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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 

OP1ICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL. 

~r. Philip G. Read, tiirector 
f~?i:'icral Procurement hequlations 
,,.,,.~ .... r""l :·urr:iy '·',t·::.rv1· (''"' · J. \,:·t.i.'(; 0 t) ~.1-::'-1.._ .,;) .~- ..;.._ 

General Services Administration 
\~ashinqton. D.C. 20406 

Dear Phil: 

INREPL.Y 
REFER TO: 

JAN 2 4 1978 

This is in reply to your letter of November 13, 1977, 
concerning your Government~wide study of s~all purch~se nro
c~dures. 

GAO has the followinq qeneral comments in resr.:'.'cnse to 
yo1Jr auestions. 
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We aqree that substitutinq longer terw arrangeme~ts for 
s~all, recetitive purchases is desirable. GAO has success
fully implemented such a policy by settinq up a.nmrnl "blanket 
aqreementsn through the use of open purchase orders or reauire
~ents contract~. 

GAO has no au to1nated or comnuter i zed <.nocedures or syste<t12 
use-:) in connection with small purchases. l:'Je would, therefore, 
sunoort the establish~ent of an interaqency registry to serve 
as a focal point of information on automated or co~outeriz~d 
:Jrocuri::;r1ent data svsteT:.1s. Such a re·:::iistrv wo__uld b·::: -:::.ui te 
useful as 9 means of identifying whi~h aq;ncies might be able 
to Did us in this regard should the need arise. 

We have not develooed uniaue small ourchase 
1uic'ielines, F.tnd instruction~; for use within GAO. 
ien0r~lly the small purchase procedure guidelines 
in the Federal Procurement Eegulations (FPR). 

Drocedures. 
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GAO recommends periodic review at the procuring office 
level of recurring small purchases for the purpose of estab
lishing term contracts where feasible. This is a current GAO 
procedure, which we have found to be quite effective. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul G. Do;.~".:::lj_,,,,. 

Pal.ll G. Demblinq 
General Counsel 
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