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. COMPTROl..LER .GJ::NE~Al. Of'· THE UNITED ST ATES 

wAf.iH1riiGTON:.o.c. 2054)J 
.:;·. 

C~Uin D •. ·». S~:rtori• USAF.·. . ... 
Accounting ·and P'inmlce · otn~r. . :· . 
'l'h~gh nee~ti. Assistant :~~roll1h:,~::fot 
. Ac~untiiig·,8.D.d··Fi~ CAi-JACF'4.)·. ,·: · .. . 
Bucituart.•n~ United States.: Ur .vor~·.: .. . 

.. .. ' . . 
: '.· 

· Dear'·Captain s·artori: · • . . .~ . . ·. ' ... . . 

_:JAN ·2 4 1973 . 

: " . . ~ 

; ·· .. 

Your 1.ttar 'd!!:ted A.ugust s .. 19~2 •. 7'ith .-enclosur•s• refer@de ACF,· 
forwarded hen ·by ·let·ur:· dated Sep.tdbei:· s, -1912;: .. frOlll the. De.puty Assis
·~t· COllli>trollir for Ae-~Uuting an~ .. ·Firumee·, ".uttf.ted Statea Air Force, 
Wuhj.ngton, .n.· G·~; rec:u1•i•.sts an '.advan:ct ··d;_Cision as ·to thti .enti"tlement 
of Staff Sergeant· • to basic·. allowance 
for ·.q\Ull;tera. (BAQ) .on -~~~Unt .. of a .d&pe$.lent <~::-~-...----:- --- ----- -- -J 

) • · Y9w: request ~as iu;!ligned No"; D(f.AF.;.lJ,6.7 by, the Department 
of Pefense MUitary Pa.f .. .D.d All.wan~. C<?Jmrlttee-.. · · ·. 

·. : nie r8C91'd · indica'te~ : thtit _ . . j .: formerly . 
. , . · -:i{ ne:Hw of t;he. fhilippin~s. was 

·atbd:tted .to the .. "United·-states as a rlQU~imiligrant··.temporary ·visitor in 
· Ja.ti'Q.l.rY 1g1d./· She ol>t~iie.d ·a· divol!'~ from hai. ·husband, · · 

, on· March: 28~ 197o't in thlia' Firs.t C.ivil Cou'l:'t (>f the District 
of Bravos., . ChthUahtta, Mex:lCQ. ~e ·appeared peraons.1iy, ani:l s-ubiirl.tted 
a cartific.ate :·showing her residency:· .:!.Ji ·J.µarez i. Mexie.C;:i. Her· hUsband, 
a ·n111denc·:of ·tl:)e Philippines, appea%'ed· by eo~sel. .·Subsequently,. she 
arid:· ~rgeant. were· ceretn0irl.~11y "· asrried· · oti,_, May 'i 7 , t910 • ·in 
~els. Washington. The -'1\8.r:dage c~rtifieate·.Ghows. their residence 
to &ti· irmw9od~ ~ashingt~n:• ;._.. . .. - · · ·· · 

... Based ·upon·., ·this ·l!Dtrri~p.:,. . applied for.. and 
r•ceived.'b~ic .allowanc~.·fo;t;' .. <tuartera: for the l)B.rlod'.f-rom May.· 17, 
1970, •. t:o ·A:Pt-11,.7 ,:· 197-1. · ~ .'.addidoii.; .:·the. recoi-d ehpJis that the 
Board of· Imi$ration Appea~~ ·. Depar.~rit: o~ j'~tic:-;.ef~-de~ided tm 
·1e'br.ua'r1 19, 19"7.11 that· ·foreiBn. divoree decree 
waa·'valid ·cand accorded::~1ir ·-·~,~:mmedia.tf!.· i;~la.tive!'· iumdgrant .status. under ! 

s_ect:ion 2Ql(b) -~f· the -D.mid~at;~on ~~ Ne,;tiona-1.i.o/. Act1 8 u.s.·G.• ·11s1.p/ 
as the ·"po~ ·o~. ·a·lJ1':tt.e4- S:~;ates ctti,.z.eu •. ·There ts·:.no· indication in 
the :~4!COrd·:.that ·the. _"Vali.4i~f.-0:f the: ~eii(!.~ :di\iorce. O,~r tha va1i,gity 
of th• ·ma~ia~e .. has .beeµ ·~idered.by. .. a .eotir~.~·f coiripe.tent jurisdic-
tion iii the .. Uhited. ·St~tes .. · ·" . ·. · · · · · · · · 
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. . . . 
In tho.pT~sent c.Bse;.it·is noted.that both.i>artiee to ~he divorce 

action were. PhilippineJta£ionallll. In addition, it is doubtf.Ul that th~ 
Mexican divoi:~e decna would be. subjee~ :to collateral attack by either 
of the parties ··to the 4.ec.i::le in the ~t.ute of wa.shington. .Jn ·1ight of 
the ·Board cf· Iwmigl!'ation app.~als ~d.sion of Feb~r)' 19 s 1971, and 
all ~f ttie · f:acts ·and :circumetances. suttounding · ·th:t~ ~ase ~ we ·ate of 
the opinion ·that: a. tenabie .bilBis e~ts. fol' concluding that th~ 
mard.age. of· · · . and · · · · · · · 

YU. valid :for· quarters ailowilnce p·urj,o~~8. . Aa(;OrMngly, - -
1114Y be .. c:Onsider•d u beiug ·~titled t.o ·basic allwmce for 

quarters .for a depen_dent· 1dfe: during; :~he_ perto;d· .in question .. 
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The enclo111uru to your: letter of ~u~U.t 8, 1972, ·are returned. 

Eu.cloauras 

Sincerely youn, 

. PAUL G. DEMBLING 

!or th'~ Comptroller General 
of the. United States 
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