
COMPTROLLERl GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. Z04u

B-177671 lay 14, 1973

Xr. Thomas tit Hurphy 9
Chisf, Claims Jlrnchi
Financs and Przgrra Accounting Diviaion
7ood and Uutrition Setvice
United States Department of Agriculture

Dea Kr, Hurphy;

aforence is made to your lotter of April 18, 1973 wi':h enclosure.,
requesting review of dec4.aoxn J-177671, Mtarch 13, 1973, disallowing the
reclaim of llr, Robert B. Pock, an euployea of your agaecy. 'ile reclaim
represents mileage and nxponse. incurred by Hr, Pack in relocating hsU
nobilc hom incident to a canceled trnsfer of station whtch had been
adwiniatrativaly disallowed.

The facts anti reasons for our deterranation ara otstod in our deci-
sion and will not be repeated in detail hare. The record indicates that
purnuant to a proposed transfer of station from St. Paul, Uinnesota, to
)Mrquetts, Michigan, which was to be ffQctive April 5, 1971, 15r. Peck
perforrd a house hunting trip end gave his landlord 30 days notice that
he would be vdcAting hin moibile home rental Bp6CQ, On April 2, 1971,
Mr. Pcck wa Informod that his transfer wan canceled, Siace lr. Pack'ua
mobile hone space had already bean reuted to anothcir person, hou ran
required to nuWva his mobl~e homo. Mr. Peck submitted a travel voucher
for $l,194.25. Your agency paid items totaling $689,06 and disallowed
tha difference ef $505.19. 'Che disallowuance of cOS.1t9 connits of au
Stem of 016.64 itprcoentingj mnleage and items totaling $408.55 incident
to the relocation of the inobila home, liv. Peck'o reclaim vouchor for
$505.19 was submitted to our Office for Q cdterminatlon as to uhicther it
could b~e certitled for payzznt. After a careful axniation of all Sscrs
laid and the governing regulations in Office of linSemont and Budget
Circular No. A-5L, revised June 26, 1969, it was held in the docisica of
March 13, 1973, that 11r. Peck hadl been paid the corroct anount unri I
thoreforo, his eclaim of the disallovad items could not be certified for%
paymnt. 

t.

Mr. Peck bas tekan exception to our decisico., laowver, ha ham not i
subrtttcd any new facts or stated any reasonsa for his belief that our
decision is incorrect, 1is request for reoitw is appareutly baised on

<~e1 4rcc ftv ; ('Cay aa'4'd cat6 i C41 aeeve e, 

BEST DOCUMENT AVAll ARI r.



-9 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -

B$477671

the fact that he was required to pay curtain expfnses to comply with his
proposed transfer and, therefore, should be reimburaed for such expensea.

Sections 5724 and 3724a of title 5, United State. Code, authorize
the payment of travel, transportation, and relocation allowances to
employees transferred in the interest of t1h Government under such regula-
titnns a the President may prescribe. Office of fHanagerent and buwbct
Circular No. A-56 was promulgated to implement ths above statutes in
accordance with authority delegated by the President to the Director,
Office of Hlanagement and Budget, by Executive Order 11230, June 28, 1965,
as amendad by Executive Order 11290, July 21, 1966. Such regulattons are,
therafore, statutory in nature and may not be waive.d

It has been hold that when the transfer of an employee has bean
cAncolod, the expeieav incurred by him my be allowed to the extant that
they would have been allowable had the transfer boen conouzted. Since
the house hunting trip here had been pqrforned prior to the cancellation
of the transfer and the move of the mobile home was made as a result of
Mr. Peak's compllance with the proposed transfar, Ite va oantitled to
roitburncment under the provisions of Circular No. A-56.

A review of th3 file indicate, that Mr. Pack's claia was for con-
sidaration under the provinions of section 2i 3, and 9 of Circular
No. A-56 and that it was properly paid. In tids connection it is to be
noted thnt expenses of relocating a mobile home are limited to the
transportation expenues providad for in section 9 of the Circular and
certain miscellaneous exponses provided for ir, section 3 of the Circular.

Tio disallowed items (except tho mtileagsi item of $16.64) in connec-
tion with the move of the mobile home represent mdicellaneous expensoe.
We note that section 3.3b of Circular No. A-56 provAdes that when mis-
cellanroun expenses are itemized the allowanci thierefor shall not exceed
the equivalent of 2 wreeka' basic pay or the maximum rate of GS-13, which-
ever in 1us. In the inntant case Mr. Pock twas paid 4385, thu maximum
amount allowable. Therefore, even if the additional amounts clciatuad by
Hr. Peck could be included in tue miscollaneots expensec allowance, his
allowanc, could not be increased iuasmuch as he has boen paid the maxinum
allowable.
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>r.wiew of the above our decision is hereby afflred.

Sincerely- yourat

Paul C, Dembling

jo-i..to optroller General
of the United States

. .~~~~~~.
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