea that such agreement provides that the
installation of tho claectric moter, polas, sewer, and wator linos
shall be at tho buyer's cxpense, %, Laily has presented a travel
vouchier on vwhich he claing reimburserant of thoe 4242 under the
piscellancous expenses proviaions of paracgraph 2-3,) of the Federal
Travol Resulations (FIMM 101l-7) {May 1973).

The omploying agancy suspended tho Lten, stating that tho
amount claimd is sssoclated with atructural costs, und ia thera-
foro not raimbupsable, The agency uited to i, Lally our declsions
iu D-161562, 'lovenher 2, 19674 B-16A11), Juno 10, 1968; and B-172323,
April 23, 1971, in which we held that the inatallation of wiring
or elactrical circuits conatituts structural alterations ana theroe
fore aro not reimbursable items, M, Lally soeks to distingulsh
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these cancy opn the basia that the asrvica lor which he seakn
reirbupsauent 13 sinply an Yelectrical connestien, VYa are vhero-
fore asked whother the expoense ircurped by Mp, lally for the wnitial
slectrical conrection to hia residence ray properly be paid,

FTR para, 2=3.1b (May 1973) provides thet tha ielscellanaous
expentyens sllovante is related to the goneral types of costs ine
hopent in the rolocatlon of a pluce of resaidence, That paragpraph
providas that the typan of costs inteaded to ha reirdursed
incluwido feea for disconnesting and connacting utilitiea involved
In rolocation. FIR prara, 2+3.1l¢, howevaer, providaes that anong
the types of costs that are not to be reiuvbursed araed

(1) Lnssns in nolling o buyiny roal
and porsoral property and cost
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fte: ralated to such tvanqactlons.
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#{13) Conta inscurred in conrection with
atrustural altoerationa} ramedeling or xodarpizing
o' 1{viny quartars, zarives or otacr buildings
0 accouwrodate privately owned autowohiles,
appliancea o~ cquiprent o tho cont of raplacing
or rapairing worn-cut or dafoectiva applianzes, op
aquipcent shipped to the nsw lecatisn," (Ewphasis
edded . )

It i3 clear Mron the description of the typan of coats (op
which reinbupsenant ray op ay not Le rada as sot forth in tho
rezumlations, that the utility connscrionsa reforred to in IR
pavazraph 2-3,1b(1) consiat of nctivation or denctivation of
utility anivice to a structure which 13 alrexdy linked Lo tha
madn utility source by the appropriate means, 7The initial cone
niction of a dwelliny to the various utilitios is botih a astpuctural
altorat/on and 4 coat of construction and purchaxe of thae residerco,
and {a therefore not reinbursable,

In Lthe prosent cana, the services for vhich rolrborserenc ls
aouzht conaist of inatallation of power lines from tho service
cablens to the heouse. Tha {nutallation of theas liues in a
dwellina house La a capitnl irprovewent amd, as such, involves
wtnlcturml alteprations and i3 a cost of purchasinv the dwollin
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Accordinely, tha voucher which i3 peturrad harawith vay
rot be ceptified for payront.

Adliniy  Compiroller Gomopal
ol the United Staton





