
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ZOS48 

B-186024 

Th• Honorable Peter w. Rodino, Jr. 
Chairman, Cowttee on the Judiciary 
House or Representatives 

Dear Mr. ChairtftM: 

By letter ot March 6• 197$t you reque~ted our views on 
H.a. 9289, 95th Congreas, a bill to reimburse the 
sum ot $3,674 for expenses he incurred in Belling his house inci­
dent to hia traMrer of orticial duty station from Valley Forge 
General Ho.epi tal in Pho.nixville, Pennsylvania, to Indiantown Gap 
Militaey Reservation in Annville, Pennsylvania. 

Our rtcordm show that Mr. , an employee of the Department 
ot tht Army, rePorted for duty on June 11, 1973, at Indiantown Gap 
M111 tary J'teservation and that settlell$ent for th~ s.ale or his former 
residence at thiJS previoue duty station did not occur until July 7, 
1975. Settlement, then, was 2 years and 26 days after the date or 
his transfer. 

Reimbursemont to Federal e::mployee5 for eiX~ruses or certain 
residence traneactions ineident to a t.ran~ter is gov~ned by 
5724a(a) ('i) or title 5, United states C.Ode., and ililplementing regu-
lations. At the til!!te or Mr. tra113ter, the applicable 
re~lations in the Federal Travel Regulations {FTR) (FPMR 101-7) 
para. 2-6.1, ~tahd in part: 

" • * • To the extent allowable under this provision, 
the Oovernment 2hall reimburse an employee tor 
expenses required to be paid by him in eonnootion 
with th$ sale or one re:iddence at his old otrielal 
etation * • •; Pt-ovided, 'l'b.at: 

' • 
"e. Time limiU!tion. The settlement datos tor 

the sale and purchase or lea~ termination trans­
aetioms for which reimburument is requested are 
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not later than 1 (initial) year after the date on 
which the employee reported for duty at the new 
official station. Upon an employee's Wl"i tten 
request this time limit for completion of the .sale 
and purchase or lease tentdnation transaction may 
be extended by the head or the agency or his 
designee tor an additional period of time, not to 
exceed 1 year, regardles~ of the reasons there­
fore so long as it is deterJ11.ined that the parti­
cular residence transaction is reasonably. related 
to the transfer of official stati-0n.n 

The ~aine provision:J are incorporated in the Joint Travel Regulations, 
Volume II, para. 03350, for application to civilian personnel of the 
Department or Defense. 

AB p~rmitted by these regulations, Mr. ~as granted in 
November 1974 a 1-year extension. Under the regulations, settle­
ment must take place within 2 years after the date of reporting for 
duty at the new orficial station. Mr. settlement date oc-
curred 26 days beyond the time limit. The regulations contain no 
provieion for further extensions of time or ror exceptional eir­
cumstanee!5. 

In , B-186024, April 29, 1976, we denied the 
claim tor reimbursement' because the time limit imposed by the regu­
lations was exceeded. Since para. 2-6.1 or the FTR, quoted above, 
was issued under the spe.eific statutory authority of 5 u.s.c~ 5724a, 
we had no choice but to deny the claim. The regulation has the force 
and effect of law and cannot be waived in any individual case. See 
49 Comp. Oen. 145, 147 (1969}. 

However, -we recognize the special circumstance in this case that 
the delay between executing the contract and settlement may nave been 
the result of a ro1sunder5tanding by Veterans Administration per3onnel 
concerning their de~criptiGn of th$ property in processing a Veteran3 
1dm!n18tration loan for the sale. Our file~ contain 2'tatements 
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giving this explanation of the delay made by the real estate firm. 
8elling the residence. · 

In view or these circumstances, we have no objection to enact­
ment of H.R. 9289. 

Yours sincerely, 

JL.F .Kf,LL:t;R 
Deputy: Comptraller General 

of the United State-s 
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