
DECISION 
o.c. 20548 

FILE: 
SEP l 1976 

B-186377 DATE: 

MATTER OF: Sergeant , USAF 

DIGEST: Where llN!lmber had household goods packed 
and placed in storage 1-1/2 months prior 
to iasU4lnce of separation order$ and does 
not have official statement required by 
l JTR, paragraph M8017 that he was 
ad~eed in advance that such orders would 
be forthcoming, his claim. for the expense. 
of such storage and tran~portation charges 
may not be allowed. 

This action is in response to a letter dated March 16. 1976 
(referenc~ ACF). frOlll Captain J. R. Willialll$, USAF, Accounting and 
Financ:e Offic;er, t.ackland M.r Force Base. Tens 78236, requesting 
an advance decision as to the propriety of ·making payment on a 
voucb-.r in the amount cf $4 72. 53 representing exp.en.a ea inci.den t 
to storage and ruOving of household goods incuxred prior to issu­
~nce of separation ordars in the-case of Sergeant 

• USAF. The -request ha.a ·be.en. sss-igne.d Control 
No .. 76-11 by t.he Per Diem., Travel and Transportation Allow<!nea 
Comnittee. and for-~arded to this Offie$ by the Coinmittee's £irst 
endorsQ!l:Wllt dated April 22, 1976. 

The aublli.ssion indicates that on. October 27, 1975, 
Sergeant then stationed at Lackland Air force Base:; 
personally arranged fo~ 4.700 pounds of his household gooda to be 
packed and placed in storage at San Antonio, Texas. It is indicated 
that Sergeant took this action in oxder to facilitate the 
sale of his home pr~or to separation from.the service which was to 
take place on Februazy 3, 1976. Apparently pursuant to 
Sergeant instrue~ions, on Decetl!ber 18, 1975, the house-
hold goods were removed from storage and transported to Hewitt, 
Texas. where they an:ived on December 20,_ 1975 •. The total ct1st 
for storage ',and moving ciune to $754 •. 83. 

Meanwhile. it was not until Deeember 12,. 197.5, that 
Sargeant sepa~ation oTders wete issued. His claim 
fo't' •torage and moving costs, submitted to the Lackland Air 
Forca Basa; Ac.counting and Fin.a.Q:ae Office, on Dec•ber 22, 
1975, was allowed tQ the $Xt4nt of $282.30, representing 
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$2.77 ~ 30 for vb.at it would have coat the ~ for Una hul 
thaJ'JU to ... po-Ct t- ..eer*e ho\18'0014 ~ to Ida bOSlft Of 
~•-"• ~. Tau, plu. $~ tor qplit:Aee a.~ u the: 
ct.tU&tion. Tbe •Ubltt.Ntoa ••t .. i 

"" • • !he r4M1nder .,~ tu c1d. ._ diMllowed 
bee•••" ..,u.-U..n ·~ WW. not u1ut4 wtU 
U Dec 75, *1Ml oim. vu not euppo~ed. by • stateuut 
aa· r«itdn.d 'by na, para lf!017. u 

-~ · V•luae l of the Joh~?nttl ~lcma U n~}. Dnfi 
c~"- - p:dUUt to 37. ~s.c~ '06Yl1'70) •. •uua in ~fttoMt put at 
·. ·- ~·Jh M8017'1\~· 250, l>ec9illl>U 1~ 1973-) # 

tt<.r~attou. ef ~oli ~ &t Oov--.t 
.,.,.. pd.or. to , .. u~n·--~ of• pm;meat ...... 
of-aliat1- o'ri9J'S is mhiorl.Hd pl:Ovidfi -
nquMt fo~ •dl eh~~t u supported by) 

"1. • statCtGt fl"O!l tke Je~•t •ha~ 
of-•QU.tia -ctrde~ag hdlodt:r, or 
.hia de•'l.p•ced. reprUilmtative, -tba.t the. 

. --- - dri.Sad prioi- u tka. 1ulli­
anc• o! Mb •n.~• ~t they VOUl4 be 
UltUd'* * •tt 

Ia d.• of tba ~ited c~ticu 8*i tact• ~ aceount!:q 
~==:c=-=·~'- ·. ad ~ Of:t:Uer f.:ndiftt!a '9u1Jt e:dats aa to ·tbe legillty fl.f 
=======·-~ -~f tha ae.l>~•a clai• •ub1titt$d wi~t th-. supporting .. 

i~~-~-•tu••= nqUired b7 pUagrapta_ MS011 .~~. for uwporta.tU. . 
... ittona• ~- inhft'ed about 1.J.~~ prior to tha ts•u­

···-=~ - GM of ~ .. puatiaa ~'ta~ 

~- v..ur th• prGY.UieQ of ,; u:.s.e. .. 406(h);~ ..Ou -of tae 
. · . unJfelMd •HYicta who is o.~ed to _. .a. ChllillS• of t.empo~uy or 

ftll'llllleat •t•tiOQ is end,.tlu to trauepecrta.tift (Uchsdha peeking. 
-~~ eratntg. 4~qap~ '~ •'-o<ra&e, w \U.lpackisg) o( b-aep and 
~ bdlf9ttbol'1 dleets,. et' ref.m~~ tk-•t•r. The enutl-.t• 
autiw~ad ~ t- abOve --.~ a. ubjec:~ \mdar 37 tt..s.c .. 
~06(¢)~ replat&.u. paurihed 'b,. the Sec'r.-t•wi•• eoncun-4 ... 

.. :::: •• ··i ' • 
• :·.: ..... _ •• ;> ~· 
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In line vi th the atatut<1:ey provi.Sions, tha cited regulation& 
~~rise ~ymant fDl! tifJsts iucurted in JQC>'vi:ag baggage and house­

"" bOld gooda only b dl:o•" eirc..-tanco in 'Which travd. is in fact 
il1Cidn.t to the ~.rta ordeJ:ad chu.ge of _atatiout o-1· in certdn 
CireuMtall4El•• witldil a brl.etl pedod imlllediately p'l'iOT to the 
iiluoce of tbf. ~f-&tatitm orders where. the member has 
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Jieu officially adriffd th.4t sueh otders will be :tsst«td. 52. Comp. 
·"J:ea. 76~(1973). Furthermoret ~~t of •uch ~~es ~ 
.cratiaa~ paCki-ag., and storage. iB authe-~:ud Ol'lly ltho sucn ,sto?"4ge 

;cc~it iiia.idant to- duly a-utbol!'ue.:d tt"an$pGJ:tations- not a.t the '·1ile~ 
=rec:t.&dt by an t.;)l'j'Mr, that hi• effects be pl.ae•d in stor•ge pen~ 
5UCh future ditfpC>lfitien as he may d•1i,.ra.u 32 Comp. ~u. 410,y\st 
· 13-414 (19.53).,. Se.e a].eo lS-18337l~fMareh so~ 1916~ 'Ihus. the 
uthOris•tiou for p~t of teiapora't'Y $terage costs is co~tingG.nt 

__ ufW au.thori•atioa fo-r tb• transpo~ti-oa costss- which iu turn 
dip.Ua upon the :lHU&nU of the. ~~r1s aep.arati.on order$, or 

clli• .. receipt Qf offiei.al notiu thereof~ as requind by l JTR. pare­
-Jr~b MS011~ 

~~=.Af wa bbserftd 111 52 Comp. Gen. 769,f.!!P.!.'!1> at 770-771: 
==-

"If • • [W]e hAve reipeat"1Y. and conebt•tl1 bld 
~~.':;...:-. --- that this provision contamplaees tb.e nlat:.t-.ely 111hol't: 
~~--..:.- ·. pedo4 betw.e• the ti• Vb.an a. detendnati01t is made 

· . to order a ~er tC!J make- a change of permanent sta-
. _ tion. and th4 date ott which ~he orders are .actually 

· _ ~· iHutd \I> ~ral inf-ol"tlation. as · to ths. titae of even~ 
-.::_-c:.. tu.l teleue ft'Oll ac:tive Qty b.as · ~ond~rtetly been 
· · ·· hel.d to be insuffi~i:ent to uieet the. ~niretMmtS of 

the Tegulations. SU 34 Comp. Gen;. 241 (US4); 
~~~-±'=~~ _ B-16-0968• Apdl 14, 1967; !-169'612, Jttna 29, 197{). i 1 

.Tb.. ra.eord of the inst.at cue does uot lilh<trir t:U.t Sergeant 
.~· d :mot'a than g.enual in:f oxmatiOll d to the til!e of h.i.s e.ve.atu.U 
release fl!oa. acti w -duey when h• had h.i1! ~· . paeked and placed 

~lll-atoTai4Jl, wbich wes about .1 ... 1/2 Hl.Qnths hefcn bis sapar~u:ion crders 
:!•te h•~d .and ~ .3 UC$1.ths l>efo-xe h~ -.s aepa:rated .. 

. ... - · hd.el' th•M cd.r~tecu with.out t~ re.quui~ of fic:Lal 
•t&t~t aa required by il.e regulad.on.s that h• b.4d bcten .advised 
~at bia Mperatioo ordui vere fcrthcoul'i.n1h. we u17:;n.o-t au.tlwt'i~ 
~YNnt of the ~er'• claim.· for· padc.:tng" trautpot'Ution artd 
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nona11 apenaMJ h\eu:tted, pt:lor to ~•r 12, 1975~ th• date 
•.,.Uio'A orun t1ere 1.Hued. ACCOrdiql7~ the YtlUCbat' will 
b• r•t•i~ed-hare. 

R.F.KELLER 

Cotaptrollt¢ General 
of the United Stata 
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