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COMPTROLULER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C, 2934)

L*63635§¢91

' B=179256 ' Octobar 18, 1973

Liautenant Coloael J, R, Lova
¥inance and Accounting Officer >
Through HQDA (DACAK-CSS~-ST)
Yorrestal Bul'ding .
- MWashington, D,C, 202314

Dear Colonel Love!

_ Yurther raference is made to your letter of May 15, 1973, reference
SCARFA-PY, forwuzded here Ly the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation
Allovance Comnittee (PDTATAL Control Wo. 73-36), requeating an advance
decision concerning the legality of payment of a travel claim submitted
by Mr, Edward P, licFadden. .

Hr, HcFadden's vouchsr, enclosed with your letter, presents a clain
in the amount of §$7,04 vepresenting reimbursement for performance of
travel by privately owned vehicla Letween Hellsburg, Vest Virginia, and
Oakdale, Pennsylvania, on June 20, 1972, The purpose of the tyavel wax
to obtain a Defenss Department Form 1482, MAC Tranasportation Authorization
(MIA) required to ba in the fraveler’a posscssion in oxder to obtain retumn
transportation to the Canal Zone after a period of home laave, 1t was
necesgaxy for Mr, McPadden to drive from Wellsburg (his point of home
leave) to Oakdale in order to obtain the necessary form from the nearest
military installation, Oakdale Army Base., The reason for this is ex-~
,plained in an administrative veport on Ciia claim; in pertinent parxt, as

¥ follows:

"2, The use and prepavation of the MIA s governed by
AR 59-21 (joinc). Parbagraph 3 of this dlrective provides
for iesuance of an MTA at the MAC APOE by the FPassenger
Liaison' Office (PLO) for thosa passengera reporting
wvithout: the completed form. MIMIS policy, however, ia
to discourage issuance of this document ut the terminal
since standard reporting timea are basad on MAC flight
cluse out times, To obtain an MTA at the tenvnal takes
additional processing tiue which would have to ba added
to the present two~hour reporting time, Since the )
majority of travelers arrive with the required MIA, it
is not eppropriate to penalize all passengers by inu-
crensing reporting timeas, e
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"3, It is recognized that the MTIXS Anstyxuctions for
obtaining MIAs could rosult in certain inconveniences
to the civilien veemployment leave traveler, This
Readquartery, therefore, recommended, 19 Apyil 1973,
that AR 59-¢1 be changed to require issuance ¢of round-
trip MTAn by tho appropriate offica at tha oversean .
location of the membex, ' VL
You have pubnitted the claim to this 0ffice for a decision becauss

2o provision in the Joint Travel Regulations (JIR), Voluma 2, opﬂcifically

autharizes the paynent sought,

Paxagraph C9010, JIR, Voluma 2, besed on subsection 9.1d of Office of
Hansgement and Budgut Circular No. A~7, Revised October 10, 1971, provides
for reimbursemarit of '"necessary miscellaneous expenses incurred by a trav-
eler in connection with the transaction of official businnss," In view of
the administrative policy diacouraging issuance cf MIA forms at the port
of embarkation and thua concomitant requirement that the forma be in the
traveler's possesaion at the time of embarkation it appoars that Mr, McPedden's
travel from his homa leava point to the nearest ndlitary installation to ‘
obtain the form was in the intereat of the Government, Tho administrative
report acknowledges that such travel 1s not fur the convenianco of the
tviveley and, in fact, that it may result in inconvenienca, st

Accordingly. ve belisve the travei performed way 4in the nature of . =
official duty ond the cont: to Mr, McPadden may be rainbursed as a
mdscellaneous expanae of travoel,

e

. With respect to the rate at which Mr, McFadden may be reimburaed for .
the use of his privately owmeg vahicle, unless facts not apparent frem
the file indicato otherwvise, At appears that the travel as psrformed \ias
advantageous to the Government as defined ‘in pavagraph C6151-1, JTR, Vol-
wat 2, Accordin;ly, our Office would have no objection to an edministratitwe
determination that the travel was advantageous to the Governnent and to a
milcage rate prescribed upon wuch basia, See paragraph €8200-2a, JIR,
Volume 2,

Wa note tha cledm presented e for a round trip distance of 64 niles
although the narrative statement on tha voucher refers to & 76-adle din-
tance, No explanation of the discrepancy is provided; however we note the
mileage shown in the Rand MeNally Standard Highway Mileags Guide appears
to agren with the claim as atatad at 64 nilas, Accordingly reimbursemant

o

. ahould be allowad .on that basis, Section 4,1b, MB Circular No. A-7, <oty T
supi‘a. v ) : . . SV,
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The vouchar, wvhich iy returned herewith, may ba paid in sccordance
with the foragoing.
‘ Sinceroly ‘fours,
BF'IEIJJEI‘ . ’3-9
: [Doputy Couptrolley General :
. of the United Statea ]
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