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r." COMPTROLLER GENERAL. OF THE UNITED STATES
) WASHINGTON, D.C. 20848
5
JAN 1
8-177138 § 913

Mr, Joseph A. Paglissotti

Autherised Cartifying Officer

United States Department of the Interior
Bureasy of Mines

Building 20, Denver Federal Center
Denver, Colerade 80225

Dear Mr. Pegliasotti:

Ve refer te your latter dated September 211, 1972, with encloayres,

which requests our decisfon on the applicebility of section 4,3dVef

Offige of Msnngement and Budget (OHB) Circular No. A-7, pevieed -
August 17, 1971, to m woucher submitted by Mr, , an R
smployse of the United States Depati:mmt of the Intemz, Buyeau of
Mines. )

The vacoxd indicatds that under Travel Authorization Ho, 15002152,
fssusd June 2, 1972, Hr. traveled from Norgon, Virginia, to
Hashington, D, €., for the purpose of attending the Departsental Honor
Avarde Convecation, The subject travel was to be performed during the Lo
period June 14-18, 1972, He traveled dy privately cwmed automobile for IR
his osm convenience, - L

The voucher subsitted by My, shows that he departed from R
Rortom, Virginila, by auto ot 8 a.m. oca June 14, Y972, and arrived in Yoo
Washington, D. €., at 5 p.m. the samé day, The vougher further iodi- i
cates that he returnad to Norton st 3 p.m. op June 16, 1972, having i
left Yashington, D, C., at § a.m, that day. It iz noted thet the eol-
loquium whieh Mr, Malesky atténded ended batweent 3:20 and 3:45 p.m, on
June 15, 1972,

In processing Mr. ) voucher, the vouther examiners recon-
strugted his travel as though he had made the trip to and from
Washington, D, C., via common aixy ¢arvier. By so doing it was deter-
winad that ke conld have departed Tri-Cities Alrport at 4:12 p.m. on
June 14 and srrived in Washington 6118 p.m. Adpordingly, there was
suspandsd from Mr. voucher & per diem allowsnee of 1/4 day
(representing the different daparture timae).
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Ia addition to the sbove it wis constryetively determined that
Mr. could have returnsd from Yashington on Juge 15, 1972, on
s flight whick departed 5:405 p.a. thavefrom. Pursuant to zweh déter-
mination there wss a2lso disallewed Mr, clain for 3/4 day
per diacs on June 15, 1972, the day he drove hack to Morton, Virginia,
Mr. Liag objected only to thise latter suspension,

It ie appavently vour poaitipn thet constructively schaduling »
M. Aeparture from Yashingtom, B, C,, at 5:05 on Jume 13, 1972,
was not unreasorable undsy the controllisg regulations.

Fith vegnrd theretn you have stated that——

"Our Judgement that the 5:05 p.m. depsrturs waz not
unraassopable was baevad on the actuxl departurs of the
widow of & decsased amployee who attended the same
Convocation. This lady left on o flight that depsrted
Waghisgton, . §. at 5360 p.s. on Junme 15, 1972.°

Conceyning the time of departure on Jyna 15, 1972, the regord indi-
cates that Mr. sentioned hiiz preferonce to wisit with sexe for-
wer exployaet rather than to rush Lo the alrpert which allepedly would

) w /" \.5
Sections 4,3¢V§ga 4,3373f oME Circular Fo. A-? 2§ianéardizad Gerparn~
mott Travel &ggulatianx) provide as Tollswm:

. "e. Per diem allewanve. The soustructive per diew
will ke the meount whilch would hawe besn sallowable Lf the
traveler bBad weed the carrisr upon whiclh the consgtructive
trensportation coxts ave deteyvanined,

“d. Use of sctusl and reszonable schadules. In
making the foragolug constructive cost cooparisias of
transportation, scheduled departurss and arrivals of
planen, trains, sud buaes st unreasonsble hours will be
disregarded. (For this purpose, Tbnrsasonadbls lLisurs'
weans thoss which would unduly inconvenience the Cravelex
oy adversely affect his zafety, oy whileh would result iIn
wnduly incrzasing the constructive per diam).”

Uader the circumstsnees tha adeinistrativs detarmination that
Mr, departyure from Washington, . €., could have been effecked
during the late afterncon-early-evening bours of June 15, 1972, does not
sppear unrassorable or srbitrary. Purther, ve fesl it censigtent with
the rule chat the travelsr sBhould exarcisze the sane care iz incurring
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expenses that a prudent pefhon would exercise Lf traveling on personal
businesa. OMB Cireular No. A~7, reviged August 17, 1971, seeétien 1,2,
S

Morsover, under sectiom kiadfbugra we do not feel that the con- N
struetive departure time of 3:05 p.m. preseats the problem of having 7
the employee travel at unreasonshle hours, Not only does it appear o
that had Mr.  departed, sm constructively shown on the 5:05 pam.
flight that he would have been home at 2 reasonable hour on June 15, 8
1972, but his reason for not having dene so séems to be based upon the o
desire to meet with former colleagues, The record 1s devoid of any T
indication that for Mr. . to have made tha 3:05 p.w. £l4ight that
he would have been "unduly incomvenienced.”

Accbrdingly, it is our view that the disallowance of per diem on
June 16, 1972, wsa preper.

The voucher, with accompeanying pspers, is veturned herewith,

Sincerely yours,

PAUL G. DEMBLING

:For the Comptroller General
of the Unitad States

Enclogura






