THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL Q-
OF THE UNITED STATES s
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

DECISION

FILE:  8-184231 DATE: SEP 161975

MATTER OF: Rasisburgesgnt for movewant of housshold
. effocts ~ ¥B.

DIGEST: 1, HNavy nemhar’s wife who separated from her
husband and moved her howsehold saffects
from Government quarters to 4 separate resi-
dence, 15 not entitled to reimbursement by
the Covernment for siuch wmove, since it was
not incident to & permanent change of station
for the member.

2. Where subsequent to Navy mecbar's relesse to
Fleet Reserve, membor remained in Peusacola
in sams area 3¢ last duty statlom, his foruer
wife may not utilize his enritlement to houss-
hold goods transportatioun to a home salacted
by member for himself, for tzausportatfon of
hay houseliold goods from Pensacols to Cantonment,
Florida, despite court divoree judgment direeting
the member to make arrangesent with Navy for such
trausportation, in ebsence of statute and regu-
latione permitting formey wife such transporta-
tion at Covermment expense iucident to his
transfar to the Tleat Regarve,

This action 12 in rasponse to letter dated Msy 22, 1975, frow
s, , former wife of Seuior Chief Yaeman
» U.8, Naval Pleet Regerve, , Taquesting reconsiders-
tion of our Traassportatien and Clafma Division settiiment of Mayii6,
1875, vwhich disallowed har clainm in the amount of $92.23 sa redm—
bursenent for movasment of housechold effects, and dslso waking clais
for $105.86 for a prior houaghold goods movement,

The yesord indicates that Ms. geparatoed from her
husband and moved at har own expanse (5105.86) from the Government
housing she was oecupying with the mewber, to ,
Pensagola, Florida, in September 13973, Subhaéequently, on November 1,
1973, Petty Officer was releasad from active duty and trang-
ferred to the United States Naval Fleét Rasarve. On Novamber 5,
1973, the Cireuit Court, Escambia County, Florids, issued a fimal
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fudgment dissolving the marriage of , Pativioner, and
v Respondent.

The judgment contained the following statewment:

“Petitioner shall aske arrangemsnts with the Unuited
States Navy for the traHSpoxtation of Reapondent's dtems
of personal property from Escawbia County, Flordds, to a
deatination of Respondent’s choloe, without eonst to the
Respondept.” .

¥a, submitted & elaim, together with 3 housahold goods
carrier's recedpt, in the anount of 592.25, for movewent of house-
hold effects on July 29, 1974, from y Pensacolz, to
y Centonmant, Florida, In hey letter of May 22,
1975, s, requeste that she be reiwbursed for elther the uove
of July 29, 1974, or for the move in Beptember 1373, since at that
time she still was a deépandent of Petiy Officer )

Ssction 406Yef ritle 37, United States Code (1970), provides
thar under such conditions snd limitations ss the Secrataries con-
cerned may prescribe, a monbey of a uniforwed gervice shall be
antitled to the tramsportatien of heuschiold goods or reiahuraeaeat
therefor, in cosvaection with a change of station,

Paragraph H&2SB¢I,‘Va1umﬁ 1, Jeint Travel Regulatiens (1 J1F),
prooulyated In accordance with the above statute, provides that for
parsounel on setive duty, shipment of household gooda frow the last
duty mtation to the new duty sgtation iz authorized, The regulations
do not authorire shipment of household goods wnless such shipment iz
in connection with a wenber's permanent changs of station or a
tamporary changae of station as provided under paragraph H8200-1fof
the regulations.

Thus, the right to transpertation of househsld goads acerues
only when the wmovemant is incident te a change of residente result-
ing from an ordered change of station for a mewber of a wniforned
service. fSee 33 Comp, Gen, 43IY(1954). The record dees not indi~
cate that st the tine of the wevement of ¥s. heusehsld
affeets in Saptomber 1973, that the member had orders for a change
of stetion which would antitle hiz or his dependents to tramsportatimgn
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of nousehold effects at Governneni wxpoenss, &cc&iﬂia,gly, Lhare is
ao authority for relmbursement of the nvost of ths Septenmber 1973
movanent,

The movement of Ms, househiold goods from Pansacola
to Cantomvent, Florida, on July 29, 1974, eceurved after
Patty Officer 's release from active duty with no single
braak therein of more than 90 daye sfter a continuous paxiod of
sight years or mora. '

Paragraph HE260 J 1 TR, pmmlgataé in accovdance with
37 U.8.C, 406{g) Nprovides that a mecber on sctive duty is antitled
to shipwent of his honsehold goods Irow hifs lest or previcus perma~
nent duty statios to the homs uslected by rhe wesber when he,
imsediately following st lesst eight yemxs of continuous active
duty with no single bresk therein of mre than 90 days, is trans-
ferred to the Yleet Reserve,

The record indicstss that Petty Officer after his
relesse from active duty remalned at Pensacols, Florlds, which was
also his last duty etation, On July 29, 1974, ¥s, who no

longer ves ¢ dapsudeat of the member, havwing been ddvorced from
him on Hovember 5, 1973, had her own goods ahipped incident to her
changs of residence from Pensacols to Cantonrent, Fleorida.

Clesyly, the shipwment of housshold gnods of the member’s former
wife incident te her change of resideves 4id not conatitute = ship-
vont of the meshar’s household poods to Lis home of melection inci~
deat to his relesss from netive duty.

Although the judgmzt diszselving the warriage of tha
provided that the wmenbsr wonld make maugmts vith the Fnited
States Navy for transportation of Hs, 's personal praoperty,
such agreement wes only batween the parties to the sgreepent, and
was not binding wpon the U.8, Navy and eould not coufer trsusportation
entitlemunts mot authoriged In accm:& with the above-cited statutes
and ragulations.

Accordingly, relmbursauent for tiw salppent of Ms, 's
housshold goods in September 1573 and on July 29, 1974, 18 denied,
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snd the action takem by our Transpextstisn and Ulalms Divieion
on May 16, 1575, is sustained,

R.F. KELLER -

pevuty Comptroller Genersl
of the United States






