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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF ‘THE UNITED STATES

WASHIRGTON, D.C. 20148 0 )f‘ !Q/

D~178251
7 June 13, 1973 l

Ht’. “Qt@ld F' ‘mittiﬂﬂtﬂn
14300 Hyer Terrveca
Rouckville, Maryland 20853

Dear Mr, WWhittingtou:

We refer to your letter of Muveh 16, 1973, by which you regueat
reconsideration of the nthle*snt datod April 7, 1972, of the Cleluu
DPivision of this Office vhich dipalileved youq[élaiﬂ for additionnl per
dicn incidapt to- you.ﬂtouporarg duty travelifren Vnshington, b,C,, to
Vientidna, Lsos, end rcturn dering the perled July 29 to Hoverbey 2,
1969, as en cuployec of the Agency for Internstional Pevilopnent (hlu).

Your questicns vith regord to the per dien paid you by AID for that
trevel, which paynent wan sffiresd in the cited Clainm nentleuvnt in-
volve the propey vate of par dienm to be slleved for tyavel vithin the
continental Unlted Htutes prior to £inal dopaxture from and after rotuwm
to the point of axit oy ¢ntry vithin the Undted Gtates sad the proper
mathed for ceonputinyg par dien whicn the trzveler crosses tie internaotional
dateline, Ve undurstand that you do wot new avestion the deductionr for
the per dien oripfnally claimed which were Lored on the dateridnation
that you used en c.ceca gnount of tina in triveling to and from youy

temporary duty poiut,

HWith respeet ko poy dicn adjustments reguired vwhen n traveleyr
cropnea the internqtionsl) doveline section 6,0 of the Standardizod
Governuent Lrovel jle yulations (S8UFR), DBurecu of the Budpat (now Office
of lanacerent, and Duapet) Circular No, A-7, Revisad, lMavch 1, 1965,
vhich was in force at the tiwe your travel wos porfarmed provided:

6,6 Intormational dateline,~~In computing par dlcu in
cases unove the traveler croesea the international dateline
(ove hundred eund cigheieth naridicn), actual alepsed time
will be usad rather than calendar days,

That provision as contained An a previous revision of Circular
No, A-7 was subject to our decision 39 Corp. Cen. 853 (190G0) in which
it was hald that the clapued ¢ina requirercnt was to bo vead in con-
Junction with the provislony of the SGIR perteining to the computation
of por dien payments., Provisions sinilar to those considered In tha
1900 decis:ifon whict woure in the ropulatfons in force at the vime your
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travel wvas performed vere contained in section 6,9a (as amended by
Transnittal Memorandum Wo, 7, April 7, 1967), and in scction 6,11 of
the 1965 revision, 7Those repulations wers in pertinent part as followst

£
6,9 Tiwa of Neparture end Arrival, a, The date and hour of
departure fron and prrival at the ofiicial station, or other
‘placo at which offigie) kravel bepins or ends, and points at
which tenporary duty 1s porformcd will be ahown on the txavel
vouchoer when such arvival or departure affecta the per diew
in licu of subsistence allowance or other travel axpenses,
Other points vieited jhowld aleo be phown but the tine of
arrival and departure nced not bLe entered, The hours of de-
parture and avrival will he those of the standazd time then
current)y in «ffect at each such place, (See section 3(a)
of the Uniforn Tima Act of 1966 and 15 U,S,C, 262 as smended
by section 4(L) of that ‘Act.)

* % * R ]

6,11 Day deafinad,--In couputing the per diem in liou of
subciatence for continuwoue travel of wore than 24 hours, tha
calendar day (afdnight to nddufght) vill be the unit, and for
froctional pauvto of a day at the comwv.auenent oy ending of

puch continupur tyavel, ceustituting a travel period, one-fourth
of the rate for a calendar day will he allowed for cach poried
of 6 hours or fraction thiernof, Vhen ¢hange in per diam rate

is mode during n duy, the rote of pev dien in effcet at the
beginning of the quarter 4n uhich the ¢iange occurs whall
continue to the end of such uarter,

In view of all the applicable’ provisiors of the controlling regulation
it vas concluded in 39 Coup, Gen. U53 (copy herawith) that an adjustuent
of a full calendar day should be made when travel involved croceing of
the international dateline oo that por diem would be pafd on the hasis of
the calendar day and quarter day at the placn vhere truvel vas heing per-
forned, The method prescribed in that decision for computing per dicem
in cases involving croesing of the intornational dateline is considered
the proferred method to be dsed unifornly in computing per diem for
tonporary duty travel sych as yours, Thus, your conputation of per diem
which was based on clepsed time from departure to return without regard
to tha calondar day at any plazce en rceute or at tha place of temporary
duty was not in accordance uith~nuch preierceed nethod,
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Vith respect to per diam allowable for travel from the point of
origin to the poinl of exit from the United States when overscas travel
is involved it wac held in 39 Comp, Gen, 723 (1960) that the rate of
per dien applicable in the continental United States continues through
the quarter day bepinning iumediately prior to the actual hour of de-
parture from the point of exit from the continental United ftptes and
that the continental United States rate comunces at the beginning of
the quortay day f{tuindiately followinp the actual hour of arrival at the
point of ontry in the continental Uniknd States, That rule is applicable
evan vhen the poirt of exit or arrival {o an intenmadiate step of an
airplane en voute hetveen pointe inside and outside the continental
United Statas, Ve pofnt out that by definition in the SGIR "continental
United Gtates" docs not dnelude Alaska,

Accordingly on the day you laft Washington you should have been paild
per diew for onn-quarter (day at the §10 rate and for onechalf day at the
§C rate rather thon nt the $6 fate for the three-qusrters of a day you
were in travel stotus on that day, An adjuctoent in your favor for that
doy in the emount of §$2,50 ($7 leecs $4.50) is requived, Repardivpe per
dica for your peturn tvavel froa Tohyo to Veshinpton you were proporly
padd at the $1C8 rate appllcable in Tolyo for three-guurtars of e day on
the ealendar day of duparcvre (Novenler 2, 1969) nince you departed
durinn the third quarter of that dey (local timay, lowever you nrrived
at the terninn) rorving Washinpgion, D.C,, during the sane quarter day
g0 you sheuld nut have benn allowed en sdilikional guartex day at the
$6 rate or §1,590, liowever the adjustrent foy crooning the internntional
dateline wav not made in accordence with 39 Comp, Gen, 853, Under that
decinion the rdjrgtment ghonld have been computed wo fellova:

Departure at 3 p.m,, fourth quarter of that day-at §6 §1,50
Arrival et novt of entry In U,S. 6135 a.m,, first two
quarters of that day at $6 3,00
Arrival at terminal fn Vashington, D.C., 4:50 p.m,, |
third querter of thet day at §16 N0
§8.50

8ince an adjustment of one day at the $6 rate was wade for crossing
the intcrnational datelinp, your allowance for that adjuctment waa $2,50
lease than it should have been ($8.50 lens $6).

L
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. Ae indicated above the allowance of your per diem clain was less
than that properly allowable in the asount of $2,50 for outpeing travel,
The nllovance for return travel wam §1 less than you should hiave been
alloved ($2,50 less $1,50),

For the vcasers stated you are entitled to an additions)l payment
of $3,50 incidant to the travel in question, Wa have instructed the
Tranaportation and Clelns Division of this Offfcec to issue you &
settlemant ln that asount,

Sincerely yours,

PAUL G, DIMBLING

Fo¥ tha Coaptroller General
of the Unitsd Statces





