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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OP' THE; UNifED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C.. 2.0548 

Reference is made to letter dated October 25t 1972i w:tth enclo
sures, hem the General Cou.nseli r$1.uesting a deciaion as to the. act·:_i:):l 
to be ta.ken concerning an error allegff by the Turner c·~ to have 
been ma.Cle in 1 ta bid upon Which contr.aet N~. GS-c6s·7007 was l>ued. 

The Procurement Division; Ftederal Supply semee, General Services 
AdJnlnietntion (GSA.), Kansas City, Mi.1aourl., by invitation 1"or ·bids 
No. 6P.R4J'-o408l-cx-F requeste4. bids. for ~hing 132 1iquid t'Uel fire 
pots. The Turtmr c~ submitted: the onl3 b.i.4 ili· the 81tl0llnt ot $28 .. 44 
per unit.. 1'ne. bid ot the .company was oo~ on Much 25,. 1972. 

It is reportell that on J'Wi•, 19, l972, !urner'tl repnsentative tele-
pb011ed the contractins t>ftieeT all.eging that ~ eoilpafty ·ha.d made· a mis
take 1n its bid on ~ ti~ pot• and stated that he· 'WU fi.rst awaN or 
the Distak• at the time .another GSA contracting ott!.e-e~ called biln and 
q:ue•t1oned the oompany' s. bid. -of $4_3.,83 for the same. i tea. 

In a. letter dated June 21, 1972, Turner ·stated that it had erro
neously based its bi! '.'£)rice on turniabing :1 ta .00.el. rr-2·0 gualine fire 
pot rather than Ml f\rtuishing the ~ fi:re pat required by the apec
ificaticu and that the ~ tire pot ¢0Mi-st8 of tive components, 
the total coat ot which is $43.83.. '&. lJUl'>POn ot its al.legation of error, 
the coarpany Qtbm.tted its printed prl.c.e liit which abo\M the eoa:t cf ea.eh 
ot 1me ti ve ~enta nee4ed. tor the eas-.bl)" of the required firtt pot. 
!l\mler al.So aubmitte.4 COJi•• ot tW& in'Voi~•a which it had. sot to GSA for 
tire pots aim:ller to tho.ff ~Uind by the mlbjeet aolici t&t'ion... !he 
1.nYoicea show' 'Unit pi-ices ot $40 and $42.05.,. respectively. 

On the beais. o'f the record it appttara t~t Turne%" mad& • mistake in 
its bid.. However, in requesting ·e.~ction ot th• id.Rab, ~r does 
not seek to have ti. bid ~~ ao a• to have meluded the.l"ein a pre
viously' caleulated it.em 'il'lrl.cb w.as iMdvenently Cl!litted f'raa the a11tt0unt 
of the original. 'bid., Batbe, !u:rner prope.MS to f\lrnish a ditte:rent mod.e1 
tire pot tban the one it bas•d it• bid upon and. w inares.se the bid by· en 
amount npreaenting the ditter.ena. in pri.¢e b•tween the two mod·els. 

In 17 Camp .. Gen. 575,5TI (1938)~ it WU •t&:ted: 

tt * * * !he basic rule ia, ot· course i that bida may not be 
cb.anged a.tter they a-re opened, and tbe exception permitting 
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a bid to be eorrected upon su:tfieient hcts establialling that 
a bidder actually ~-4 to bid u amount other than set 
doWn on tM- bid tom, Whtrt the· contraoti?Jg officer 18 on. 
notice of the error prior to acceptance~ does l1M extend to 
permittiDS a bidder to :reoaileulate end chal2ge hh bid to 
include ~ Wbidt be· .d.id ~~ .. ~• i1'. millt\ JthG. his. bid. 
~ .. ~. or u to Wbieh he bu ti.ace ~ hie mind. 
fo perm.t this would l9'9d.uee to & .Oaks~ t-he iiroeeaure o'f 
competitive bi4dins requind 'by lav in. the letting at public 
e:an.tr.act1 .. * * *" 
The torep!Jlg ia eq,uall.y applieab.l.e 1-te" '!~. all• conection of 

the Ti:aur bid WO\lld be.1 U. etteet, permitting it. to recaleulate and. 
change ·the. bid to ineJ.w!e :t~~ it 4i~ ~have in mind liben it tub• 
mi tte4 the b14. See· B·l. 74620, f'F(:JbrtJ&1'1' ~ t 1912 • 

Ia view· ot the tongoiug, t.\D4. aiMe no Bl.! wry bas been .a, 
contra.et Jfo. GS-o6s-7007 'ltli?J' be cacelle4 Without ll@ilitr to ~. 

ibe Boa.orable ~ F. S~on 
Aetiq .Achtdn1•U&t.or, Gtnenl 

s.m.ua Adrtdm.u&ticn. 
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o.t the United Stat.a 
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