
THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL 
DECISION • OF THE UNITED STATES 

WA.SH ING T 0 N, D, C. 2 0 5 4 8 

FILE: lS-184231 DATE: SEP 1 6 1975 

MATTER OF: 'b.iiibursewmt for TAOYeunt of household 
e.ffeets - i1a. 

DIGEST: 1, Navy ~•rls wife who separat:ed from her 
husband and lll.Oved h4r houaehol-0 effects 
f'J:'Q1i1 Gove~t quart.en to a aeparau resi­
dence) is not eutitleid to reimbu'nle.numt lly 
th• Government for such lB(J'ft, eilke& it va 
not inc:id.ent to a p&l'l\(U\iit'fit chaug• of station 
for the ~et'. 

2. Whore auhs9quent to Navy t!Wluibu•a relea:o to 
J!leet Reserve! ~er remained in Pensacola 
in •Ullll ue.a .a last duty at.atit>n, nu fol'me~ 
'ldf a may not utili2e hi• an.titleMl:t.t to house­
hold goods transpqrtatiou to a bOM sel.•c:ted 
by ~e.t for himsal.f • for tt'a.tlSPottaUon of 
be..: houteheld goOds titoJa Pensac.ol~ to Canton®nt, 
ilodda, dupitia ~urt divore• judgm&nt direc:tina 
th• tlll\mbeJ: ~o make a.n.ang~nt with Navy for such 
tra.nspottation, in ahaenee of stat\lt{i •nd regu­
lations permitting f o~ vil~ such tra.tUJpo~4-
tiou at Gove~nt cµc:pense. 1ucidnt·to hie 
transfer to ~ ¥1.eat Reserve. 

Thb action b in t'ftJ>OMe to lette:r dated May 22, 1975, fro~ 
Ma. , former wife of Saiol!' Chief Yeaman 

, U.S. Na••l l?le~t Reserve.~ t ft(tue&ting reconsidera-
tion -of our TnlM~rtat1cm and Clat. Di?Uion aet~ of ¥..ayJ.16, 
1971, vhich diaallowed e•l" clai'l.I! in the amQunt of $92.25 aa reila­
bunM&nt for ~nt of household ufeets J ud &ltao making clidm 
fo-r $105.86 fO.T a prior houa4'llold good.JS movsaent .. 

Tha t'e®l'd ind.ic.atK that Ms.. seporo.tud from het' . 
bu.band a-ad moved at he:r own e."l:~e ($105.86) from tl\4 Go~rnment 
hou.i.Jlg td1a was occ~pyi-qg nth tba '®'llher, to , 
Peuaeole.. Plorida. in SfXPtember 1973., Sub.aequently, on Nov•ei- 1, 
1973. Petty Qffieter was raleped trcnu active duty and trana­
f•rr-' tc> the tJnited States Naval Fle.et Rdarve., On November S,. 
1973, th$ Circuit Court, EBcmnbia CC)u1u:y, .Flol:ida, isaued a fin.al 
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1u.dglllient diasolving the ~dage of 
t Rup®dent. 

'rhe juds~ent contained th~ f~llowing stat~'Gient~ 

i'Petition~x sh~il i?lak.e arrange.w!nts '1ith th~ Unite-d 
Statas Navy for tha transpo~t~tion cf Respondentts items 
of porsonal preperty fTOm Escambia. County -i; :Flo:d.44~ to a 
destiuation Qf Respon.denes cl'>.oic~~ witlwu-t cost to the 
llespondt'11t. i, · 

Ha. submitted t. cl.aim, to-geth~~ with a h01.1S~held goods 
c•rrieT' s rece:.iptl in the ardlunt of $91; .. 2.5"' for ~t of hO.use~ 
hold aff~ct11 on July 29; 1974, hom » Pansaeola.. to 

, Ca-ntonment~ Flor.id.a. In lla?' letter of May 22, 
1975, Na. i-e:quests tb.4ct she be Yl;!imburs~ fol: eitue..r th~ ·lilOY& 
of July 29, 1974, oT for the $V~ in September 1973, •ince. at tltat 
time she still was a d~pendeu.t nf Petty Of fice:i; 

S.Ctiott 406~of title 37) l'initE!d Stat.ea Code (1970), provideg 
that \P\der •~h conditions and liil'.!tntiona as the Secr~taries eon-
4~rned uy pre.serlbi:l J a me®et' o-f a mdfo~ s~c~ ah\illl h~ 
etttitl~ to the tratUl\l(lTUtiOn of hCXlS~ld eoods ~'r rai~Urs~n.t 
therefor, in com>.e.eticn with a change o..f atatio11. 

l'ar~Tapb 'US2.S3-1Jvol1tmlil li Joint t'tavel Regulations (l JTR.), 
pl'Ol!'IW.gat-od in a~rdattce with the above statute!' provides that for 
porsonul 0t1 aetive duty, shipment of ht'51.1&tlhold ~eodtt fTC"& th$ lut 
duty 11tation tG th• ntW duty station is l\u.thorizl!d. 'the rejUlation~ 
do :not authorize: ship~ilt of hom.Jehold g®ds. wleas •tteh shipment u 
Ui cu>nuaetic.n with a ~&r'a pe~t ehan1hitt of st$tion or a ti 
temporary changG of station as provid~d tmd"r parag~aph ·~r8200-lf of 
the regulation.! .. 

ThU8. the d.ght to tranapertatihn (tf he~bold goo48 aceru.Q 
only Yhel\ the mv¥\6tlt u i-n~idet11t t-0 a clla'ng.~ :ef ruideaee t<eault­
ing fl'otit .au ol'd~red chan3e cf lltjltion for $ Jneml>~-c of a unifor~d 
aeniee. See 33 Comp. G;en. 431f(l954}. l'h~ record d!.>es not il).di .... 
eat. tlUlt at the tiM of the mev~®t of ~fs. h.t1U!U:h.eld 
effects in Saptember 1973, that. the Mt~ib.a:r had Q1!ders for a ¢.Unge 
of stetiou. which would entitle him. or hf.& d~poodentJJ t..o tratt$potrct:at-~n 
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of uoUBehold .:ffecits .at ~;tornmeut »~. .t\c~tdi:G:&lY, ~e is 
ao a11thori.ty fOJ:' nimb(IU~ of th4001Jt of tlm Sep~~ 1913 
~t. 

The movement of Ms. hauBfihold i-ooQ f~ P~aeols. 
to Can~t. Florida. cm July 29, U74t ~ aft•r 
l'atty Of~icer '• nleue f'l'O!l acti.Te d~y. with tl<> $1llgle 
bruk therein of Mn t~ 90 Q.ye af t\'n' tA ~~ ~rlod of 
eisnt reu• 0cr ~~4 · 

f 

Paragraph M81_,60,(1 JU, p~JnUl.ga~ i\\ ~~(;.O. ld.th . 
37 l1 .s.c. 406(g) .'fprorltlos that a ·lltBtlih•~ ~ ~'" duty is· 42ititl4\d 
to ehipaut of hill household ~ fl'O\\l his l«st o~ ptt'dcus JX!nl.r 
iumt d\lt)' •t•tioa to the h91ha •.Uctd. by the ~u vhen ll4l, 
imaediat•ly foUoring •t l.eut eight yeu:s of ~ontimso\tS a~tive 
duty with no •it\gle 'br.e.k therein ~f more than 90. dayll~ l& trau-
feJ:nd to tn. 1leet Jlua.rva. · 

~ rec.or« indie•tu tho.t ?etty ()ffi®r 4fter hu 
nlaaaa froiu a.ct·iw duty ~ned at ~4. Plod®,, whicb waa 
ai.o hu last: duty et•tion. Ol1 July 29, 1974~ MB~ ldlo no 
loagu YU ti u~t of the memht!r. h.~g ba~ ~Wrced f~om 
hie. OSl 'Noved>•r s, 1973,. had he?'~. sooda shtpptid ineident tl) her 
chanaa of rea:ldenc6. f ~ l>@.fJacola t:o CaAtota:mrmt. Florida. 
Clearly, the •hipaut of ho\tsehold $OQds of the: ~-~1 e f.onner 
wife in.cidellt to wn: ehaq• ef ~uifuce. did Jl:Ot ~ti:~te. • •i4ip-
111ei1t ef Ul19 ~li*S hw$e1:$.o1d goods to hi$ hCUH of i!elee~ioninei­
ddt to lda rel.Q.:Sle. f~ acti.•ia dt.¢1:.. 

A.lthouab th• jud~t .d~~~l"ri.n.~ the ~~riage. 9f tha . 
piovided th•t the ae~~ woiU.d. !Wte arrang~t1 vi~ t.he .Dnited. 
Sta.us Navy .io~ t~~tation of Ms. l$ p~send proputy 1 

such qr.~t wes only batween th~ p~t!.a to th!\ .agrument, and 
vu not l>hdi113 ~l'~n the U. s. N~ and c.ouia :t1.ot ~tu ~~All$portation 
cmtitlellMKlt.PJ JWt ~'1tllori•e.d in .aeco~d: ~th ~ abovf)-<-ci.ttlid statutes 
and regulations. 

Ae.aord!.~ly, rtd.~bul:'•~t for the •hi~t of Ma. r a 
hounhol.d goods.in S.f#temb-er 19'73 Md on July 29t 1974l< la denied, 
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and the actio'Q takell by our 'f'l'An$.PGl:'tftt$.Ot1 ijiif'Cla!'!ia .. 1".YaiOA 
on May 16, l97S. u austait:ted~ 

R.F. KELLER 

Deuut'Y' ~'b:'Oll.e-r General. 
of the lhdted States 
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