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. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE: UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0S~8 

B-177323 

Ms. Rose H. Sperling 
Authorized Certifying Officer 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service 

Pear Ms. Sperling: 

February 2, 1973 

Further reference is made to your letter of November 28, 1972, with 
enclosures, requesting an advance decision as to whether a voucher in 
favor of Hr, _ for reimbursement of re.al estate expenses 
incurred in the sale of his residence at his old official duty station 
lll8.}' be certif:led for payment. 

Your letter enclosures indicate the employee was authorized a change 
of official station from Richmond, Virginia, to Baltimore, Harylancl, 
under travel authorization No. 0·71-35 dated July 29, 1970, for travel 
to begin on or about August 15, 1970, Hr. reported for duty at 
the new duty ·station on September 22, 1970, however he wn.s unable to find 
a purchaser for his dwellirig at the old official duty station during the 
follouing year although he contracted for the services of several realtors 
for that purpose. Eventually, on October 25, 1971, he entered into a 
lease agreement with a lessee which included a.n option to purchase on or 
before July 10, 1972, however, the lessee did not exercise the purchase 
option. Finally the employee found a purchaser and a sales contract was 
signed on August 2, 1972, and settlement occurred on September 11, 1972, 
almost two years af '=et' he reported to the nc=.w duty station. Apparently 
Mr. sellir;e difficulty arose from a fopressed real estate 
market in the Richraond area resulting from un\,lsual social and economic 
conditions. 

Mr. is now requesting reimbursement for the expenses incurred 
for the Septerober 11, 1972 settler.ient on the basis that he should be 
granted an extension of thG one-year limit placed on housing settlements 
by section 4.le of Office of Hanagement and B1Jrlget (Ol·IB) Circular No. A-56. 
revised June 26, 1969. 

Section 4. le of OMB Circular No. A-56 states: 

11e. The settlement dates for the saic and purchase 
or lease termination transact:i.ons for l·:h:i.ch reimburse· 
ment is requested are cot later than one (initial) year 
after the date on Hhich the employee rerorted for duty 
at the new official station, except that (].) ll.n appro
pr:l.ato extension of ti::aa may be authorized or approved 
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by the head of the agency or his designee when settlement 
is necessarily delayed because of litf.gation or (2) nn 
additional period of time not in excess of one yenr may 
be authorized or approved by the head of the agency or his 
der.ignee when he determines that circumstnnces justifying 
the exception exist which precluded settlement within the 
initial one-year period of the sale/purchase contracts or 
lease termination arrangement entered into in good faith 
by the employee \:lithin the initial one-year" period. The 
circumstances i~bich arc. determined by the bend of the 
agency or his ciesignee to justif--y the exception under (2) 
above shall be set forth in writing. 11 

Although wa appreciate the bnrdship with which Hr. has been 
confronted, the language "sale/purchase contracts * * * entered into in 
good fa.ith by the er:iployt;e within the :i.nitfol one 4 yea1- period" app_earing 
in the above regulations refers <mly to contracts between buyers and 
_Gel lers of rcs:ldencea and not to contracts with rMl tors to find buyers 
for residences. See B-177082~ December 14, 1972, and B-172160, July 7, 
1971• copies enclosed. 

Inasmuch as a contruct with a buyer WUG not entered into within tha 
initial one year time-frame prescribt;:d by OHP. Circular Ho. A-56, nn 
extension of tir;ie ctmnot ba grnntcd. In the. decision B-175791, July 24, 
1972, 52 Comp. Gen. _, cited in your submission• a contract had baen 
entered into withii.:. the initial one-year per:i.od. 

In view of the foregoing, the. voucher, w.~th accompanying papers, 
is returned hcrewi th and may not be certified for payment on the basis 
of the present reco~d. 

Sincerely you1·s • 

7\cnncf Comptroller General 
of the United States 
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