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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20538

JAN 2 875
B-177330 .

Dear Mr, Sampson:

Reference 1z msde to letter dated Gebeber 25, 1972, with enclo-
sures, from the General Counsel, rveguesting a decision ms to the action
to be taken concerning an error &lleged by the Turney Company te havs
been made in its bid upon which contrack No. G85-063-700T was based,

The Procurement Divislon,; Federal Sypply Service, General Services
Administration (GSA), Kenmsas City, Missouri, by invitation for bids
No. EPR«W-0L4081-CE~F requested bids for furnishing 132 liquid fuel fire
pots. The Turner Coumpany submitted the oply bid in the amount of $28.44
per unit. The bid of the company wes wccepted on Maxch 23, 1972.

I% is reported that on Jwe 19, 1972, Turner's representative tele-
phoned the confracting offfcer wlleging that the company had made a mis-
take in its bid on the fire pots and stated that he wes first sware of
the misbake st the time anpther GSA contrecbting officer c¢alled him and
questioned the compeny's bid of $43.83 for the same 1tenm.

In & letter dated June 21, 1972, Torner stated that it had erro-
necusly based itz bid price on furnishing its model T-20 gaseline fire
pot rather than on furnishing the yropane fire pot required by the spec-
ifications and that the regquired fire pot consists of five components,
the total cost of which is $43.83, Iz support of its sllegation of error,
the company sybmitted its printed price 1igh which shows the cost of each
of the five cemponents needed for the assanbly of the reguived fire pot.
Twmer alse submitted copies of twe invoices which 1t hsd sent to GSA for
fire pots similer to those required by the mbjest scliesitation. The
involces show wnit prices of $40 and $42,05, respectively,

On the basis of the record it sppesrs that Turnexr nade & mistake In
ita bid. Howewver, in requesting correction of the mighaks, Turner does
not sesk to have the pid porrected go as 1o have included therein a pre-
viously caleulated itenm which wen Inadvertently cmitted from the amowmt
of the original bid, Rather, Turner proposses Lo furnish & different model
fire pot than the one it based 1tz vid wpon and to incresse the bid by en
ammmt vepresenting the differsnce in price between the two models,

In 17 Comp. Gen. 575;»‘/577 {1938), it was stated:

"% % % The basic rule ia, of course, that bids may not be
changed afier they ere opened, and the exception permitting
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s bid to be correctead upon sufficlent Tacts establishing thet
s bidder actuslly intended to bid sn amount other than set
down on the bid form, where the contracting officer is on
notice of the error prior to scceptance, does not extend to
permitiing & bidder to recaleulsts end change hiz bid to
inelude factors which he d44 not have in mimd vhen his bid
was submitted, or as Yo which he hes since changed his mind.
To permit this would reduce to & mockery the prosedure of
competitive bidding required by lsw In the letting of public
contrects. #* ¥ ¥’

The foregoing is equally applieable here, To allow correctiom of
the Turner bid would be, in effect, permitting it to recaleulate and
change the bid to include factors it did not have in mind vhen it sub.
mitted the bid, See B-1Th620,YFebruary 2, 1972,

In view of the feregoing, and since no delivery has bLeen made,
contract No. GI-065-TO07 may be camcelled without lisbility to Tuxner.

RF.KELLER
‘heputy Cempbrolley Genersl
' of ths United States

T™he Honorable Arthur ¥, Ssmpson
Acting Adminigtrator, Cwseral
Services Administration




