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t. Mmnber on peT1Mnent change of etatio.n 'Within 
continental u.s. who pet"forms T$location at 
personal •~•e is not entitled to reimburse• 
104nt for rental of tow bar used tQ transport 
privAtely owned motor vahicle by towina behind 
rental t'ntck since automobile is not~ household 
aood as d~fined in Volume 1 1 .and there h 
no authority fo~ ·r•imburse.nt of expenses of 
transportation of prlvat•lY owned motot ~ehic1e 
in such clttumatances • 

.2. Member on pen1anent change of atation frora 
Ca-liforni~ to ~ew Mexico who performs relcca• 
tion et personal eltpense i's not entitled to 
nlmburseml!Jnt for babysitting and for gaaoline 
for retum trl-p to C3liforni• to get dependants, 
1n ab~ence of ftUthority fo~ ,uch rei•bt.ltsement. 
such expetuiet beina in nature of miscellaneous 
eosts fo~ which a dislocation allowance was paid 
to th~ member. 

'l'his action h in response to l•tter dl!l.ted Februe.ry 24. 1975 1 

:~ftfOID Su.dace 'Missile. Fin Control Techriiebn First Clu;& (-t•6), 
~- , United States Navy. , in which l?ett;y 
-~Officer e.ppeals a p,ntal diseUownee by the Gene-rd 

Aecountina Of:Hcet Trenaport.ation and ClD·m :Division, of his claim 
;tor ni•bu:nement of travel· and tl'r.Utepo:rtetion eapenlle& incurred 
:.:f.n Conileetion with 11 penaanent change of station from the u.s.s. 
~Chicg19 at San Oi,ego• California• to Wldi;e Sandt MtssUe Range. 
:;~w Mtxico. 

__ The recoTd shows that in April 1974, le.tty Officer 
raqueat•d a hu.m&n,lterhn re,aedgnment ftom &ee duty to shore dtity. 
qin~ay. JA, 1974. ,he wa, tnfbma.Uy advised by the Sui-eau of Na.val 
,eraoPA• J. tl:\t\t hh t'equ'!st bad been 1.re.nted and he '1(1Uld be trans• 
fmed- to Whit. Sanda Miiiaih R.ange (WSMRJ, New M•ldco •. Travel 
9rder &. STO 121•74, deted M.ay l6t 1974. directed the meinber•s 
p•r.anent chanae of station fro~ ~ea duty aboa~ the u.s.s. Chl~sgo, 
~t &an Dhao~ to abote duty et WSMR.. · 
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The maaber had pre"liou~ly ken sdvis&d that he -would have to 
i~~~;c~~:': - be respondble for tbe expenaee of a hUllle.nitarun rt!etsignment, 

to aceoapllah the trausfer; ~etty Officer rent•d a txuck 
and • tow bar for the purpose of towing his privst.e1y owned awtor 
vehicle and JDOYed 7,686 pounds of household good• end his auto• 

· mobile to tb• oew duty station; at perao~al expense durtna the 
· p,dod froa Hey 20-lS, 1974. Hii children -.ere left in C&lifernia 
< __ with 11'elativea 111\Q ware paid for babyattttng 1.mtU the member was 
·;~~ 49,bl• to ratllrn by car aDl!l get thea. 

The record abows that after hi• &rrlval at WSMR P-etty Offic~r 
we• edviaad tlt tbe local diabur.tng offt.ee tllat his 

~--__ -~ ' ~travel order was a e<>at•type order for peimanent cbanae of st~tion 
~ , .. ~:~;:>=rather than i p•mi&dve order for bumanitadan reaaei.ament. The 

":~°!~:,.-order aho refl$4ted that ha wae in pay ar-.de &•J; howver, th• 
::-·~:rx--~--l"eeOrd now discloses tbst he was pl'QlDOted to pay grad• Z-6 effec .. 
~-:::-· t1'¥e Hay 16, 1974. 

__ 'l'he meiv.ber submitted tt claim fQJ: e:!ipenses in connection with 
':§~~~-:,=•111.i p•m.anent chanae of station. 'l'ba Navy Regional Finance Centel:' • 

_i: :-:_Wash1naton. D.C. * paid the lllQbei- $197 .48 and fo.'i:Wr4ed the ~dm1n• 
~~--•--~i1trattv,1y disapproved 'balance of the cl~im to th• General 

•- ____ _ ·:Aeqountins Offl~e; Tr.ansp.ortat!on and· Cld10s Divis.ion, for ClQn-dd• 
<' _•retion. 

1'he set~lement dated Febwei:y 3, 197.$t allowed aP edditiottal 
_ $185.45 ($382.9.J.~197 .48) for transpor~t101l of housebold good•:11 
~ :::Lnelliidina truck 1:antal, gae.0U.t1e• packing mate~ls and pad1, tax 

;:.;_,::.-·and additional 11Ueaae obarges. !oweve1:',. al thoup the sbipent 
·-c___vat.ab.d 7 t686 poll_nds r•lablu·aernent was baa&d o.n 7,000 poundsi the 

"iiads.ua pelld•d'ble we-iaht for a lllSmber in pay arade E•S. Cla1¥111 
:"~-for tO'tf bar nnta1 ($-24) 1 babysi\ting ($60), and aasoU.ne for the 
_ :::_rtt1nn trip .to CaUfo,:nia to pf.cit up thee childraa ($25) we.re -
-~/ clhellowd.. , 

tn his letter of lebwary 24• 1975, Retty Officer 
,-~,-rotested the dental of Nlabu.rse~nt fol:" tl:'en:1Jportatton of the 
~-addittonal 686 pounds of houaehold aooos on the 1>4•1.• that he "8& 
:tn pay a-rad• ~6 at tb. ti-M of bia t-ra-nder •tld therefoi:e was 

,-•.,::efttitled to a h1&1M-:r ma.xt1W.i111 pexmiasible weis.ht allows.tJC.e. Upon 
confhaatio0 of' th• m.e~r• s pt'OJaotton to pay grade i.1•6• a aecond

~>•tttl•ent •• issued on May 13, 1J)7S, 11Uow!ng payment ln the 
--- ,'~llOUnt -of $37.,.$3 f.cr the additional 686 pounds of goode. 

~- 2 -



11:10 , 
&-184023 

AccordinalY, ~•tty Officer hes been p~id the full 
a110Unt of bis claim for •reimbursement of expensetv of transpoi:• 
tation incident to·hts pemanent change of station with the 
uception of clai•s for ~oy bar rental, babysitting and gasoline 
for the ret111:n tdp to California. 

'J.'he euthorlty for transportation at Qovernment expense of 
dep~ndents end household good~ of a membe-r of a uniformed service 

;:,.-;i:z;:;;-.• ~:.:~-- upon ... fl peraanent change of station is- provided for f.n 'J7 u.s.c. 
JI 40t11U970) which delegates to the Se/;?!etaries concerned the 
authonty to prescribe the c:oooitions a~ limitations tn conne(:• 
ti.on therewith~· ~aragraph MSSOO of Vol~ 1 of the Joint Travel 

~0 ~?~l'-c=c.:z~_==-:----_~-,eau.lattons p:tOJllUliated. pursuant _thereto. provides authority for 
,.,.,·;ct=~=--,:etsabursern~nt ·to. a member of a unlfomd service far shipment of 

bousebold goods st personel expense ~at to exe~ed the cost to the 
_ Qovenuaent htld th~• sbip•nt been ma.de .J;>y a transportation or 

sbippl.ns officer, The aiaou-nts al-rQa~y reimbursed b.Y action of 
- th• Navy and .of our Tram~potte.tion and Cb'f.ms Di.vision do not 
appear e:.:ces~ive and ar~r ·r.~asonably substantiated. u.nde:r the 

~is~~---~i rCU!ll,tanc:es hete p1:esent. . · 

t:~~~~'=~~::__:_~ c;[~t~~~~- While the statute does .not defiile{honsehold soods, the itnple• 
,_~-,-;;.t--,~---iae_ ntin& regulation. paragraph .. M8000•2, Volullle 1 of the Joint Trave~ 

Replation,, change 232.,. June l. 1972 nov contained in Appendix Jr 
~hereof) · define.a the t-em as including fu:rni ture · and fuoiishings • 

~- c1otb1ng, baigeg~, .. and effects of a similar character• and spedfi• 
~~'L ~ally exc;:ludea privately owned il!Otor vehicles fr® this definition. 
~§'z-t~:: c-l'he-se rqulatlons. pro~ulgated pursuant ~o $tatu.tory authority• 
~ii:;~J:.:.beve the £01:ce. a . .nd ef.fect of l:aw and.'we may make no exceptions to 
.::c.:.c.:;_:_~ such provisions tn the settlement. of• claills by otfr Offi~e. We must 

="'='='------c!onc:11.kie., therefc:,n. that .there is no authority .under 37 u.s.c. 
_ 406lfor rltintbut'H~nt of the e:Kpens.e o·f tran~pC>t'tat:ion o·f s 

privately owned .motor vehtc1e·1n Fetty Office~ Chadwick's circu~• 
stance~. Se4 44. C9inp. Gen •. 65i<L964); 52 Comp. Gen •. 479YU97'3). 

,Since the -rer1tal fee pa!d by• the member .for a. tow bar with whf.ch to 
tow his privately owed autombpile h an expense 1ncu1;red in the 
t-ranaportatlon of ·t:hat vehicle., rei!lbu.rsement therefor must be 

~denhd. 

that portion ef the statute peTtaining to the transports.tion of 
dependents p.-rovi~s that ir mmaber ordered. to raake a psrmanent chtmge 
of station h tiintitled to, tt"antport.!t1on tn kind for his d-ependents, 

-t~ rel~bu~sexaent therefor~ or for a mone~ary allowanQe in lieu of 
t~a'-portati.on C-MAI.T), subject to the li~itationa ·!lnd· ~onclitions 

0 ,!.lflt~ri.bed by· the Se~ret.ades con4erned (17 U.s.c. i 406(a)\f(l970)). 
- 'fata,a-r~~pfr H7003,fof the i-egulsUons, p'rovides a MALT for dependents. 
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A di•l~ti-on n.llow~nc• 1• ~uthcn:iHd u-nde-r 37 u.$.C. I 407/ 
( 1970) for ,i. .-be~ wt th dependtntc whoae clepe-ndebU aaali:$ sn 

~·st.--;;~,:~, ,11tbori&td IIOV• iu · coaru.tctf.ott vlth hia p•mauent wnaa -of st(ltf en, 
'l"ht putJ>O•• of t\tla il\llowne• ii to partially C-.!iaNr-so tM Mllibftr ,
for esp•»••• 1-ncuned ln 1:t1lotJAttna ht• ~•bold (par,a~~pb M9000. 

i'i:~1:;-:0:-J;'i~,·•, Volliltt 1, Jo111t Travel h&Ulatiotu1 >- 'lh•.H f.nelud• •~entet not 
-"'Otberwl•• ret.a'bur1abh. 

1:be t.c:otcl 1adicat•• thd. retty Offieu .tit.as l)llid ~ 
. ,, ,,,, tW,. T for de;petlderit:,.:t.r&ve1 fro• ~ Di•ao t.o i,jSM'R, Qn DO Vouclun: 

:'·~~-e:?Mo. G 3410, elated lune 20, 1.974, ,ind tt.ho wsa pttid a 4f.aloation 
:""•4Uownee. e.tty·-off1eer elatm fo~ i-riltbuttotMnt for 

·t~s:"==-btab7dttti,a ~ retum- trip p-,oUrut b- for f#Xpuh.s fo-r which 
'· ·ntAbur1-.nt. 1, not p-fOvided by the con_trolU.~a 1tetut,H e.lld 

r.aul,Uon•1 t1w1 eppur to b4J in the 1't.t~P of •·hcell~neou-• coate 
__ J tnc1ct.~t to •· ,-.ftl8.Ml'lt eharaa• of 1tA.tLon. fif>J: which ~ dtlltl(U!,tion 

~" auovanc• t• provid-49 
,c"',C,~~~'"::-7,.,:..;·:-_ • 

In vtew of tu foTeplna, w au•t •~•ti:i.in tbtt actton of ouT 
=-~rraa.porbtiort and Cleta• Dlv:Ut,;m in denying theu •lctmentc• -of 

~~--P•UY Off leer c:ld.11. . 

Cosaptroller Gene~l 
of tb6.United States 
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