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FILE: B-186115 DATE: February 4, 1977

MATTER OF: Joseph P. Crowley - Refmbursement ol cost
of shipping privately ownced vehicle

DIGEST: Employee of U.S. Customs Service who was
transferred from Boston, Massacliusetls,
to Nogales, Arizona, and traveled by
air, may not be reimbursed tor cost of
shipping automobile and for automoblile
‘rental, However, employec Is cligible
for cost of travel [rom afrport in Tucscn Lo
duty station in Nogales.

Mr. Peter F. Gonzalcz, an authorized certifying officer
with the U,S8. Cuatoms Service, Department of the Trcasury,
requests an sdvance decision regarding the propriety of
paying the reclaim of Mr. Joseph P. Crowley fur the cnst of
shipping a privataly owned vehicle and cust of the rentol of
a vehicle pending delivery of hls privately owned one. The
claim iricident to a permanent change of duty station, s in
! the amount of $290,85.

i The record shows that Mr, Crowley, an Inspecter with the
1.8, Customs Service, was transferred from Roston, Massaschusetts,
to Hogales, Arizonua, {n November 1975, Mr., Crowley was authorized
travel, trandportation, and other allowable relocation erpenses.
At the time' of the transfer the emplcyee's wife wus pregnant and

: had been advised by her doctor not to travel by automobile,

1 Mr. Crowley and his wife both chose to travel by air and shipped
Lheir auvtumobile by & ccmmercial carrier. Mr. Crowley has been
relnbursed For the cost of alrline tickets [rom Boston to Tucson,
Arizona, :

The certifying officer inquires as to whether he may pay
My, Crowley's reclaim for the cogt of shipping his autumobile
s#nd the cost cf renting an avntomcbile for ¢ days until the
shipved automnbile arrived. Mr. Crowley stales thal Lhe cost
of air rransportation plus the additional cost of automobile
j shipment and automobile rental are less than the constructive
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cosL of travel by automoblle for Lwo persons from Boston to Nogales,
Arizona, Hence, Mr. Crouwley believes tnat he [s entitled to his
actual expenses not Lo exceed Lhe constructlive cost of travel by
automobile,

The Lrarsportation of privately owned vehicles at Government
expense in connecction with a transfer between duty stations is
prohibited by 5 U.S.C. 5727(a) (1970) in the abscnce of specific
authorization by statute. The ounly situation in which transportation
of privately owned vehicles has Leen authorized is Ir connection with
assignments to duty or return from duty, other than tcmporary, at
posts outside the continental United States. Sce T U,8.C. 5727(b).
We are unaware of any stuaiutes or regulations which permit reimburse-
ment for the cost of shipment of an automobile by comnercial carrler
within the continental United States.

With regard t¢ the claim for the cost of renting an automobile,
rental of auvomobiles {s permitted only if the automobile is to be
used on offlnial business and then only il such rental is speciflcally
authorized. Sce Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7) para. 1-3.,2a
(May 1973).

Accordingly, the travel voucher of Mr. Crowley may not be
certified for payment. However, we note that the record indicates
Mr. Crowley and his wifs have been reimbursed only for the cost of
traveling from his cld duty station to Tucson, Arizona, The employee
has rnot. been reimbursed for the cost of travel irom the airport in
Tucson to Nogales, Arlzona, as is permit*ea by FTR para. 1-2.3c
(May 1973). Accordingly, we would nol object to Mr. Crowley's being
reimbursed the cost of the rental car for the part of the trip [rom
Tucson to Nogales not to exceed the usual taxicalb cost as authorized
by the FTR., However, since the map shows that Nogales is approximately
65 miles from the Tucson Alrport, i taxicab or limousine scrvice s
not available for the trip, wz would not »bject to Mr, Crowley's belng
reimbursed on a pro rata basis the cost of the rental car for the

trip.
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