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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
" WASHINGTON, D.C. 20348

JAN 23 973
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T TAfrtairs, Incorporated (BHA), msy be umendsd to incresse the contract
price for & coe-year subseription to V.8, Income Tax Hepapessnt,
Polural Stack Bo. 37-2111, frow 5242 to. §292, due 10 & pisteke in
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Isw books and legal veference ssrvices covering

. yeay 197%. Ta responding to the solicitetion HMA
quoted prioss on the listed itess axd sabaittsd s cover Istter datad
Deconber 22, 1971, stating that ite current prices wers the sams as
the previooe yesr excvept whare addiitomml volosms were added. A
coutyact v axardsd to 59 om May 15, 1972, for the 128 itens offered
at the prices listed In the propossl.
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grephical aryor bhad besn sade in goobing the prics at $2U2 for a
onowysay mdbscription to U.H. Income Tax Hamgement, ZERA noted timt
the proposslta cowir lebter stuted that ths current prices being
offered ware tha sase as the previous years' prices, at vhich time a
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Estimated mxoxml zales for this ftem sxe reported io be 530,000,
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inciuded over 2300 Lteme of books sad publicatione, including the 128
it muarded to B, snd S3nd whils the BNR offer was reviswed for
mlcrm, conplation of wcessary fomx,

" additiom] ftems and m,m«nn«xmumww
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velating the quoted prices to the prior years® prices. In sddition,
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its commercial price list, as does the price which they now request,

Therefore, your General Courigel urges that the contract be reformed
a8 requested on the basis that the contracting ofﬁcm- should have

mm&theni-takebefaremmﬁum .

As & general rule, & govhrmmt,contraetor 'who discovers after
an avard that he made a mistake in his price sust bear the conse~
quences unless the misteke was mutusl or the contrseting offlcer

have detected the mistake prior to the award, U5 Comp, Gen,
(1966), In the present case the contracting officer reports
that the BNA orrer was reviewed for reasonsbleness of price,

We are sdvised in thlis comection that the contracting officer
cospared the price quoted by BRA for esch Item mgainst the prior years®
price for the item in order to determine its reascnsbleness. We ave
further advised that while the contracting officer states he was pri-
aarily interssted in deterting prices on ftems which were higher than
thoss pald for the iteas in the prior year, he feels that he also
should have noted the fact that the price on the subject item was lower
than last year's price end that this was contrary to the statement made
by BHA in the cover lebter with it offer., We agree, It is our opinion
that the comtracting offiecer should have been aware of the possibility
of & mistake on the item in guestion equagtad verification of the
price from the offeror. FRR 1-2.406-1, /3ince this reguirement was
not met, the contract price for the item should be orrected from $242

to ‘292’ a8 requegted,

Sincerealy yours,

Paul €. Dembling

| For the o the United Btates.

The Honorable Arthur F. &mpm
Acting Administrator, Genersl
Sarvices Adainlistration






