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JAN 18 1973 

l'urilMt1* ntc'tnCe ·1· _,,. to fOV· ~ ....... ot atpte ... 

1- ~- .1912. Md ~t ~·-·· ~ wptut t11e ...i ot • celntne.t ,... m ~'72+1'°"' (m -tsoi.). 
l---4 ltf tJll. Amt W~ CclnliJvt• »::M.1k ?aludt Dlinoi•. 

!Jae low ~~ 1IDlW Ill ... 1504,,.. pend.~ to eox·1ect a 
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llleet 7 of MD•a lfOrk.aheetaa Whicll contain• that bidder'• tinal 
caleulatioml, 1bov.1 the tollt;JWing: 

$ 6.50 
5 .. 00 
1.25 

12 .. 00 
1.00 
1 .. 55 

.1') 

.50 
1.,22 

19.71 

~ 

515 

ot courae, the correct total of this col.unnl 1• $32.77, not $22.rr. 
It was abo eate.bllshed by the ~ta that the aeeond item in th& 
above column 8hct1.ld have been $4 .• 95 rather than $;"00. !be oorrection 
ot these two errors wou14 result in a unit price ot $32.72. 

The contracting officer has turtJ.14U" 8t$ted: 

"(2) COntained on Sheet 6 is the entr,y 'Purchase 
#65Cl0025 12 .. 00. I ·SpecuJ.ativel.1' if 8\leh figttre eould 
originally baVe been $2.oo, &1.tered to $12.00 after 
MD'• bid waa queati~d, thereb)" negating the exist­
ence ot a different intended bid price sad pr.ecl.udUlg 
the requested eoi'l"eetion~ Theloef'ett 1 MD vu verball1' 
requested to turnish doe'mentation in support ot the 
$12..00 tigure. 9.1ch documentation, eona!.ating of a 
vendor•• quote dated 16/13/72,' reteren.cea et inquiry 
ot •6/9/72' and contains the he.n.dwrl;t;t&n ell't17 •eon. 
tindng. ' In view o'E ~ latter ref'e~ date, MD 
was requested ·by letter, dated 18 JU1¥ lliff2.1 to f'ur .. 
niab the ~ion ~ 1'hich its or1g1nal bid wu 
predicated. :By letter dated 24 JUly 1972, MD stated 
'that the quote we Wled was given to u1 'bjf' pl:t.orie prior 
to our quoting• and indicated that w.ritten ecmfiJMtion 
waa requested. &l1d received~ after MO'"s bid WM 
questioned. 

. .. ·· 

.. :.· .. 

... · ..... ··.:. 

. . .... 

~·. ~ . 

··" 



'• 

· "(3} Although the forego!~ doea w>t coiicluivel.1' 
negate the above reterenced alteration pc>adbili ty, it 
doe• expla1n the apparent eontlict of datea. Moreover, 
it ia not ~ tar • bidder to re]¥ on a verbal 
qu.ote tor bid preparation. ~re, the Qrl.ginal. 
vo:rk ahem cOncluaive~ eateli-11 tbe existence ot 
an error and• but tor the ~1Ubstant1$bl-e ~. 
a ditterent intended bid· prl:ce which 1fOUld not afteot 
the .relative standing or the bidder•." 

'1'be contracting officer therefore reeomended that MltB be per­
mitted to ea?":rect 1u bid to "wt prl.ee of $32.72. 'l'hi• reccm­
naend&Uon vu accepted bf the General Counsel. Arrtq Matmel camma~.,, 
ill Wm Armed Service• ~ Begul&tion (ABPR) 2-4o6.:3(b)(l)Y 
vesta the autborlty to malte ute?mirlationa regarding alleged mistakes 
ill 'bids. 

ASP.a 2.J.I06.3(a}(3){rovides tnt whel'e, u in this cue, th&re 
is clear cld eOnvine1ng ertdenee e.atabl1abi»g both the exiatenc• ot 
a mi&itlke Ind the: bid actua.U;r i~d, COttltC'tion ot the bid is 
authorised. Thia procedure bu ~:Aanctioned by oar Office ~-the 
Court ot Claims. 41 ~· Gen. J.&>il'(1961)J Chri• Ber~ltiilnc. v.~ted 
state•, 192 ct. Cl. 176 (1970). ~upon \iii ?Oreaa . , it ia our 
OPliiOft that MD'• bid vu p~lJ' c0~d in eecordance Y.l.th the 
oatabliahed p~. 

Aocord1~, ,.am- protest ia denied. 

Ve'rlf ~ J'OQ'.tJll • 

PAUL G. D.EMBLJNG 

~~r the Cmptl'Oller. GeDenl 
of the United State• 
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