COMPTRGULER GENERAL. OF THE UNITED STATES
WABHINGTON, D.C. 20848

lov’lnr 14, 1973
. Yol (O

. Mr. George J, Albrecht
P.0. Box 455
Sperta, Wisconsin 54656

Daarxr Mr, Albrecht:

We refer further co your letter of June 4, 1973, vherein you request
review of the action in Certificate of Settlewent dated September 6, 1972,
issued by our Transportation and Claims Divisior, disallowing your claim
for reimbursemeut for cost of two airline tickets and in part for texi
fare claimed incident to your permaneant change of station during 1970
as an employsa of the Department of the Army.

With respsct to your use of commercial airline for tvansportation
between Bangkok, Thailand, and Tokyo, Jspan, you state:

( "Iravel reservations wero arranged by the Central
Civilian Parsonnel Office, Bangkok, and I wvau notifiad
by telephons that my wifz and I were bookad on flight

- WOTGY, 9 June 1970. I was not provided with either
travel orders or a transportation request, since wmy
“dnty station at Udorn RTAYB was approximately 350 miies

up~country. .

"I picked up travel orders Irom the Bangkok Civilian
Parsonnel 0ffice the day of tha fligiht and was inform+d that
'y travel request was at the airport held by the passea~ger
sarvice representative a% the booking desk,

"“The passenger service representative booking fliyht .
WOT6Y would not iasua a boarding pass since my travel /
request wvas not included smong the reservations baing N
beld. He ssked ma to step out of the line ard suggested
that I consult the tri-urviu ATCO represantative on

‘nt’. 7|

"By the time the ATCO representative deternined that
& travel request should hava been 1i3sued and the bocking
. veserved, the flight manilest was r:losed ani my veservations
..~ forfeited, The NCOIC of passenger booking told me hs could
. wot revpen the manifest since the flight was cowmpletely
t £illed due to the lu'gc nunber nf stand-by passangers,
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*The earliest possible ruzervatinns mext available
wexe on the samas £light WOT67 on 12 Juna 1970, Becaasa
thic 1is a 1late evening flight, I was mot ascured that It
would allow sufficient tinmea to connect with flight D284
from Yokota to Travia AFB,

"Oon the basis of ths sbove fnformation, I secured
tourist accoomodations on the next svailably commercial
flight and requeat reimbursement.'

. Travel Ordar A-1%4, imsued May 21, 1970, authivized your “ravel from
Bangkok, Thailand—duty station Udorn Airfield—to Cemp McCoy, Wiscouein.
A delay en route of 5 days in Japan was authorized., Use of zomm:rcfal
transportation vas linited to travel within the United States with tuwl.
authorization othexvise limited to Covernmen: transpoxtatiom.

The dcnial of your claim for reimburasment of comsarcisl air fare
from Bangkok to Tokyo was based in part on the provisions of paragraph
C6000 of the Joint Travel Regulations (JTR), Voluma 2, an\ Section 3.3
of the Standardired Covermment Traval Regulaticns, 7%The reyulations pro-
vide that vhen a parsop, for his own convenience, travels by an indirect:
route or interrupts travsl by a direct route, the extra expanse shall Le
borne by him, Reinburaemert for sxpenses shall bes based only on such
chargea as would hava incucred by a usuzlly tri yeled routs. ‘The ad-
ninistrative report on your claim {ndicates tha: direct flights from
Bangkok to Iravis Ailr Force Basa, California, ware available at tha time
you parformed travel. 7The xegord also indicates that you departed Yokotla
Air Force Basa on Juna 15, .970. It thus would appear that acceptonca of
the resaxvation on Juns 12, 1970, would bave resulted in shortening your
isave in Japan tut would have. permitted you to procesd to Travis by the
flight you later used. Additionally, the administrative office indicated
that in view ¢of your antitlerent to frea Covermment transportation from
Bangkok to Travis and you ounly utilized such transportation from Japan
to Travis, reinbursement 6{ tha difference, at tha actusl ocost tc tha
Covexrmment at the time travel .was parformad would ba raivbursed uvpon
your claim, :

You enclosed a copy of paragraph C9004.3, JIR, Voluma 2., That
vegulation was numbered C5003,3 at tho time of your travel and read as
follows?
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C e "y, WHEN *'wmon'uxm REQUESTS ARE AVATILABLE BUT
%' JOT_USED AND TRANSPORTATION COST3 EXCEED $15, Whemn
.. Txsmsportation raquests are uvailoble but due to
- conditiova beyomd the control of tiw traveler they
.. ware pot utilized, relwbursement of the actual zost
of suthorized travel and accommodatiome is authorised. ’
. In all other cases, wvhem transportatiin requests are -
' svailsbdle but not used and tha coat ¢of commercial
. transportation purchased by the travelsr excseds $15,
;. Teimbursensnt may be allowed not to excend tha cost
. " te the Govermuent for suthorised transportatiom and

accommodations had a transportation request bLean
““o

Although your situwition s wot withiz the tarms of that vegulation, the

siministrative allowamce of your claim sppoars consistert therewitk in

that you weze allowed reimbursement of tha aclual cost to the Government
( of travel by the moda authorissd. On the racord before us we fi1d no

' suthority by vhich you may e reimbursed !or tha commarcisl air fave froa
Bangkok to Japap,

- Your claim for ¥28 taxi fare from Travis Air Forca Nasae to San Leandro,
California, was allowsd in the smount of $6 for the reasons set forth in
the Certificate of Settlemont of Septembar 6, 1972, Your request for raview
of tha ssttlsment indicates acceptance of thot part of tha settlement,

.+, In view of the abova va must sustaiv the disallovencs of your clain,

Sinceraly yourn,
Paul G, Dembling

Lo ) ' Tor the Comptrollsr mrll
— _ of thn Unl.tod States
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