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DIGEST: :
‘ Employee whose euthorized leave of sbsence away

from his permanent duty station is temporarily
interrupted because he is ordercd to perfom
temporary duty at another place, and employee
who returns to his headquarters to resume leave
would only be entitled to the difference between.
the cost attributable to the temporary duty aand
what it would cost the employee to return to his
headquarters direct from the place of lesave.

This action is in respomse to a request from & certifying officer
of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Department of the Treasury, as
to the propriecty of certifying for payment a wvoucher in favor of
Hr. Ronald Todd representing expenses which he incurred in traveling
from Florida to Kamses for a panel interview in connection with a
potentis) transfer within the Service.

The circiastances surrounding Mr., Todd's travel as reported i the
IRS submiszion letter are as follcws. Mr. Todd departed Deamver,

August 14, 1974, on annual lezve status which was approved through
Septeaber. 2, 1974, On August 21, 1974, vhile on annual leave at
Kissimmee, Florida, Mr. Todd was telephonically zotificed by the llchits
Digtrict office (IRS) that he hed baen scheduled for a psnel interview
in Wichita, Hansas, on Auvgust 28, 1974, at 3 p.m. Mr. Tcdd left
Kiscirmmee on the worning of August 26, 1974, oad arrived in VWichita on
the moruing of JAugust 28, 1974, for the scheduled interview. FHe left
Vichite the moming of Auzust 2%, 1974, and arrivad ia Denver, Cclorads,
his permanent duty statiom, on August 2%, 1974, st waich time he rosumed
his leave status, returning to duty om September 3, 1974, as scheduled,
All trovel was performed by privately-owned wvehicle.

After his retura to Denver, Hr. Teodd submitted & claim for reim-
bursemcnt of the coastructive cost of travel by air from Kissimmee to
Jichita to Dzaver and applicable per diem, The claim wes edainigtra-
tively approved for the difference between the cost of returning to
Deaver via the tcmporary place of duty (Wichita) and the cost of direct
rcturn from th2 place when on lecave and per diem while at ths temporary

duty stetion.
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The general rule is that when an employee proceeds to a point awsy
from his official duty station on annual leave he assumes the obligation
of returning himself thareto at his own expense, Also, it repeatedly
has been held that if, during such leave or at the expiratioun thereof,
the employee is required to perform temporary duty either at his leave
point or some other point prior to his returning to headquarters, the
Goverrment is chargeable only with the differcence between the cost
attributable to the temporary duty and what it would have cost the
employee to retumn to his headquerters direct from the place where he
was on leava. 1l Comp. Gen. 336 (1932}, 39 Comp. Gem. 611 (1960) and
cases cited therein.

In view of the above, Mr, Todd mey be reimbursed the travel and per
diem expenses as administratively approved. The woucher may be certified
for payment in accordance with the foregoing,
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