
DECISION · 
THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL 
DF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 

FILE: 1>-1$2446 DATE: AUG 2 0 1975 

MATTER OF: aeilliburaeWi8at for exceat cost$ while livin..J, 

OIGEST: 

off pc>itt - src • u.s. AnrJ 

Meuiber ~ccoapanied by bi• depe~dents 
attended cours~ of instructiou at 5uit1aad~ 
Maryland, fQr spp-eo:d.\ll4.tely S months dl.tr;lns 
which ti'® Cove.rnmant quarters we.re unavail­
able ~uid separs.te rations w.-.re s.utnorised. 
WI recdvQd b.aeic Allowance for quarters 
Md b•sic allo~unc111 for aubsisteute. MG"tn­
bn·ta elai11 lot reiinbursement. of the sub .. 
s tau.ti.al addition.al cos ts he in~utl'ed wb1ile 
living of£ post uwst b~ tLaaied since there. 
is no pxovi•ion of law authori2in~ reimburae­
l'Mllt in addition to the allowance.a already 
received. 

Thia actioQ ia in ~eaponse to« letter' fro~ Sa~aeant first 
-==-~-claaa , U.S. A.rut/. , dated Sep temb~r 11, 

~--~=".==~_;-"-::_c---~c- 1974. wh•r.ain he teq_ufUJ~a reconsideration of our trans-portatiou 
CC=::-'.~===~•;----::_._ and ClaiJ».11 Ui¥ieion settl•u.eP.t of Ja-ll\Mll'tJ 14 1 1974. wlli-0ll di&­
_ _._ __ -_--::__•ll.oved hu claim for additional aUowaxu:•e .as reir.i.burse11t~t for 
~'~.-~-~-=- $~,000 o.dditicmal costs iAcludin, mtAals ud lo4gins, fo:r the 

~period fro• Novfilzber 2, l972, t<> July 9, l973t ine\lr-red while lit:. 

'.c"C~;o~,-=:;~~"' ~:-- "1U aasigned to the i>'1f•Me Language tns titute, Suitland, 
s~~'- &rr 14l'ld. 

'Illii record sit()\ols that by Sp¢cial Ordwn No. 110, da.tQd. 
~=r-~--~_:_ Octohu 18, 1972, issued by Headquarters. Jobn P. ~lll'ledy Ce.uter 
g~~~- for Military Asabtante, J'.l'o:tt l>"rags, I.ilorth Carolina 2.$307, thtt 

3~=~~-iwllh~r was ori;hir~d to pt.o¢aed en. a p~rmane~t chaa.ge of station 
and 1usai~ed tc Stwiut ~p.any, Troop C\i®'land, Military autr1et 
ol Waabi~~on, Silver iiill Road, Suitlaad An'liex. Suitl.and~ 
Maryland 20023. to att.md ·a forJaign lmg\ia&e <i<>ui'S6 conducted 
by the Oafenau Lall&ua$;e Institute, beµnuin~ No'leillh'1r 2, l972s 

cand tHWi.ng Ju.iy 17, 1973~ 'A-:t lJnit Ordt'!t'S .ho. 11.S, dated Ciovem­
b•r 8, 1972. ias~ad ~y U.adquArtera, BtudQ"t C<>mpaay, Ireop 

~ Co111D1And. Military Oi&trlct Of. t:Jash;t.ngton~ Suitl.aod A'ilnO• ne was 
authorieed saparato rations effective ~OV6inh•r z. 1972, in 
accord with a verbal or4ar of the commandini officer on that 
date, aa quarters ver~ not avail.able, Altho~;h his f:.unily did 
not accOllpany the raerahar to Suitland, ~tyland, Sarueant 
waa paid a b•si~ allovanca for quartera at the with dependent 

~*~:: rate of $1E>l. 40 pe.r WJU.th and a basic a.ll.o~anet'l for .subsistence 
~t the rate for an onlisted IM.n authori~Gd to me&G se~arately. 
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·"Uy ae·tthuaent daotcd .January 14. 1974, o;>ur Ti-~rt•tion. and 
C,lailllB Ui.viaicn 4Uallow~ Sereu-n:t ¥J.1;1.i' s elaili). fot reirab-uxa~t 
to'f co•te ol 1aeel# .tud lodg.iq lihil• at.taudins tb.e :O.f~fl l.an1cuage 
l~•tituta baea~ it ~ppear.114 t~t 4c had been cornictly paid t~ 
.-ounts d\l• bUJ \tadtl' the l•'ill ~ a.ad th.at: th~n v~s no aut'hqrlty foT 
payin~ bb:t any •44i~l •lW\lllt. 

Addid®.U.y, it:t Ms lE!tter the t11e'Sbe't rC!lie~s w « 'rec.Ol!lmStida.­
,~--·-----·-- U.oa by ta. Fin.mt• Ctmtu, u. 5. Ansy 1 that ill new of tn4 £-.c:t 

that tha 1;1l(tlJlb.er'• ord~t• w~t~ ei~at as t~ trAVal of de~d•nts •~ 
----··---·-· -Gov•~t ·~~ fM!ilt aep•r«ticm sllov~~. ~YP~ l. be eillQW.ed .. 

1'1al illelllher <:Olttentle tb4.i .n. did not des1r4 to- li"h t>fi poi;t 
__ ,____ b•cataH of tllfil financial 'butd~ anci othe~ hardshipa it wuld ~uil, 

· but tllat. ul a.Uoru to obtain .quarter# oa poet 11r.o~ futile. h'$ 
r::.::::::~=c=:~::._· ••1• f \ll'thet th.at be VP Uttfft th~ ifp«&Si.® tht.t Cove~nt. 
~r------q~rta~s. azul meas would be pl'o'd~d. but. upon •niv•l at Suitland,_ 

Matyhl\d• ha ~ iiUo~!lMld th1t qurt•n ware Mt ttdlabhi • .and 
->--' --kenc•• :fo\likil it necll!se-.ry to nat -.n apall'U.llut.; b·uy f\irnitur•, .tn<l 

:::C=-c obuin hb ~li ol! bas1e at a. cost of $5 .ooo fot' tn4 g .... ,~th 
. ~. _ _: -p..riod. TM.• fiWH'laUl b\Jtd*n which U\1£:hid t- ~-e:r to obtd.11 

~~ -::=--••wrtl l().IJ).t io t'lle baa is of t.bis clu~ for ~4.di tiotml. allow~"L\(\G$ .. 

fa Heord witA $7 v.s .. c. i 4p4~l910), Vel~ lJ Joint 'l'Tavel. 
ll&id&dows • Pt1A$r.ai>h MllJ0...1UbJ'f¢Uute 228. f@ntaey 1, li-72 (nev 
containfld b. Ap.peadix J(of tllc t'flilul.a.ti~), pt'Qitid~ ~ f.ollOW$i 

'
1
• • • When. io.· ~t ia tr~fe.trao ~l" .U3ign&d u.nd3r 

p4lrii.itneut ¢~U1%ii•-of-statil'iQ i>l:de.ta to & •chQol Ot' 
iutalutiw u a •tu4ttfi.t to p:ursw a ~ots:tse {or 
ceurs••) of iiwtructi~. tbe ~wirulati"V~ dvtation ~f 
vbicb ia :o w•eks ct Wiet~ •t one l'!#CtttiM, f.:uith. 
11diool .,r instaluricm i• defined to ~ •:P4~nen.~ 
d\lty 9tatitJU. 1

' 

A.a k'l'iet~t vae assi~d fot -a C41.it:ae of iaatu.eti01t in 
•.xQe.tS of 20 wuu •t thtl lJef6ll~ l..•uiuaa ZU.titt:n.:*'t M- o:rdeu 

~~-:-· - for ciuty th•n 1lj\t'.t pN}HldY ~o:ruJi<leriw ·to diltect • p~~~t 

~~~. 

c:hans.c. of •tan~. G~mmdy, tlult iiiewbei u noi .w,titled to 
par 41~ •llottaneea provided f0r trav~alf/and te~QTAN du~y within 
cu Uoih4 Stat•• ia 1~J't i. CM.pc.t 4fof Volwo -1 of the J&iat 
tr..v•l bauhtiQCJa. 

ln ac.cord with 37 u. s*c .. J 427(•.J,.1970), D~p-artment <lf 
f>ehtH! MiU.taiy Pay and .Allw~• ~ntitll!.:Milt& Manqal. pats~r&ph 
3030.3,ypl'oYidea tna.t !aJJ1.ily Hp•-r•Uon allwaneo., ty~ l. is payabl!ll 
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to a member with dependents who h on pemanent duty outside the 
United State1, or in Alaska, whexe the tran.spo~tation of his 
dependents to th• area of hia permanellt duty station is not 
autbod&ed at Government expense, hb deptndenta do not live at 
or uear hie permanent duty 1tation, and Government quarters or 
hou1ing f acilitie1 are not available for assignment to him. 

Clearly, in view of the for•&oing, Ser&tant _ is not 
entitled to such allowane••~aluce, while at the l)efenae Lanaua.&e 
Institut• 11 he WH on petmanent duty within the United St•tes. 
Additionally, incicknt to hia order1 the mainber was 1ntitl•d to 
Covet12ille1l.t tran1pottatlon of his dependents to ~· Suitland, 

="""1==·-~· Maryland ar••· J · 

lt la reaTettabl• that S•raaant was unabl• to obtain 
GoveUIDent quarters while at the Def tttis• Language Sehool and 

--that b.a experienced 3ub1tantial houdng and subshtenc.e expenses 
_ ---.- _ · while livin& off.,pott. However, there 1s no provision of law ·3·C ··· wbicl> woul4 allow a wber in hh eirc-tanc•• mo<e than the 
2-. ---~.-.·_·~.·-. _·-~-.... -.•ppUcable rate of bade allowan¢• fox quarten, and basic : ~=~ :--::-":..:. allowance for· 1ub11stence, which he was pai,d. 

";~·· :~: In v1w of tba abovt, the disallowaueo of Sngaaut 
e:.;~=~~=: claim by Httlft!Mnt dated Januaxy 14, 19741 is sustainocl. 

\':,.~~=~; :;;;~-:;;-__ -_ -

R.F .• ~~~ 

I Deput41 • Comptroller General 
of tlw United States 
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