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This is in reply to vour letter of Lovember 13, 1477,
concerning your Government-wide study of small wurchasze ovro-
cadures.,

) GAO has the following general commentg in response to

your auestions.

We agree that substituting longer terw arrangements for
small, rewetitive purchases is desirable, B0 hag success-
Lully implemented such a policy by setting up annual “bhlankst
reguirs-

( sgreements” through the use of oren ovurchase orders or
rents contracts,

2

GAC has no automated or comouterized »rocedures or svetens

used in connection with swmall purchases. ﬁe<would, therefore,

sunnort the establishwent of an interagency registry to serve

ae 2 focal point of information on automated or computerizasd

L srocurement data svsatems. Such a2 ragistry wenld bz suite
ugeful as a means of identifying which agencies miaght be

to 2id ug in this regard should the need arise.
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We have aot develoned unigue small vurchase orocedurcu,
b nuvidelines, and instructiong for use within GAZ, OAS follows
nenarslly the small nurchase wrocedure guidelines contained
ir the Fedaral Procursment Fagulations (FPR).
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GAO recommends periodic review at the procuring office -
level of recurring small purchases for the purpose of estab-
1ishing term contracts where feasible. This i3 a current GAC
procedure, which we have found to be quite effective.

Sincerely yours,

Paul G. Deisline

Paul G, Dembling
General Counsel

Enclosure




