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COMPTRQ.l:~ER GENERAL OF' THE UNITED STATES 
·~·. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~0548 

JAN J,3 197~ 

. . .J.. 

Dlu"Mr.~.t 

..,__. 11 -. • a i.ttw 4'te4 hi••:r 28, ·1972. vital 
aol.OIW• ~ tb1J··&mtnl. C.-H11 CJenaal. s.moes A~~ 
~ <•> ... ~ • ~ •·tha:r ~ 084S~789 -·-· .Mtw•• . ._ .hdlftl. ~ s.m,ce (ISS) U4 tbe: ~ ot Rt.tioal 
Affain. bcor;pnat.t <•>•., -- .. ., .. to ~ tba contJ'aQt 
pr~ t. a ~ ~dpts,oQ to YJA. X... tu .._nt;•· 
r.a....:a. 8toek lo-. 37.el.U. tma $214 to ~" chte to a adata'ke in 
'014 'imlcJa ,... 113--' ~ ti» ...-4 ot tJt.e ~. 

tu crartrac1; va8 ~ to a.u • ~ procmm ant 
tor 128 11-9 ot In booD amt 1q1&1 ft.fenace ""1cU «Wnin8 

(,. i 

• ·....s. i. tUca17fftt.t' i.m. It.\~ to tM d0l.ic1tat1on • 
~ ~ Oll tbe list.eel 1-.. aJtd aulm.ttea • ccwer letter dated 
Dte ... 21, 197111 iltatiilc· tbat 1118 eurftll\ ;prl.f.'tll8 ,... tM ...... 
tM ~ J1llU' .-xeeft . ._. additional wt~; IT _,... ad4e4.. A 
~ .. ~to .. OJI*' lj, l972;o tor"- 128· itf:luf ottued 
at tba pd_. 1Ute4 a *' ~· 

., ~ta aw ,._ a •. 1972 .• ma notitW ra that " ~ 
.-Jta.1-1 ~ W ·b9c1 ..ae in qoottag the -- at $2~ :tor a 
w1-.'J' ~ptlon = u.S .. l1*1M·!A'x lfQlp!ftt~ a aotiM ta.t 
tllll Jill!'01lOl'l •a --.. l.nta •tate« ttm.t -.. W1'¥U\ p:ica be!aa 
otftnd 1Hd'* tM ..... M tbe ~ ,..n• pd.wait at ~ t1M a 
w.,..ar -..n.pUon. tio v.s. ~ !ax -.., nem coat ;$292. 
~ ... , M.1ft fos'· thh: itela ... ~ w be $30,000. 

%1; 1• ~ *R tbl· .:J.lcl~ to 14d• - NII~ 
~ .... 2300 itw et bQots - P*bll•U-.1 .U41:~ ti. 128 
t.tw ....... '° -.,, .. flat.~ .• - ~ ... ft"f'S.ne4 for 
~ ... •Ul-• of~.~~ of .... ..,.·~ .. 

. aMl.tioml it.I QI~ •. tlle·:Ud-1.. ..... ill-·· 1Uted 
Jl"J.a. ttr .u. ttea in~ .. • ~bl' na otticd•l• 
anW lil ~ lt to tbdi" at.t4US.-. :at.t.r 'UM ~. It u al.lo 
~ ~ U. na olftot&l.t wn. &'Wlift ot ..a. B eo'fW latter •W1• .. qtaOMI pr.toe•. to the ,pdc# pen' pr1-.. Xu ddiUCa, 
....... l4YlHI. *" - '. Pl'lcef ~ tiM otblar ltiilll CGQf'oJ'M wltb 

666 

=·:· .··. 



B-lTTl.59 

it• ccmercial. price list, ae does the price which theq now :requeat. 
Therefore, yaar Genen.l Courtael urges th.at the contract be reformed 
aa Z"equeated on the basia tbat the contraatin6 ottiaar ahould have 
cietected·the Id.take before the avard vaiS ~. 

At a geneta+ rule, a goverment. contractor 'Who <liacovers atter 
an award. that he aa4e a miatake in his prlce muat bear the conae­
quencea unJ.en the mistake- ws autual or.~ contracting officer 
~~detected the aiat&ke prior· to the 9.WU'd. 45 Camp. aen. 
100t'f706 (1966). In the preaent case tht".cOntrlM'tin& otticer :reports 
that the BNA otter" was :reviewed ft# :r~leneaa ot price. · 

We &'l'e. a4Viae4 in this. connect~ :that the eont?'&Cting officer 
cc.p&rec1 the pric~ quoted by :DNA tor each item ap.inst the prior year a• 
price tor the item in or&ttr .to determiile its reaaOnablenesa. We are 
flu'th• &dviaed that 'While the contr&Qthlg officer atatea he wu p:ri• 
11&1'1l7 literaried :ln detecting prioea. on itfne which were higher th$n 
tho .. paid ~ the itcs 1n the prior yesz1 he feels· that he also 
aboUl.4 ha.ve noted the fact that the price on the 11'\Jbji!Ct item waa lower 
than l.&at ;ya:r' • price and that this wad contrary. to the statement mside 
b1 l1HA in the CO\l'et' lettv :with it·s Qtter. We agree. It ia our opinion 
that the ~ing officer ahoU.ld have been aware of the po1aibility 
of a mistake Gil the its in q\Joeation an4;requeated verification of the 
price t.l!'Clll :the ottf#Qr. :rm i .. 2.406-1.r Since thia requireHnt was 
not met, the oontract price for the item should be OJITected tram $242 
to $292, as requested. . . 

The Hcoorable Arthur l. &mpaon 
Acting A,daini atr•tor, Geileral 

Servtcea Adnd niatration 

Sincerely ·yours-, 

· Cmptroller GeneeJ. 
Fol' the of the United· states · 
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