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FILE: DATE:
B- 134G76 -S

MATTER OF:
D41cf 11. lloore-'Raloaationr-onsstiz liz.-ittintc
on r.movemtnt of household goods and parscnal eEfc ota

DIGEST:
Erpployce separated Ln Atlasl bLecuse of
disxzbilitv r^-,y rnot be reir;ur.ed for
exp.se~s incurrcrd in tran;nri-.- 1.4,
houschiold goods zd pcrsoual ef-cs tf
thc coutln2ntal `alitcd Statcc artcfr terz
expiration of the 2-year pceriod of liai-
tation, as prescribed by scation 1.5a(2)
of 011B Circular No. A-56p end section
2-1, 5a (2) of 1. i. s 101-7.

This rt.Ster is bercre us based o0, a rac tcst datec' August 5,
1975, for n advance &cecision frca W'. I. Coopcr, n cert;f-yi:;:
officer withe the iSr.l ':t`inesscs3 ACt' lstraticta ( rs) r, tLo the
prop rctv CL re- LzU-S15i).' Nr. i.ale .. 1c03r' for tCe tr ;--zcsrtctio n
of -0s ,'.oo'S erd persv:iJl ciiect, Erc-.1 Atchor=.: o, A& to

Urzati;lla, 0rcon,

There e rn no matcrial 6irp~ites of ftct irnvolxed i3 tlis cssac
2'r. Ioore z N i ,oy ce a s a I ofa s oeializ I t th c ,' rl. q-

Altaoca officOc th 2 II . s Ati.rni.on frc-t .:; 1o7t
to July 7i ht 'I tir.-t rc'ived a ci ity C't- <! .- rt
due to c& o;nerttiw Co-ditliol o0 his hi?. 7..Ae cta e tI io o.al
Office GA th ke A :sz u, -e-d a travnl ha orizat .;< dIi - e t ' Ii 1 .IP71

for the return os I-r. hivore, his ,;-ifc, ) tci . Chii
upin co:pIctIon o f his t r.our of dLty i!.n tAL_ :I -: 'AL A .:e b

offici&t rc >ic~nce Pt Lhe ti.4 lie shiwed Ibs e 7oorrnL, 'Aiich n:aa

Un ited ;t tn a; (a oxrort tc t r.nt.nse -uri'.nd ; tL -1 t u;cL, r of 3Y7 0.

The travel order Cta re z that cx Cev 'or tranusoortation of house-
Hold goods and persona-3. effectc N-7.I lbe autoorized at a later elatc.

Mr. osarn w3as treated for joint discase rnd received a hip
rcplaceri-nt '?a the conti .ztal ldUnited ,tatzst prior to r~turai:Ig
to Alaskza it*h thae obictioe CL ve-uring Thaoy^mt. 7h: file

con.tains 3C lettcr elqtr d June 5, 1975, ;.in wiCh )r. Robert I. :'raser
states that lhe has adcvistcid .,r. 'tWore to leav, ,-laska in order to
benefit from e warzer clt.at. Ite VIef of tbe 6ctora3 advfce,

Mr., Moore has now requcsted the S?.1 to authorize payrranit foC the
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transportation of his household goods and personal effects to

the continental United States,

Under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. § 5724(d) which incorporates
by reference 5 U.S.C. § 5722(a), the President may prescribe
regulations governing the payment of travel and transportation

expenses of employees and their immediate families "* * s from

the place of actual residence at the time of appointment to the

place of employment outside the continental United States, and

* * * these expenses on the return of an employee from his post

of duty outside the continental United States to the place of

his actual residence at the time of assignment to duty outside

the United States."

Section 2-1.5a (2) of the Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7)

provides in pertinent parts

"a * * All travel, including that for the
immediate family, and transportation, in-
cluding that for household goods allowed
under these regulations, shall be accom-
plished as soon as possible. The maximum
time for beginning allowable travel and
transportation shall not exceed 2 years
from the effective date of the employee's
transfer or appointment * * *"

Similiar provisions are contained in section 1.3d, OMB Circular

No. A-56.

These regulations provide that a condition of eligibility
for reimbursement of relocation expenses is that all travel and

transportation must commence during the period not exceeding 2

years from the date of transfer or termination of tour of duty.

The governing regulations have throughout the period in question,

contained a similiar condition. B-173783, August 28, 1973.

The 2-year period of limitation cited above is a valid

regulation issued pursuant to statutory authority which has the

force and effect of law and may not be waived or modified by our

Office. See 49 Comp. Gen. 145 (1969).
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Accordingly, Mr. Moore would not be entitled to have his

household goods transported back to the continental United States

at Government expense.

Comptroller General
of the United States

-3




