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DECISION · · OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20549 

DATE: MAR 2 9 1976 

MATTER OF: /ueute1la.nt ~ USNR, 

...... 
DIGEST: l. Member W.o had jeep tl:'ansported by $hip at 

Government ex:pens.e t!pQn his relea~e from 
aetive duty is not entitled to ~eimbursement 
fol:' ato~age of· tha jeep at poTt of debarkation 
not foi: tnile~e fot ddving jeep· front such 
poxt to bi~ home sinee, under 10 U.s.c. 2634 
(1970). only oceai'l t~~nspQrtation is authoriied 
at Government expense, not st0.raie or land 
tr a:n.sp<>1:'tation. 

2. Membtr wb.~ upon release.fr0tn active duty 
hacl hb household good$ $hipped to his heme 
in. llraJil inay be reimbursed cost of »hipping 
bnker1 s charge.a to hav.e goodt 'teleased hom 
dock and entered into hazil since JUelllber wa.s 
inatruct'd by Navy tran.spottation parsonnel 
to h~dle sueb enangGril.ents hima~lf and no 
C'Jo~ernm.ent tran.aportation of fieers were avail­
able at Bruilia·n po-rt. 

3. Upon bi.s re~ease froi;n ac.tiv'~ duty member 
had his household goods shipp~d to·his 
home i~ &r~il with instll'Uction.s that he be 
notified ~t t.w addreue.s of estimated time 
of arrival and name of vessel transporting 
good!.. Due .to administrat.ive e.nor by Gov­
e:mment and no fault of member, he did not 
reeeiY~ -notice of arrival of goods until 
s•Yeral days after they had ar~ived at dock 
and had be.en placed in storage f ot" p·eriod 
exceeding 90 days~ ln such cil:cumstance8 
mecnbet: may ba reimbur!!ed for up to 90 4ays' 
additional storage. 

Thia action is in ~e$pons~ to letter dataa .A.u&ust 10, 1974, 
from. Lieutenant . ~ tlSNR, , appealing out' 'trans-
portation and Claims Division. settlement dated July 12, 1974~ 
which partUdly d1s~llowed.h!s claim for 4eimbursement of chaYgea 
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he incurred incid~nt to the shipment of bis household goods and 
jeep upon his release from active duty in the United States Navy 
in October 1969 .. 

The record shows that the member ~as released from active 
duty on October 31, 1969, and traveled to Belen• Par~. Brazil, 
South America; which is in the vicinity of his home oi record, 
A/C Hotel Imperial, Carolina, Moranhao, Brazil. Incident to his 
~eleaae from active duty; 10,300 pounds of his household goods 
and his priv•tely owned j~ap were shipped at GovernmQtlt expense 
to Brad.l. The household goods wet'e ship~d on January 6, 1970, 
and the jeep on July 8, 1970, both on Gov~:rnment Bills of Lading 
consigned to the United St~tes Military Mission; United States 
:Emba.ssy, Beleint Brazil. The record shows th.at at the time the 
member aTranged fo-r the shipment o+ his household goods and 
jeep (September 1969)., he requested that notice of the name of 
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the vessel carrying his prope~ty ~µd its estimated time of arrival 
be sent to hitn i~ Belem, B~a~il, dud to his father-in-law in 
Louisiana. 

The member and his family t-raveled to Brazil where they 
established a home on a fann in a remote location about half~way 
between Belem (which is a seaport) and Carolina (the member's 
home of recovd). 

Apparently, the memb~r was not available to take delivery 
of the houaehold goods and jeep upon their arTival in Belen;, 
therefo~e; they were placed in storage. Tbe member was later 
required to P•Y storage and related charges to obtain_his property. 
He also incurred various eosts to transport them over 300 miles 
from Belem to his farm. 

8y letter dat~d NovenibeT 20, 1970, the membe~ filed a claim 
with the Navy seeking re!mburaement.for various travel and ttans­
port•tion related e~enae8 he incurred incident to his release 
frotn active duty •... By letter dated May io. 1971, the .portion of 
the mt:alber'a ~laitn related to. the t~anapo~tation of his household 
good• and je•p was tranS111itte:d by the Navy Regional Finance Center. 
Washington, P.C., to our Claims Division for settle~n.t. As 
tubmitted by the melli.ber, that portion of his claim consisted of 
the following items; 
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1. Stora&• a.o4 related c.het&•s iu ~ction with 
,.ttilt& the l•P r:e:lua•d 'by the ilhipptaa 
~.sir Ol'l Sept-"l' 22, 1970• $ 369.43 

2. Storqe·G.4 r•lated ®-~&•• i• con.oe.ctton with 
a•tti-a tJw llot.lftha14 aood• t•l•uecl b)' the 
tllipplq cempql.e• O.ll S•pt-0.~ 26• 19701 368.80 

3,, traaaport•U• of the- htn,11ehold 1004.J .n 
s.,t-'M'f 11, 1970• l30 adlu f-.,.om. hlem to 
..abeT'• hoauJt 85.29 

4. 11cpeuo of cb:iving the jeep on S•ptemher 24. 
1970, 330 al.lu fl'• Bala to mat'b.x•a hOme 
@ $0.06 pu Idles 19.80 

TOTAL $ $4~.37 
. t : 

TIM ........ tvbla1tt•4 -reci.eipts al1d stat-.nts iu IJlSPport of the 
vari014f. ...-.t• c.la!N4. 

Alter further CO"l'rts~c 'bttwteii. our Ti>anaportation $Jld 
Cl&U.. 'Divi•lon., ill• Navy aa.d tha menlHlr, on July 11, 19-74, Qur 
Truqo-rtatia cul Claw ttiv1•i• a-ut.hottzecl p•rt.ial paynltnt on 
the dda ta the MJOUnt of $257 .. 42. cOllSi•tb.g of whuf.qe of the ~·' 
J•.a, (~ 71) and, whariaa•1 wareouatna (bau411q 4114 90 «aye• 
•toraae>. w baling t-roai 1tor.ace to the ~r• • hOSH of the . 
l»ufflloU &Ori• ($172 .. 71). 11ie ·•tor.ate aad othU fet• dd Qb.arge~ · 
la ~Clll'IJ,ftt.icra wtt!l the jeep ver• cUuiloved •• puu~-rt,ied by ·· 
appUultl• rqul&Uona. Chara•• foY storage of the bouuhold 
&"4• t• uc.eu of 90 dAy.e wer• dinllowed becat1se ad4itional ttol'• 
*I• had not lut• uthorued. Various chaJrgH :fo't inspecti011, 
tedddcal MrYi~•• XHOX copi•• an4 office servic•• were dballowtd 
•1=- thq atPNr•4 to be ape~. t:•qid..r•d in eff ectlng entry of 
the bounlMld fGOd• into IT.azil ud it wu indieat~d r•ial>Qrseaent 
tor 9uch dt.ata•• waa uuauthodzed, Also .. a cbarae f"Or manual help 
11' loatiq U. ho1a.Mhql4 eoo4• il\to a truck waa 4isallCMtd bu:ause 
the _..1' ha4.uot .submitted a t"d.pt for tha char~e ove1!' the 
ha.u4wd.tta. •ipatu~e of the pet$0n pro'V'i4ing the service., 

111 hi.I ortaiul elalm and bis ~gu•t 10, 1974 lette-r the 
mmMl' •·tat•• th&• when he wa.s .ai:rangi1lg for the sh:lpmei:at of bis 
proptrty. the·Na.Yy peraoaa1ll in cbat;e of the shipment aaked that 
he asai1t in &•ttbg hi• goods tad vehicle from tha docb in .S.lero 
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to ltl.1 bGM. le a.aya thtt b.a aa;t'tM to fo .t\l. a114 akff tht.t 
aotift.qdoa ol tat •~ of thipafat. au4 "tU.td 4a.te of aniv1.1 
o.f ti. ~ l1l tel• ...... to -lb .. ai•don. pHt offi(.• box 
t.a k1- aall too td.1 f•tlut%-ta-law' • adctr••• tu Lotd.•i.lna to intui:e 
._, ha l'eq!.Yihl the not.iflcaUn. 1M fuztbr sbt.et tbat Mcb 
aotiflutlOll wu aewr l'eetivd at tbt t®i1i1Da a4dn•• •lldt it 
WU ~ ncei'Qfl •t Bel• uat!l •fte~ tM l004a ·ka4 bee oA the 
'"-kl I•• • ........ ef ~. 1.'he•• .Ut..-nts .re .ubatant!a1ly 
auppothd -,. off !cJ•1 hvy '9ewtt and cou.~ C01ltai111ell 
l• u. ncod.. 

The..-.~ at.aua tkA.t 1'POft t~ of Ute Url•al of b.tt 
...... ~ "" aid •f .. ahippJoa .... bt ..i-. .. lii1a$ 
pead.ttad to p ~ tM dock W~ MW !bad bi• jeep 
_. -.t. of ti. •tm• coatat~• hi• h®Mbr:tl4 aood• ~ttued 
luiu aa4 «llt•i.. a. "'I' M- th-1 •V-'1 ov•r • CliOlltb trying 
u tTHI the od.4iul bill• of lditl&t •U of vbieh ha ~- ~T 
a~l• to loc.at.. ~he v.1 flaa.11)' ~e .. :fld ·ia 1•tthg ~. . 
dJdiiJtia& C:OllPW•• to r•1uut1- •ood•• lie •t•t•a that UIU¢h 
•f th coafutiea •• due t.o the f.act th#t U. ~ w~-. shipped 
oa fou~ 41f f~at VUA1• wtllch Urlv.tii &\'. lel• 4t iift.-nut , •.. 

1'be ~ •lfo at&tu that ~ •1p1Mflts ·nn ueopt. f:rom 
•utau ~ ~•Je he lwl ~ed t.~ e.~t"f QA • ~=a04nt •i••· lloWoMl't u •tai.• ~t ti.a ~••• of U. Aippitlg hrc'lk~n· 
wbo ulp-4 hi.a pt hi• gooa <>ff tha dodl ~\16ed £'9rt. bandUaa 
~· .. 'J 

kn4 on ti. above, the ~ •~ka that W..• d.U.· be 
r.uvaiuaied. 

UnQr tlw fWtbo.l'J.ty of 10 v.s.e. 2434f (1970) •Gd pu~xaph MllOtz, f 
VolUIWa t, Joict fr•V•l Repht.lfts. (l .Jfl) (~ 193- .f'tf'bwary t. 
1969)• a;~ ~•lund ft$!J a~t.J.v.e 4-fy ht certaia cir~-1.tn~•u 
1• .w.Utlad to. b&V4. ~•tot veh!tle.. ~d by bis!·-abS.p~ at 
G.ovot'DIHl'lt ~·by ••~•l t-0.. his~.·. lkAre~# •r: C$Uthodt:y 
ta lf.Jdt.e4 t.o le"'l~•• pe.rto·m..4 by ..xeau t.a~dt:rt bs.c:.ident ·t.o 
t:r.-upoitar.l~ by va.tei "21.d ·~is -.~ toc.1(fft latti tr41a1Jport.aU.on. 
'" 1-liOJa,,ffe~twltJ' z. 1:975. in. thi.t.;'t-qar4 t .m 9.-u.. m1000..21'. 
(C11aot• 19·3, FelJN&Tf ·2, 1969) ~:.fl~~lly pt:ev.idfis t~t···es ¢'14t .. 1n1a · .. 
-' .. other t... .att dil"rpt'\niqdt•d to ef.f•t eiit;ty of a ffhlele 
Ulto • eoulit't)' ·aq not pol'• tf .sbi~t, ~ch COS~· llf.ll btt ~~ 'by 
ti.. ..-.r. Alao1 there ta uo ft~it.:t .fol' th• -~qt-•• 1)1 a yd ... 
vat.i.y owd lllOio't' -1.ti.tel.• at Gov~~ ~~· Sa a..l.7'95BO,.~ 
Jla'fda u., lt74t and 1 JU ,-.ra. Kl.1002•4. P' 
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Tbe:tefot•, the llM!Gk-r• s daim fot the ~l'Ohr' 11 •nice dlal'ges 
iod4et tf luav~ hb jeq 'teleaaed f-roa the dock• stox•a• cMr&es 
fo-r th• Jffft• .ncl land tr.aapottatlon of the jnp f'l'c.n klem to bia 
home uy not be allowe4~ Slm..e the ocean t-r&n.po'ttaUou of bi.$ 
j.., W&S effMted at Qoye-mment. ~· by UQ of a GoVUlDIJlt aill 
of Lalin&, ud alnce by the Jl)ly u, 1974 ••ttlement be waa allowed 
the vhuf_... ch.aqe for the J••P• he h not «ntitled to any furthe-r 
MllOWltt in c.oeuc.tion w.ltb tb tl:aupo'l'tatiotl of his J•«i'· AccoJ;d• 
f.Daly, th• diull.ovan.ee of that pqttie)Il of his Glaim. is Rttained. 

Concft'DJ.111 the various broker• s f us and ch~rgN the member 
wa• ~•qVire4 to pay t.o effect releaaa of ·hit household &C>Qda at 
,.1 .. (tranalaticnof doc\'UQU~•• t.ec:bnieal aerdo•, Xerox copies, 
office ••rviee, etc.) and the labor cha.~&e h,e c~1ias h• paid for 
loadina theJ~ruck, ~ursuant to 37 u.s.c, 406(b)\((1970), and 1 J'l'R 
pna. M8259'\/(ch. 2GO, Sept.eB!btr 1, 1969), the member was entitled 
to the trauaportation of his hous~ld goods, i'l'leluding p4cking, 
cratina, dray.age, tttinpoTal'f storai~ and unpacking. Since the reco~d 
shows that he waa direeted in advance by the Navy to arrange fot: 
the c:learenc• of his gooda at Dehm, Qld in view of la.ck of United 
State1 Goven:iment tnnsportation peYsoim.el •t Belem to t:Uke &uch 
arr.aii&ements for him; it appears that the shipping bToker's fees 
and cb.argu the member :tn.currecl in con.n~~tion with the tranaporta.· 
tion of his hourtehold a~ds a~e properly payable as ~eceasary 
traii.portatlon expenaes. CompaTe 28 Comp. Gen .. 172\jtl()48). .Alao, 
althouah the only documeutation the Clember bas produced ~o support 
the fee for manual l.tJor to lo-ad hi& goods on the truck at Belem 
is a halldw'ritten statement ou another r.eeipt, in view of all the 
circu=.atan.ce• of tbia ¢ate incl~ding the fact that such labor was 
p'tobably a necessity udt considering tha.:·small 8ll10unt of the fee 
(les1 th.an $9), the amountclaimed may be allowed. 

Concernina additional stQrage (l>eyoad 90 days) at Governmwt ,' 
expens• for the meinber's household goods at kl.em., temporary 1 

~toraae i• ~tboTised purauant to 37 u.s.c. 406(b)iunder· 1 J'rR 
pata. M8100\f(ch.·20lt Octob•~ 1, 1969) which provi4es that a 
member will be tntitled to tecnpo%ary storage at Government 
~eti•• for • period of 90 daya in eonne~tion with ~y autho~i~~d 
ahipcMnt of household goods-~ Whtn household goodJ .tl'-e not -reinoved 
f roin 1torqt before ex.pb:.atlon of the initial 90•day parlodt all 
•toraie chaTges -.eeruing after ·~~iration of the 90-day period 
will ~ bor:ue by tbe meml>er ual~$$ addition.al stora.ge 1$ authorized 
U'Od•r thi1 par-araph. Paragraph M81Q0...2f further p~ovidea that 
additional 1torqe of not more than 90 daya may be autllcrize.d in 

... ···~ ...... . ..• ~::.;:':-:. ~i·_, .. , .... t..,.... . • "'~.:·.;:: ... ..... ~ :· '-.'.:·:~~- . . .• • :·.:·.-.·.,-.:,:.: •. :·.·.'=·.· .. :'. · •. ·.,· .. ; .. ,:.· ... '··:·:·_,:.';··· •. 
• ... • • • ' ·" • .. • •,..i: -:. • ."' •• ,=·.:-,'.·.··,.· ·,:, •• • •• ·.·.'·' .•• :.:! . .:t.~.::.: ;...· . . :,:: ..... ·.~.· .. ~·:,>.·~ ..... < .. ~.-q!~.-;. ... .-: ... ·.·~·:,;···.-:::·-.~~;·:·: ... :;.: : ·.~\:tZ:.~\:;~\::t:~~'; · .. ' .· . ·-, " 
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advance or subsequently approved by the transp¢rtation office~ o~ 
such other off ic~r B$ the service cQ.Ileerned may designate when 
because of conditions "bey<>nd the control of the l'CJ.embe", 11 house~ 
hold goods in temporary storage at Government ~pense can.not be 
withd~awn during the first 90 days. 

lu this case, because of lack of communication abQut the 
anival dates of the shipment the member was unable to accept 
ot r«nove the goods upon deliv~ry. Once the member ~ecai~ed 
notifieation of the delivery of th~ goods he atr•nged fo-,: their 
xemoval in about 60 days, which is a reasonable time in view of 
the difficulty he apparently encountered in lo¢ating them and 
secu-ring the necessary documents to obtain thei1!' xelease. Thus, 
beca~se the member ditl not receive notice. of delivery as agreed 
and he ~~ed the goods within a reasonable time after notice 
of delivery, be coul'\ be reimbursed for up to an additio~al 90 days 
of storage if authorized in advance or if he obtained subsequent 
approval. 

While the reco~d fails to indicate that the member obtained 
advance autho~ization, for additional storage, it does include a 
copy of a letter dated December 15, 1910, fr0m Headquarters 
Military Ocean Terminal, Bay~nne, New Jersey, to the member 
explaining the reasons for the delay aud confusi<>? in shipping 
bis household goods. From that letter it appea~~ that the delays 
and confu~ion ~re not the fault of the tllEmber. Therefore, in 
view of the Deceruber 15, 1970 letter, and consid~ring the unusual 
citcumst~ces of this case, t"eimbursement is authorized for.not 
to exceed an additional 90 days' stoxnge of the membei-'s household 
goods. StorAge in ~ess of this additional 9-0 days is not 
authorbed and to that extent.~ the dlsallawall.Ce of the claim is 
sust3ined. Compare B-1446~6;\'l'Februaxy 261 1961. 

Additional ~eimbursemeut will be allowed to the membe~ 
ctitldstent with this de.cidon. 

IC p:· X:e11si' 

Q~Jaity Comptrolle~ General 
of the United Stat.ft· 
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