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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0,~I 

Mr. James R. Hartley 
Chief• Field Finance Office 
Hational Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Ac!ministration 
VepQrtment of C-Ommorca 
144 First Avenua South 
st. Fetcrsburg1 Florida 33701 

~r Hr. Hartley:· 

" 

"' 

February 1, 1973 

Ji • . 

Further reference is made to you'r letter dn.ted lfovember 9, 1972, 
with enclosures. requesting an advnnce <lecis1.on as to \lheth3r it is 
proper to certify a voq~i'.er suhn:itted by , tm eraployee 
of the lls.Honal Harine. fisheries Service (NHFS) • in the amount of 
$1,8ltl.92 to raimburse him for expenses incurred in the sale of his 

·residence and for te::pornry storage of hi? furniture in connection with 
biS pending transfer of official atatiqn fE'Oill· rascagoulA, 1'.assiasippi, 
to Tiburon, ~lifornia. · 

It appears that in anticipation of his· transfer to Tibur0n,. 
Eold his residence in Ocean S~rings, Hississipp1. on March 101 

1971, and placed his furniture in temporal:}' storage. In regard to thin 
claim, you P.~atc that ve.S· notified on Februery 17, 1971, of 
his pending traMfcr to Tiburon and that based on this info~tion he 
proceeded to mA.kc preparations to ~10vu. 1bc record indicates by a request 
for eniployment infor~tion dated April 28. 1971, fro:n the North'!Jett 
AdministratiV£ Sen'icG Office (NASO),. Seattle, Washington. that . 
had been selected for the position at Tibl1ron and that his transfer was 
desired as soon os possible. 

On Hav 18, 1971, the Acting Director of NA.SO·issued the travel order 
for 1 .trn,"\sfer and advised him of· this fact by telephone. How· 
ever, .. later that same clay the Acting Director of. !IASO "18.S inform<!d that 
tho Director of NHFS hnd decided. not to transfer and the 
travel order "~s withdrawn from the n!ailt"OO!D. · Subsequently~ 
~ transferred to l?antUUa ~i'ty, tlorida; effective AUgust 171 1971 •. 

,.: 

Although has been reimbursed for the expense$ associeted 
With his transfer t:o.Pana..118·city. you qu~stion whether the enclosed 
voucher .for. reimbUrsement of cipcnses incurred b-.:1 in tho sale 
of his rcsidi'..:nce ancl temporary storage of his furniture incident to llis 
trcnsfer tQ Tiburon which 1.:'as canceled mtl"J .be. properly certified for 
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pnyment. In this regard section 4.ld 6£ Office of Management and 
Budget Circular No. A-56, requires that the. dwell:i,,ng for which reim~ 
bursement is claimed be the employe~'s residence at ..:he time he was 
first definitely informed of hie transfer to a new official station. 
Since had sold his residence prior to the time that he was 
notified of the transfer to Panama City, he may not be reimbursed on 
the basis of this transfer, See B-174051, December 81. 1971. 

However. where a transfer has been canceled and certain expenses 
would have been reimbursable had the transfer been completed, we have 
held that real estate expenses incurred by an employee.,. orior to the 
cancellation of his transfer may be reimbursed. B-1745J5, December 21, 
1971; copy enclosed •. In the present.case .sold his residence 
after ha had been notifie.d of hi~ .pending trans£ er to Tiburon .and pr.ior 
to the time this transfer was canceled, Accordingly, we see no reason 
why may not be reimbursed for the expenses incurred by him 
in the sale of his residence incident to his transfer to Tiburon to the 
extent authorized by section 4 of Circular No. A-56. B-174505, supra. 
Similarly, the expenses incurred by for temporary storage of 
his furniture incident to his transfer to Tiburon may be reimbursed to 
the extent otherwise allowable under the applicable regulations. 

In· connection with the real estate exl'enses, we note that the claim 
by is comprised of $1200 !or sales COI!lillission, $558.13 listed 
on the closing stst:ement as "closing cost on loan" 1 'and $50 for attorney 
fees. In his·_application for reimbu.rsement : claimed the latter 
two amounts as legal and related -costs under section 4,2c of Circular 
No. A-56, However, section 4.2c sets out specific requirelllents and 
items allowable for reimbursement. Accordingly, certification of the 
items of $50 and $558,]3 should be withheld until they are further 
itemized, defined and determined to be allowable under the provisions 
of section 4, 

The voucher is retumed herewith.for h.d.11dling in accordance with 
the foregoing. 

Sincerely yours. 

··"· 
. Piu1 G. Dem'&I!Dt 

·.Acting· · · · 
. Coroptrol 1.er General 
·of the United States 
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