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MATTER OF:  gpopert J. Bartosch - Temporary duty - ‘

Ambulance service
DIGEST:  gpployee, while on temporary duty, lost
‘consciousness during a high-blood-pressure
seizure. Ambulance expense for his transpor-
tation to hospital at temporary duty post is
not reimbursable under Federal Travel
Regulations.

By letter of July 17, 1975, Ms. June S. Long, an
authorized certifying officer for the Federal Home Loan
Bank Board, submitted for advance decision a voucher for
Robert J. Bartosch in the amount of $40 representing am—
bulance expenses including cost of paramedics, incurred on
March 27, 1975. The record shows that when he was at his
temporary duty station, Mr. Bartosch lost consciousness
during a high~blood-pressure seizure and was taken to the
hospital in an ambulance.

As indicated in the request for a decision we held in
40 Comp. Gen. 167 (1960) that an employee who became 11l at
a temporary duty station and whose return by ambulance to
his permanent duty station was authorized or approved could
be reirmbursed for such expense under the applicable
regulations—currently Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7)
para. 1-2.4 (May 1973). With respect to ambulance expenses
to hospital at a temporary duty station, however, we are un-
aware of any regulations which provide for reimbursement of
such expense. In this connection see B-160272, Hovember 14,
1966, which holds that ambulance service charges would not
be pald if they were incurred at headquarters under circum-
stances similar to the case of Mr. Bartosch om temporary duty.
In general, for a presentation of the authorization of payment
of medical expenses, including related travel expenses, which
are incurred primarily for the benefit of the Government see
49 Comp. Gan. 794 (1970) and 47 Comp. Gen. 54 (1967).
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