
is Pt~h~{) COMPTROLLEFIR QERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTOH, DP. *0548

s-3br?9a6 - April 19, 1973 t •

'The Itonoruble Ear L,. Buts
Secretary of Agriculture

Dear )s, Seorotary:

R3ferqneo is vwAe to a lotter dated January 29, 1973,
from thle Director, Office of Plint and Operations, rgquasi;- p1tL
ing a decision vhether relief way be granted to provi
additional coznpensation of 4)f,779,58 to Iliebler Dales, Inc,4a010V 9

for an (trror in bid afleged after eward of contract
324)-100afl~h467( 52 ).

The invitation :"or bide uTon icoh the contract in
based invited offers to perform construtfsion and alterotion q2.
vforlc at the 1l,S, Grain lbarketins Peseawrli Center, ManhattaniIL-.
lanasa The bid sohedulq provided for three basic bid items
plus a conbination bid. fliehler submitted vn offer only on
Basic Did Item 3, Job 7'.116t in the amount of 422,485,75.
The work for Job #n1U6 was set forth on sheoto 4, 59, 6, and
10 of the contract drawings, The other offers received for
Blauio Bid LUP~ 3 wore $29,566, Ii,bOQ and $44,300., The
Covernmrnt ei*:inato v;an Q;02003, Sfuce no combination bid
was lenas thn the total of the individual bacio bid prices
and the BlehWor bid vas lov on Basic Bid Item 3, it woo
awarded a oonteat for that, item, Cubsonuently, Diehler
advived the co..tracting otficer that it hid made a mistaki
in itso bid by n.)t bidding on the wrork in Job t!n6 set forth
in cheetc 4 and 10 of the contract drawings.

1lhore a a~a in bid is alleged after award of a contract,
our Office itifl grant relief only if the mistake was mutual or
the contracting ofticor vni on actual or constructive notice oi'
the error prior to award. 48 Comp., Gen. 672 (1959); 37 id.
685 (1958); 17 .:. 575 (1938). A

The responsibility for the preparation of the bid subumitted
in responso to the invitation was upon the bidder, While it in
trie that sheet 4 of the drawinga, itnich covers a phase of
Job /116, was not listed in the index of dravingc for Job fJl116,
flichler utateo that it did not rely on, or even coa, thcs index.
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