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Joseph F. Mareiaz--Claim for Temporsry Quarters
snd Noving Dxpeunses
DIGEST:
1. me]o"te s clzim for temporsry quarters aznd subsistence
renges (TQSL) previously disallovwad hecause not
in_urrec in the vicinity of emplovee' s duty station
(home port) mzy be allowed, as there is no requirement
in Federel Travel Regulations {(FTR) that TQSE be
incurred in vicicity of duty stationm.

2. Yoployee's clzim for resl estate exnenses previocusly
¢isallowed becatuse new residence was mot in the
vicinity of duty statiosn (liome port) mey be allowad.
If an employee wworhks at & romote duty station where
sdeqguate famlly hiousing is un“vailabgﬂ; the placa
vhere the family resides is the residence eligible

Fployee's claim for travel o
to rezidence may not bs pa

LR ]
»

3

2
b‘
o)
w©
=]
[
/-4
*h
(5]
(o]
13
o
Q
o
()
'-,l.
cr
=]
;

sald &
gions 1ln the Eeec:ai Trevel Dogulations for reime
burcement ¢f travel uvader these circumstances.

This sction is & request for an advence decision by a dishirsiuog
officer of the Jacksonville Tstrict, Corps of Lnginesrs, Depariment
of the ATmy, on the propriety of peving the reclzim voucher of

¢

-~

Mr, Jozepgh . Harsls, & civilian employce of the Corps of Engineers
viw 15 stationed sboard & seagoing hopper dredge. The claim is for
tezporsry quarters subsigtence expenses (TQ3Z), real cstate expenses,

end trevel expenses,

The record shows thet the TQSE were incurred in connection with
8 permancut clisnge of station {FCS) froo Portlend, Gregon, to
Jackecnville, Florids, under Travel Order 525,53, dated November 28, 1975,
The-feel estate cxmenses were incurred in December 1874 in conmection

th the purchase of a resigdence im Longwood, Florida. The travel

expenses were imcurred im August 1974 in conmnection with & trip from
the hopper dredge (Iocated et Brownsville, Tecxas) to the employee's
temporory quarteérs in Altcmonte Sprimgs, Florida, following en iilness.

We will fivst consider the cleim for TCSE toteling $314.40 for
the perlod March i through MHarch 26, 1974, The disbursing officer
states that these expensas were previously disallowed in accordance
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with 2 JIR C38251i~4a which requires that sn cunloyee's TQSE be
focurred "ot the ecld or the new duty station or in the vicinity
thereof." In the instont case the TOSE were incurred im Orlamdo,
Florida, which sccording to the disbursimg officer is not im the

vicinity of Jacksonviile, flovids, the employee's home port.

In explsiuing the dissllowarce, the disbursing officer stated:
"By regulation ¢f the Office, Chief of Engineers,; the
ceagoing Lopper dredzes are desipznated as the pernaaent
duty statlon for inmdividual equOJecs a:"‘"ﬁeu Lhefeto
for perssusnl travel and per cdiem types of exp ¥or
?Cnmaﬁﬁnu change of estation alliowances, hows 2l=.
ternate point on dry land must bo sclected s the perma-
pent duty ctation for delerminingz entitiement o expenses
incurred in moving descudents snd Louschold poods, pure

Y

chase vf & residence, cud personsl femporary guarters
5

subsistence zilowance. As u0 eriteria have besn estab-
she ‘recard to this matter in e.;s:in’ civilian
: a5 ; i *i\t. using th
iog T the KL allowsnces
nuel he solicy thst the
G« , Floride) iz ihe
gla e of detormining
fov ed PCE sllicuances.
red EUDOTLTY GUATTETS
id Gr in the vicimity
thereoi, e is not sud his personsl
tEaporsry quariers yonses were éisslloved,”
Vith regavd to the eriteriz used in detemmining entitlenﬁnts
vader 2 JL\ CE23iwha, it should {lvet be noted thet Volume I of

he Jolut ations, “Hashers of the Uniformed Services,”
y to civilism employees; and its provisions
preting or censtruing the “*ovisions Gi

E=.-
e noated that Voluwe 2 of ithe Jolint
s . o~ - -
N A

to further imzlement the
7} for civilianm omployaes of
Gy st i [ and m*y not
change any of »xa basic provisiocas ¢ o avel
Reguletiong, ‘There are meo provisicns I
Legulations, IZl41 131-7, aars. 2-5, wvhi ¢ns en the
location of the waployee 10 6Fder to be eligi :
diqcuasiﬂﬁ the reiatisuship betuweon TQRL & estate
expenses, we stated in B-177336, Havch

"So far es concerns the temporary quartsrs cllowance
the repulations in regsvd thereto ore vl concerned
with tha locztlion v sere the enployee will sclect his
permsnent quarters,”
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Therefore, since the Federal Travel Regulations do not restrict
the employee to a particular location in order to be eligible for TQSE,
we have no objection to payment of Mr. Maraia's cleim for TQSE, if
otherwlise proper,

e now consider the claim for real estate expenses, totaling
$3495.74. In Decamber 1974 the employee purchased a permanent residence
in Longwood, Florids, approximately 130 miles from Jackesonville, which
ic ghown ou his travel ovders =2 his new official duty station. In
explsining the digzllowance of real estpote expenses, the disbursing
officer steted that reimbursement was not authorized because it was
doubtful that the expense incurred would meet the eligibility require-
ments of 2 JIR C8350,

The pertinent regulation with respect to the payment of resl estate
expenses in Mr. Marvaiz's case would be FPMR 101-7, para. 2-4i, which
pertains to remote duty stations, and provides im part as rollc“ss

"% w ¥ However, where the official station or post of
duty is in e remote zrea where dequate femily housing
is pot available within reassonable daily cownvting
distauce, residence ;ncl"'; the dwellinz where the
family of the cuployee resides or will reside, but only
£f such residence reasanaDLy reldates to the officiel
staticn es determincd by an eppropriate administrative
official."

Similer provisions are found at 2 JTR C8350-1.6,

Since Lt appears that most of, if not all of, Mr. Haraia's duty
is performed on the hopper dredge, a mobile duty stetion, along the
vast renges of coast lins where rc*uldrly scheduled dredging is per-
formed, we congider his duty station as being in a remote ares where
adeguate femily housing is not available.

te now turn to the specific real estate expenses cleimed by
Mr. Mareie., Ve note thot the cumployee has cleimed the following
expensess recording fee, title insurance, survey, credit reports,

mortgage title insurance, state revenue stamps, state toxes, mortgage

tax, photographs, closing fee, and rent. All of the above-cnumerated
exwenscs are normelly allowedble expenses under the provisions of

PtR 101~7, peras. 2~0.2c and d and 2 JTR C8352, if customarily pai
by the purchaser, except the claim for vemt, However, the contract
for sale and purchase between br. liarale and Perme~Bilt homcs provides
in section 7 of the printed portion as followst
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"7, EXPENSES3 State surtax and documentary stamps which

are required to be affixed to the instrument of conveyance,
{ntangible personal property taxes and the cost of recording
the purchase mouney mortgage shall be paid by the seller.
Documentary stamps to be affixed to the nste or notes secured
by the purchase money mortgage and the cost of recording the
deed shall be paid by the buyer. Costs, if any, or prepara-
tion of closing documents end closing fee shall be borne
equally by the seller and buyer." :

Paragraph W of the Standards for Real Estate Trensactions section
of the contract providest

"Typewritten or handwritten provisions inserted in this
ferm shall control z2ll printed provisions in conflict
herewith,"

Section ¢ of the contract under "Epecial Clauses" contains the
following typcd and handuritten statements:

YA, Seller to pay discount.

B, Eubject to Veteran qual
aununt of $205,50G.00 @
tanden financing.

C. Seller to pey all locn end clos

D insuyrance in ilicuw of abstract Lo be provided

by Geller, ,

E. DBuyer to pay prepeid items en gic cost of credit
report‘

F. 1In the eveut Buyer fafils to quallify, all earmest
money deposits except costs of credit report will
be promptly refunded,”

Thus it appears thot the only real estate expenses to which
Mr. Maraia would be entitled are the 545,05 for a credit repore,
$50 for e survey, snd $14 for recording the deed, or a totzl of $109.65.

With regard to the employee's clainm for travel expenses from
Browmsville, Texas, to Altawonte Springs, Floridas, following an ille-
ness, we are unaware of sny regulations which provide for reimbursement
of travel expenscs under the circumstances., Accordingly, the claim
for such trevel expenses is demied.

The voucher is returned herewith end may be certified for payment
in accordance with this decision. ‘

I R.F. KELLER
“Dsputy '

it Comptroller General
of thie United States
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