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DIGE_S Sefgﬁmt’s claim for reimbursement of telephtme installa-

tion charges fncurrsd due to involimtary move from
Covernment-provided quarters for purpose of removation
réquired by Government does not contain elemeuts of legal
1iability or equity as would warrant reporting to Congress
under Meritorious Clainms Act of 1928,

: This action is in refeérsuce to a letter dated March 5, 1975,

with enclosures, from SFC » ?asting
that our Office review his claim for telephone installation/gcharges
under the so-called Meritorious Claims Act, 31 U,5.C. § 2367(1970),

_ The facts giving rise to the claim are briefly indicated in the
record as follows:

"SFC was involuntarily moved from government

provided quartexs at to 30«3
in order to accommodate scheduled renovation

of government quarters required by the govermment. Upon
completion of the removation, SFC will again be
required to move back into his quarters st
Road. As a direct vesult of the shove méntloned moves
S¥C has suffered wonetary loss in the amount of
$60,00 for the installation of telephone services at the
quarters mentloned, An enclosed statement by Major Jack 8.
Hart bears evidence to the fact that SFC 1s required
to have & te‘l/ay}mne in his quarters.”

Section 679<£ title 31, United States Code {1970), provides
—in parts:

YExcept as otherwlse provided by law, no money
appropriated by any Act ghall be expended for tele-
phone service installed in any private residence or
private spartment * % %,
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jew of this prohibition our Gffice has not allowed payrent from
ropriated funds of any part of the expense of furnishing tsle-
hone sexvice to Government 'personnel in their private rasid.aces,
¢y ¢85 35 Comp, Geu. 28} 30 (1955)

Algo, vhere an Alr Force sergeant incurred telephons relocas-
tion charges in copnection with sn ordered move from quartsxs solely
for the purpose of vacatinmg quarters to sllow their rencovation, we
14 that he was not entitlad to reimbursement for such expense in

m.u'y 3, 1975,

The so-called Meritorious Claims Act (approwed April lo, 1928,
334, 45 Stat. 413, 31 U.5.C. § 23!5*(.19733 provides thst when a
sim against the Unitad States is flled in this Qffice that msy not
lewfully adjusted by use of an sppropriation therstofore made,

t which clsim in the judgment of the Comptrellar Geacral comtains
—such eiexents of legal lisbility or equity as to be deserving of the
ssideration of the Congress, it shall be submitted to the Congress
with his recoomendations. SFC requagts that his clsim be sub-
sitted to the Congresa pursuant te thar provisiom:.

The remady provided by the Merftorious Claims Act is an extra-
ordinary ooe and its use is limited to extraordimary clrcumstences.
The casas reported for the considevation of the Congress have in-
volved equitable circumstances of &n ususual natuve which are unlikely
to constitute a recurring problem, since (o repert to the Congress a
rticular case when similay equities ex{st or are likely te sxise
respect to other clalmsnts would constitute preferential treat-
rent over others in similar circumstances.

Baged on the information subeitted, it Iz not considered that
e member's claim has clements of equity of an unusual natuyre which
are uniikely to recur. Accordingly, it is mot believed that it would
be sppropriate foxr this Cffice to mubmit 2 recommendation to the
Congress for relief of SiC . Gther then a vequest foy private
relief legislation, we are umawsre of any other tecodyse that would
be availeble to the member, except, of course, the filiag 6f & courxt
suit,

& F . KELLER

Coxpbrol ey 'CAnced]
of the United Btates’

ev of the ; prohibition contained in 31 U.8.C. ¥ ¢79N(1970). 5.131327'






