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- THE COMPTROLLER BENERAL
oF THE UNITED s8TATES {17408
WABHINGTON, D.C. 20548

DECISION

FILE: 5-184023 DATE: ﬂ.“ :

MATTER OF:  gypenses inctdent to permanant change of
stution « , FTME, USN

~ DIGEST: 1. Member on permanent ¢hange of station within

: continental U,5. who performs velocation st
personzl expense is not entitied to relmburssee
xent for rental of tow bsr used to transport
privetely owned motor vehiele by towing behind
rental truck since automobile is not g household
good as defined in Volume 1, and there is
no puthority for reimbursement of expenses of
transportation of privately owned motor wehicle
in such eircumstances.

2. Member on permsnent change of station from
California to New Hexico who performs velocae
tion et personel expense {8 not entitled to
reinbursenant for babysitting and foxr gasoline
for return trip to Califorsis to get dependents,
in sbeence of authority for such reimbursement,
such expenses being in nature of mlscellaneous
casts for which a disloastion allowence was paid
to the member.

- This action is Iin response to letter dated Februsry 24, 1975,
row Surface Missile Fire Control Technician First Class (Fe6),

, United States Navy, , in which Petty
appeals & partial dissllowance by the General
Accounting Office, Transportation and Gleinms Division, of his claim
for reimbursement of travel and trensportation aupenses incurred
in connection with 2 permanent change of atation from the U.8.5.
Chicago at San Diego, Californmiaz, to White Ssnds Missile Range,

The record shows that {n April 1974, Petty Officer

Taquested 8 humsnitarian reassignment from ses duty to shore duty,
On:May. 14, 1974, .he was intormally sdvised by the Bureau of Haval
Pergonnel that his request had been granted and he would be transe
fefred to White Sands Missile Range (WSMR), New Mexico. Travel
Order No. 5T0 121-74, dated May 16, 1974, directed the member's
persanent change of station from ses duty aboard the U.5.5. Chicaga,
at San Diego, to shore duty at WSHMR, '
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The member had previously been advised that he would have to
" pa responsible for the expenses of g humanitarian reassignment,
 To aceomplish the transfer, Patty Officer rented a truek
- and & tow bar for the purpose of towing his privately owned motor
vehicle and moved 7,686 pounds of housshold goods and his autoe
“mobile to the pew duty station, at personal expense during the
— period from May 20-25, 1974. His children were left in California
~ with relatives who were paid for babysitting until the member was
able to raturn by ¢ar 2nd get then,

The record shows that after his svrivel at WSMR Petty Officer

was advised at the local disbursing office that his
traval order was a costetype order for pemanent change of station
rather than ¢ permissive order for humanitarian reaseignment, The
order also teflected that he was in pay grade E-5; however, the
record now discloses that he was promoted to pay prade =56 effece
tive May 16, 1974, :

The member submitted a claim for expenses in connmection with

Washington, D.C., paid the member $197.48 and forwerded the admine
istratively disapproved balance of the claim to the General
hecounting Offige, Transportation and Claime Division, for conside

ration.

The settlement dated February 3, 1975, allowed an additional
$183.45 ($382.93-9197,48) for transportation of housshold goods,
eluding truek rental, gasoline, packing materisls amd pads, tax
and additional wileage charges, However, although the shipment
weighed 7,686 pounds reimbursement was based on 7,000 pounds, the
maximam permissible weight for a member in pay grade E=5. Claims
for tow bar rental (§$24), babysitting (§60), and gasciine for the
return trip to Californis to piek up the childrean ($25) were -
disallowed. ‘

In his letter of Fesbruary 24, 1975, Petty Officer

rotested the denial of relmbursement for transportation of the
itfonal #85 pounds of household goods on the basis that he was
in pay grade %6 &t the time of his transfer and theraefore was
entitled to & higher maximum permissible weight allowance. Upon
confimation of the menber's promotion to pay grade <6, a second
ssttlenent was issued on Hay 13, 1975, ellowing payment in the
amount of §37.53 for the additional 686 pounds of goods.

his permanent changes of station. The Havy Reglonral Finance Center,
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Accordingly, Fetty Dfficer has been paid the full
amount of his claim for reimbursement of expenses of transpore
tation incident to his permanent change of station with the
axception of elaims for tow bar rental, babysitting and gasoline

for the return trip to California.

o The authority for transportation at Government expense of
dependants and household goods of a member of a uniformed service
upon & perman:nt change of station is provided for ip 37 U.5.C.
408N(1970) which delegates to the Seeretaries concerned the
uthority to prescribe the conditions apd limitations in connec»
ion thexewith, Paragraph MB500 of Volume I of the Joint Travel
egulations promulgated pursuant thereto, provides authority for
-veimbursement ‘to a member of a uniformeéd ssrvice for shipment of
housebold goods at personzl expense not to exceed the cost to the
Government had the chipment been made by a tramsportation or
_shipping officer. The amounts airaady reimbursed by action of
the Navy and of our Transportation and Clasims Division do ot
ppear excessive and are reasonably substantiatad under the

alteumstancas here present.

Hhila the statute does not define household goods, the implee
wenting regulation, paragraph M800O-2 §j Volume 1 of the Joint Travel
egulations, change 232, Jume I, 1972 {vow contained in Appendix J]?
hersof) defines the term as including furniture and furnighings,
clothing, baggage, and effects of a similar character, and specifis
—eally excludes privately owned motor vehicles from this definition,
These ragulations, promulgated purs&ant to statutory authority,
“heve the force and effect of law and. we may make no eugeptions to
_such provisions in the settlement of claims by our Office. We must
¢onclude, therefore, that there is mo asthority under 37 U.5.C,

_§ 406¥for refwbursement of the expence of transportation of a
privately owned motor vehicle in Petty Officer Chadwick's, ciroume
stances. See 44 Comp. Gen, 85§(1964); 52 Comp. Gen,  -479Y(1973).
-Since the rental fee paid by the wember for 2 tow baxr with which to
_tow his privately owned automsbile is an expense incurred in the
%:rnnspurtation of that vehicle, reimbursement therefor must be
~denfed. .

That portion of the statute pertaining to the tramsportation of
depandents provides that s member ordered. to make a permanent change
_of station {s entitled to: transportation in kind for his dependents,
~to retmbursement therefor, or for a monetary allowance in lieu of
trangportation (MALT), subject to the limitations and gonditions
tascribed by the Secretaries concerned (37 U.S.G. E 406(a)f(19700

Patagraph- N7003ﬂr6£ the reguletions, provides & MALT for dependents.
: -3
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' A dislocetion cllowence is authorized under 37 U,.5.0. § ami/

~ (1970) for 2 membar with depandents whose depemdents meke zn
 autborized move in cownestion with his permanent change of stationm,
The purposa of this allowence 15 to partially reimburse the membsr /
for expenses incurred in relocating his household (paragraph woaa,v/
‘Yolume i, Joint Tyavel Rngﬁlatiom). Thags inciude expenses not

othervise reimbursable.

: The record indicetes that Fetty OGfficer wag paid «

: MALT for dependent.travel from San Diego to HSMR on DO Voucheyw

Ho. © 3610, dated June 10, 1974, snd slso wes peid s dislocation
llowance. Petty Offiger ¢lain for velshursement for
“babysitting #nd return-trip gasoline is for expenses for vhich
slabursexent 1s mot provided by the controlling ststutes and
regulptions; they appenr to be in the nsturs of miscellsnsous coste
inctdent to & permsnent change of station, for which a dimlecation

nmxum is provided.

© In view of the furegoing, we must szustain the detion of our
— Transportation &nd Clelms Division in denying these slexents of

Pot:y Officer ekaim,

Comptroller Geneval
of the United States
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